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Summary 


BOOKS   FOR  THE  TRADE. 


All  chemists  and  druggists  and  their  assistants  should 
have  the  following  books  in  their  libraries  for  reference  : — • 

"  The  Art  of  Dispensing."    3s.  6c?. 
"Veterinary  Counter-Practice.  "  3s.  6(2. 

"  Handybook  of  Medicine-stamp  Duty,"  by  E.  N.  Alpe,  barrister,  Somerset 
House.  2*.  6d. 

"  Pharmaceutical  Testing,"  by  B.  S.  Proctor.   2s.  QJ. 

"  Pharmacy  and  Poison  Laws  of  the  United  Kingdom."   2s.  6J. 

"Guide  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Preliminary  Examination,"  by  W.  Dodds 
2s.  6d.- 

The  books  can  be  obtained  from  most  wholesale  houses,  or 
we  can  send  either  of  them  by  post  for  3d  extra.  ("  The 
Art  of  Dispensing"  is  3s.  lOd.  by  post.)  They  are  the  best 
books  of  the  kind  published. 


Mr.  Linley  Sambourne  has  lent  his  graphic  pen  to  the 
Apollinaris  Company,  and  we  give  one  of  his  sketches 
on  p.  188. 

Edinburgh  chemists  have  discussed  the  ownership  of 
thepresoiption,  and  have  left  the  matter  very  much  where 
it  was  (p.  185). 

IT  will  be  observed,  from  a  paragraph  on  p.  195,  that  the 
next  pharmaceutical  evening  meeting,  to  be  held  on 
February  11,  will  be  of  exceptional  interest. 

Mr.  W.  L.  Currie  has,  before  the  Glasgow  Association 
approved  of  Mr.  Caiteighe's  presidential  remarks  regarding 
unqualified  managers  of  branch  shops  (p.  182). 

The  death  of  Mr.  John  Banks,  who  has  for  many  years 
been  at  the  head  of  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson's 
surgical  instruments  department,  is  reported  (p.  196). 

The  Grocers'  Association  are  not  pleased  at  the  prosecu- 
tions for  the  sale  of  articles  containing  a  trace  of  poison,  and 
are  calling  the  attention  of  the  Privy  Council  to  the  matter 
(p.  178). 

The  report  of  prosecutions  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  deal  with  a  proposed  appeal  in  the  EaliDg  seidlrtz- 
powder  case,  which  was  granted  after  some  consideration 
by  the  Magistrates  (p.  187). 

The  social  board  has  bsen  attracting  several  sections  of 
the  drug-trade  during  the  past  week.  Oq  pages  178  and  179 
we  report  a  number  of  meetings,  and  others  are  referred  to 
under  the  Winter  Session  (p.  181). 

A  perfumery  company  has  been  fined  for  not  giving 
notice  to  the  inspector  under  the  Factory  Acts  of  the  open- 
ing of  a  new  factory,  and  for  employing  women  overtime 
more  frequently  than  the  law  allows  (p.  188). 

The  prescribing  of  proprietary  articles  is  vexing  Edinburgh 
and  Glasgow  chemists  just  now,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
reports  that  we  have  received,  and  which  put  the  matter 
strongly  from  the  trade  point  of  view  (p.  183). 

The  Chemical  Society  signified  their  appreciation  of  the 
late  Professor  Helmholt^'s  services  to  science  by  a  memorial 
lecture  delivered  by  Professor  Fitzgerald,  of  Dublin,  who 
disputed  the  correctness  of  several  conclusions  by  chemists, 
notably  the  vortex  atomic  and  ionisation  theories  (p.  198.) 

Anti  cutting  bulks  largely  in  the  present  issue.  A 
meeting  of  The  Proprietary  Articles  Trades  Association  for 
preventing  cutting  was  held  in  London  on  Wednesday,  and 
is  fully  reported  on  p.  192,  some  comments  of  oar  own 
being  added  on  p.  192,  while  Mr.  John  Thompson,  of  Maw's, 
talks  to  us  on  tne  subject  (p.  197;,  and  several  letters  are 
printed  in  our  Correspondence  section  (p.  205). 

We  report  a  decision  of  the  High  Court  requiring 
analysts  10  state  in  their  certificates  the  data  upon  which 
they  base  their  opinion  of  adulteration,  and  not  make  simply 
such  assertions  as  in  the  case  of  milk—"  contains  5  per  cent, 
of  added  w&ter  "  In  anothtr  adulteration  ca^.e  the  Magistrate 
dismissed  the  summons  because  it  did  not  show  that  the 
alleged  offence  was  to  the  prejudice  of  the  customer 
(p.  187). 

We  deal  very  f ally  in  our  editorial  columns  with  the 
origin  and  properties  of  Kontgen's  light-rays,  the  article 
beiDg  illustrated  with  a  shadow-photograph  showing  the 
bones  of  the  hand  embodied  in  the  flesh.  As  an  appendix 
to  the  article  there  are  some  notes  of  the  proceedings  at  the 
Paris  Academy  of  .Sciences  this  week,  at  which  it  was 
agreed  to  speak  ot  the  new  light  as  "  Routgen's  rays " 
(p.  193). 

The  drug  and  chemical  markets  cave  not  been  very  active 
this  week.  The  chief  change  we  have  to  report  is  a  con- 
siderable decline  in  raw  camphor,  although  at  the  close  that 
erratic  article  is  looking  up  again.  In  fine  chemicals  a  large 
drop  has  taken  place  in  pilocarpine;  spices  are  cull;  the 
prices  of  oils  aie  generally,! ending  higher.  A  price-list,  in 
table-form,  giving  ihe  quotations  of  sundry  fine  chemicals 
will  be  found  in  cur  tiade  report  (p  200). 
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Institute  of  Chemistry. 
At  th8  examination  for  admission  to  the  mpmbersbip  of 
the  InsMtute  held  from  January  7  to  10,  the  following 
candidates  were  sec  ies  f  al :— G.  H.  App'eyard,  Yorkshire 
College,  Leeds;  J.  H.  Coste,  Finsmiry  Technical  College; 
G.  George,  Merchant  Venturers.'  Technical  College, 
Bristol;  F.  Hudson  Cox,  School  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  and  University  College,  London  ;  P.  C.  H.  Hunt, 
Mason  College,  Birmingham  ;  and  E.  J.  Parry,  B  Sc.  (London) 
Guy's  Hospital.  Of  the  candidates  for  the  Intermediate 
examination  the  following  satisfied  the  examiners : — P.  G. 
Jackson,  University  College,  Nottingham  ;  B  J.  Read,  B.  A. 
(Cantab)  ;  and  H.  S.  Shrewsbury,  University  College,  Notting- 
ham. The  examiners  were  Professor  W.  E  Dunstan  and 
Mr.  Otto  Hehner.  The  members  of  the  Institute  now 
number  over  900.  and  there  are  over  203  registered  students. 

Lung-tonic  Buildings 

A  formal  inmguration  of  the  extensile  new  works  recently 
built  by  Mr  W.  T.  Oxbridge,  "Owbridge's  Lung-tonic,"  in 
Osborne  Street,  Hall,  took  place  on  January  23,  in  the  presence 
of  a  number  of  local  gentlemen.  The  premises,  which  are  at 
present  only  half  completed,  will  when  finished  have  C03t 
nearly  6,003/ ,  and  are  admirably  adapted  to  the  business- 
purposes  required.  After  a  tour  of  inspectioa  the  company 
reassembled  in  tbe  handsome  offices,  where  there  were  pre- 
sent Aldermen  Rayment  and  Rollit,  Councillors  Robson, 
B.  Lav  crack,  and  J.  Shaw,  P.  Oxbridge,  W.  Hay  (Wm. 
Hay  (Limited),  J.  A.  Daesbury  (postmaster),  Rev.  H.  P. 
Ramsden,  &c.  In  supporting  the  toast  of  "  Mr.  Owbridge," 
Alderman  Riyment  paid  high  compliment  to  Mr.  Owbridge's 
industry,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  next  year  he  might 
be  Sheriff  of  Hull.  In  acknowledging  the  toast  Mr.  Ow- 
biidge  spoke  of  the  progress  made  by  his  business  and  said 
that  with  the  increased  facilities  they  could  now  turn  out  a 
hundred  gross  per  day.  He  bad  worked  hard  to  make  the 
business  a  success,  and  he  was  g'ad  to  feel  that  he  had 
succeeded.  The  secret  of  it  lay  in  judicious  advertising. 
Where  fifty  started,  perhaps  only  one  succeeded,  and  he  was 
the  one  who  had  had  the  courage  to  stick  at  it.  Advertising 
was  like  casting  so  much  bread  upon  the  waters.  The  return 
would  come,  though  it  might  be  at  the  end  of  many  days. 

Adulteration  and  Publicity. 

The  Camber  well  Vestry,  after  considering  the  arguments 
adduced  by  delegates  from  t  ie  Dairy  Trade  and  Can  Pro- 
tection Society  and  the  Metropolitan  Grocers  and  Provision- 
dealers'  Association,  have  resolved  by  49  to  19  votes  to  con- 
tinue to  act  on  their  resolution  passed  a  short  time  ago  to 
the  effect  that  "  convictions  of  offenders  under  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1875  and  1879.  be,  after  the  second  con- 
viction, published  on  the  Vastry  notice-boards,  the  depots, 
and  on  the  other  public  buildings,  &c,  belonging  to  the 
parish."  The  Associations  named  argued  that  the  Vestry  had 
no  legal  power  to  impose  a  second  punishment  on  tradesmen 
who  might  from  no  fault  of  their  own  be  convicted  and 
fined.  It  transpired,  however,  that  the  Vestry  had  taken 
the  advice  of  eminent  counsel,  who  said  : — "  If  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Vestry  the  publication  of  these  convictions  is 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  parishioners,  the  Ve9try 
may  safely  publish  them  as  suggested,"  and  the  majority  of 
the  Vestry  being  of  the  opinion  that  sum  jient  publicity  could 
not  be  otherwise  obtained — many  adulteration  cases  were 
never  reported  in  local  newspapers,  for  various  reasons,  but 
mainly  because  the  offenders  exerted  themselves  to  secure 
thi  suppression  of  the  report — it  was  resolvad  to  publish  par- 
ticulars of  second  offences  by  placards. 


Assault  on  a  Chemist. 

Mr.  H  Loverock,  chemist,  Enville  Street,  Stourbridge,  was) 
goiDg  ioocd  his  prenrses  shortly  befo  e  ten  o'clock  on 
January  23,  when  he  saw  a  man  minus  shoes  crouching 
behind  a  large  picking  case  in  the  hall  by  the  shop.  The 
man  9prang  up  and  struck  Mr.  Loverock  on  the  left  side  of 
the  face  with  some  iron  instrument,  believed  to  be  a  brick- 
layer's chisel.  He  followed  the  blow  up.  Mr.  Loverock 
tried  to  defend  his  bead  by  holding  up  the  lamp  to  parry  the 
blows.  The  lamp  wa3  knocked  out  of  his  hand,  and  the 
intruder  got  away  through  the  front  door.  A  constable 
chased  the  man,  but  could  not  come  up  with  him,  but  a  man 
believed  to  be  the  same  was  taken  into  custody  later. 

Grocers  and  tbe  Pharmacy  Act. 
The  Federated  Grocers'  Association  hav?  resoWed  to  call 
the  attention  of  tbe  Privy  Council  to  the  action  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  in  pursuing  what  the  Federated1 
Grocers  term — '  A  most  unwarrantable  and  unfair  course  in 
prosecuting  traders  for  selling  proprietary  preparations  which 
contain  enly  a  trace  of  poison." 

A  Chemist's  Company  Dinner. 

The  employes  of  Day's  Southern  Drug  Company,  Southamp- 
ton, held  their  second  annual  dinner  at  Sharp's  Restaurant, 
on  Wednesday  evenirjg,  January  22,  Mr.  E.  A.  F/y,  the 
general  manager,  presiding.  After  dinner,  in  proposing  "  The 
Firm  and  Managing  Directors,"  Mr.  A.  F.  Wood  (Vice- 
Chairman)  spoke  of  the  rapidity  with  which  the  company  had 
developed,  for  instead  of  one  shop  they  cow  had  upwards  of 
thirty  workshops,  central  offices,  and  depots.  He  regretted 
exceedingly  the  absence  of  their  managing  director,  Mr. 
William  Day.  Mr.  Fry,  in  responding,  paid  a  high  tribute  of 
respect  to  the  managing  director,  who  desired  him  to  say 
how  pleased  he  was  to  know  that  the  staff  had  promoted  a 
gathering  of  that  character.  The  speaker  referred  to  the 
enterprise  of  the  firm,  which  was  started  by  Mr.  Day,  and  the 
success  which  had  attended  it.  Mr.  Day  had  been  sorely 
taxed  in  his  work,  and  it  had  unfortunately  reacted  upon  his 
health,  which  they  all  deeply  deplored.  The  company,  he 
added,  was  not  antagonistic  to  the  interests  of  the  retail 
chemist  and  druggist.  It  was  started  to  meet  the  demands 
of  the  public.  They  had  been  subject  to  much  opposition, 
and  many  erroneous  statements  had  gained  currency  with 
respect  to  the  intentions  of  the  company.  As  regarded 
retail  chemists  and  druggists,  his  experience  had  proved 
that  instead  of  the  latter  having  sustained  any  harm,  they 
had  been  profited  to  a  great  extent. 

Profit-sharing  in  the  Aerated-water  Trade. 

Messrs.  Idris  &  Co.'s  employes  met  on  January  17,  some 
500  in  number,  in  response  to  the  invitation  of  the  directors, 
at  the  works  in  Camden  Town,  for  the  annual  New  Year's 
entertainment  given  by  the  firm  to  all  their  workpeople.  In 
the  earlier  part  of  the  evening  the  guests  were  regaled  with 
a  substantial  tea,  and  this  was  followed  by  an  entertain- 
ment, also  of  excellent  quality,  arranged  by  Mr.  Maldwyn 
Humphreys.  In  the  interval  between  the  two  parts  of  the 
entertainment  Mr.  Idris,  who  was  supported  by  his  co- 
directors,  Mr.  Deputy  Hughes,  Mr.  Adpar  Jones,  and  Mr. 
Bishop,  made  a  statement  in  reference  to  the  division  of  the 
profits.  He  said  the  report  he  had  to  make  was  more  satis- 
factory than  any  previous  one.  They  all  recognised  that 
everyone  connected  with  the  firm  did  more  or  less — some, 
he  admitted,  but  little — to  push  forward  the  interests  of 
Idris  &  Co  ,  and  the  result  of  their  united  endeavours  was 
that  the  firm  had  prospered  very  well  in  the  past.  Their 
last  season  was  an  exceptionally  good  one.  They  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  distributing  a  number  of  shares  to  their 
customers,  who  were  anxious  to  share  in  the  prosperity  of 
the  firm,  so  good  an  account  had  Idris  &  Co.  been  able  to 
give  of  themselves.  Indeed,  so  great  had  been  this  demand 
for  shares  that  there  were  none  left.  But,  though  they  had 
no  shares  to  distribute,  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  them 
from  distributing  a  part  of  their  profits  if  they  cared  to  do 
so.  In  this  distribution  they  had  had  some  regard  for  what  the 
employes  had  done  with  their  profits  in  past  years,  for  there 
had  been  some  workers  who,  because  the  money  was 
obtained  easily,  thought  it  should  be  spent  just  as  easily. 
The  firm  was,  therefore,  prepared  to  take  the  money  from 
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their  emploj  es  ;  of  the  security  there  could  be  no  question, 
and  they  would  give  the  emploj  es  5  percent  interest  for 
their  money — double  the  percentage  given  by  the  Post 
Office — as  an  inducement  to  the  woikers  to  continue  to  take 
an  interest  in  the  business.  The  firm  had  placed  500?.  to 
the  profit-sharing  fund,  which  would  be  distributed  to  the 
workers,  and  no  boy  or  girl  who  had  been  iu  the  employ  of 
the  firm  for  twelve  consecutive  months  would  receive  lees 
than  11 ,  while  many  would  receive  more.  This  statement 
was  received  with  warm  applause,  and  the  very  attractive 
musical  entertainment  was  then  completed. 

Druggists'  Dinner. 

The  employes  of  Messrs.  Baiss  Bros.  &  Cc.  held  their 
annual  dinner  at  the  "City  Armc,"  Sc.  Mary  Axe,  on 
January  17.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  Arnold  Baiss,  and 
Mr.  8.  C.  Welch  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  company 
included  Messrs.  Sydney  Bliss,  W.  A.  Biiss,  L  A.  Baiss, 
G.  G  Baiss,  J.  Clark,  and  C.  Jayne,  the  two  last-named 
haviog  been  connected  with  the  firm  for  sixty-two  and  over 
fifty  years  respectively.  After  dinner  the  toast  of  "  The 
Firm  "  was  proposed  by  Mr.  S.  C.  Welch,  and  responded  to  by 
Mr.  Sydney  Baiss.  Songs  and  recitations  followed,  and  a 
very  pleasant  evening  was  spent. 

Light-  standard  s . 

On  Wednesday  evening,  Mr.  Dibdin,  chemist  to  the  London 
■County  Council,  read  an  exhaustive  paper  at  the  Society  of 
Arts  on  the  standaids  of  light.  The  paper  dealt  largely 
with  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
which  we  noticed  some  time  ago.  The  fact  that  this 
■Committee,  representing  all  the  chief  gas  interest?,  un- 
animously recommended  the  adoption  of  Dibdin's  pentane 
argand,  a  ten-candle  power  light,  as  the  new  standard  of 
■light,  to  replace  the  admittedly  unsatisfactory  candle,  was, 
urged  the  lecturer,  sufficient  ground  for  asking  for  legislation, 
Mr.  Vernon  Harcourt  had  done  some  splendid  work  at 
.photometry,  and  the  Committee  agreed  that  his  one-candle 
pentane  standard  was  a  very  reliable  and  constant  one,  but 
that  it  was  best  to  compare  a  light  with  another  more  nearly 
approaching  itself  in  value.  In  fact  eight  or  nine  reliable 
observers  had  experimented  with  id,  and  the  values  it  gave  in 
their  bands,  with  oneexception,  Jay  between  99  and  1  0 1  candle. 
In  our  present  state  of  knowledge  it  is  necessary  that  the 
standard  should  be  one  of  the  nature  of  a  flame  using  some 
combustible  material,  as  experiments  with  electric  light  show 
that  it  cannot  be  depended.  In  the  course  of  the  lecture 
Mr.  Dibdin  mentioned  that  Professor  Thorpe  had  prepared 
samples  of  pure  isopentane  from  German,  Scotch,  and  Irish 
fusel  oils,  by  careful  rectification,  conversion  of  the  anoyl 
alcohols  into  iodides,  and  reduction  of  the  resulting  amyl 
iodides  by  the  copper-zinc  couple.  The  lecturer  also  referred 
to  the  errors  of  the  candle,  dealing  with  the  manufacture  of 
the  wicks,  and  the  method  of  plaiting  them  were  fully  gone 
into. 

A  Jersey  Druggist  "  en  Desastre," 
At  the  Royal  Court-house  of  Jersey  on  Saturday  last  ap- 
plication was  made  for  confirmation  cf  a  distraint  effected 
on  chattels  presumably  belonging  to  Mr.  Hubert  Claude 
L'Aertes  Brodhurst,  for  the  payment  of  rent  of  No.  11 
Halkett  Place,  thus: — 25/.  for  three  months'  rent  due  cn 
December  25.  1895.  and  75Z.  assurance  of  payment  for  nire 
month  t'  reDt  from  that  date  to  September  29  (payable  quarterly 
in  advance).  Mr.  John  Le  Rossignol  (accountant),  however, 
declared  the  estate  en  desastre,  and  the  Court  fixed  the  filing 
of  claims  for  February  15.  According  to  the  Jersey  law,  by 
the  bye,  every  person  who  has  sold  a  portion  of  his  property 
or  otherwise  lessened  the  guarantee  of  his  creditors,  can  be 
declared  en  desastre  by  any  of  them.  This  dhattre  dees 
not,  however,  affect  the  realty,  if  any  ;  it  merely  places  all 
the  c  ertitors  on  the  same  footing,  as  a  day  is  fixed  on  which 
they  file  their  claims  against  the  debtor.  But  in  the  event 
of  tht-ir  neglecting  to  do  so  they  forfeit  their  claim  agiinst 
■his  per-onalty,  unless  it  realises  more  than  a  sufficient  sum 
to  pay  the  other  creditors  and  the  cos's.  Mr.  Brodhurst  is  a 
young  Jamaican,  who,  about  three  months  since,  opened, 
with  a  great,  flourish  of  trumpets,  what  he  christened  the 
"HnlkHifc  Drug  Stores."  He  was  formerly  an  auctioneer's 
clerk,  but  had  succeeded  to  Mr.  Cox's  co  amission  agtncy  f  )t 
fie  fiips  of  Baiss  Bros.  &  Co.,  Lyrch  &  Co.  (l/mited),  and 


J.  &  E.  Atkinson.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  his  crug  store 
was  not  a  success,  for  last  week  Brodhurst  was  missing  gone 
to  England,  it  was  said,  and  was  followed  a  few  days  later  by 
his  younc;  wife  and  child.  Their  intentions  appear  to  have 
been  kept  a  profound  secret,  not  even  the  dispenser,  a  young 
Englishman,  being  aware  of  how  matters  stood.  A  placard, 
the  composition  appart  ntly  of  a  wag,  was  affixed  to  the  shop 
shutters  stating,  "  The  drugs  are  operating." 

*  Western  Chemists'  Association  Smoker. 
This  Association  had  a  concert  at  the  Westbource 
Restaurant,  Craven  Road,  W.,  on  Wednesday,  January  22. 
Mr.  Hyslop,  the  President  of  the  Association,  was  in  the 
chair,  and  between  fifty  and  sixty  members  and  friends  were 
present.  The  Chairman  scored  a  success  with  a  humorous 
sketch,  which  he  gave  in  characteristic  style,  and  several  of 
the  other  performers  were  asked  to  "  oblige  again.''  Mr.  E.  J. 
Eastes,  the  poison-finder,  accompanied.  During  the  interval 
Mr.  Hyslop  called  the  attention  of  the  Association  to  the 
recent  prosecutions  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
regarding  seidlitz  powders  and  white  wax,  and  hoped  that  at 
the  next  monthly  meeting  the  question  would  be  thoroughly 
discussed  and  some  way  out  found  of  the  difficulty. 

*  Charge  of  Stealing  a  Tank. 

On  January  21,  at  the  Hull  Police  Court,  Charles  Sergeant 
was  charged  on  remand  with  stealing  a  tank,  the  property  of 
Mr.  W.  Hay,  wholesale  chemist,  Hull.  It  was  stated  that  the 
prisoner  had  been  in  the  service  of  the  prosecutor  since  he 
was  a  lad,  and  at  the  time  of  his  dismissal  nine  months  ago 
was  foreman  of  Mr.  Hay's  essence  factory.  Some  time  ago 
prosecutor  had  a  ccupleof  tanks  stored  away, and  in  Novem- 
ber last  one  of  the,  tanks  was  missed.  It  was  found  in  the 
possession  of  a  relative  of  prisoner  in  Lincolnshire.  Mr. 
Hay,  in  giving  evidence,  stated  that  the  tank  was  worth 
between  21  and^3Z.  Cross-examined  :  He  knew  prisoner  had 
since  entered  the  business  of  Boake,  Roberts  &  Co.,  essence 
manufacturers,  London.  Prisoner  had  never  asked  him  if 
be  could  have  a  tank  for  a  relative  in  Lincolnshire.  For 
the  defence  it  was  urged  that  there  was  no  felonious  intent. 
The  prisoner  was  again  remanded. 

Admiralty  Drug  contract. 
The  Admiralty  have  renewed  their  contract  with  Massrs. 
John  Richardson  &  Co  ,  Leicester  (Limited),  for  the  supply 
of  dregs  and  medicines  for  a  further  period  of  three  years. 
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The  Editor'is  obliged  to  correspondents  who 
send  local  newspapers  containing  items 
of  interest  to  the  trade.  He  will  be 
further  obliged  if  such  paragraphs  be 
marked  in  all  cases. 


Sir  James  Haslett's  Portrait. 

Sir  James  H  Haslett,  President  of  the  Ulster  Branch  of 
the  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland,  has  been 
presented  by  a  number  of  his  colleagues  with  a  portrait  of 
himself.  The  portrait  is  a  half-length  life-size  one,  pa'nted 
in  oil?,  and  the  likeness  is  admirable. 

Anticipating  Victory. 
Messrs  Fannin  &  Co.  (Limited)  annourced  some  time  ago 
that  they  had  engaged  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  (Mr. 
Samuel  Smith,  M. P.S.I)  "to  conduct  a  pharmaceutical 
department";  it  is  now  stated  to  be  ready  for  the  com- 
pounding of  medical  prescriptions  The  new  limited  com- 
pany apparently  has  no  fear  for  the  result  of  the  pending 
litigation. 


*  Those  paragraphs  throughout  this  Issue  to  which  au  asterisk  is  attached 
■Here  printed  in  our  supplement  last  week— Ed.  C.  <£■  D. 
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Edinburgh  Chemists'  Ball. 

We  are  asked  to  state  that  this  ball  will  be  held  in  the 
Assembly  Kooms,  George  Street,  on  Wednesday,  February  5. 
Tickets  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Peter  Boa,  119a  George 
Street,  Edinburgh,  the  Convener  of  Committee. 


A  Breach  of  Promise  Case. 

Intimation  was  made  on  Tuesday  afternoon  to  Sheriff 
Katherfurd  in  the  Edinburgh  Sheriff  Court,  that  the  action 
by  Agnes  Burton,  26  India  Place,  Edinburgh,  against  John 
S.  Henderson,  chemist's  assistant,  5  PefferBank,  Craigmillar, 
Edinburgh,  for  payment  of  250Z.  as  damages  for  breach  of 
promise  of  marriage,  had  been  settled.  The  terms  of  the 
joint-minute  between  the  parties  was  given  effect  to  by  the 
Sheriff,  but  the  exact  conditions  were  not  intimated.  The 
agent  for  the  defender  in  the  case  took  exception  to  the 
practice  of  permitticg  newspaper  reporters  to  obtain  access 
to  the  process  in  the  hands  of  the  Sheriff-clerk.  He  said 
that  in  the  case  before  his  Lordship  the  facts  connected  with 
it  would  not  have  been  made  public  but  for  this  practice. 
On  behalf  of  his  client  he  objected  to  the  publication  of  the 
information  as  beirjg  hurtful  to  his  feelings.  He  did  not 
make  anv  complaint  against  the  officials  in  the  Sheriff- 
clerk's  office ;  they  had  followed  the  usual  practice,  but  it 
would  be  well  that  the  Sheriff  should  give  a  ruling  on  the 
point  whether  the  press  were  entitled  to  see,  and  the  Sheriff- 
clerk  bound  to  exhibit  to  them,  the  documents  in  process 
before  that  Court.  The  Sheriff  said  he  would  consult  his 
colleagues  before  giving  an  opinion  on  the  point  raised. 

A  New  Branch. 

Mr.  Edward  Brindle,  chemist  and  druggist,  Morrison  Street, 
Edinburgh,  is  about'  to  open  another  shop  in  Haymarket 
Terrace,  Edinburgh. 

Chemists'  "  At  Home." 

The  Inverness  Chemists'  Assistant*-'  and  Apprentices' 
Association  held  their  first  annual  "  At  Home"  in  the  Palace 
Hotel,  Inverness,  on  January  24.  Mr.  Lewis  McLeod, 
chemist,  presided  at  the  concert  preceding  the  danc9,  and 
acted  in  a  similar  capacity  at  the  supper,  which  was  served 
shortly  after  midnight.  The  attendance  of  ladies  and 
gentlemen  was  large,  and  the  meeting  was  a  decided  success. 
The  Secretary  for  the  arrangements  wa?  Mr.  J.  Michie. 
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The  Pabis  Chemical  Society. — M  Henri  Moissan  has 
been  elected  president,  and  MM.  Saaret,  and  Kiban,  vice- 
presidents  of  this  Society,  which  no  w  numbers  eleven  hundred 
members. 

Rapid  Treatment  op  Morphinomania— At  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Paris  Academy  of  Medicine,  M.  Laborde 
discussed  the  results  obtained  by  Dr.  Paul  Sollier  at  Paris 
from  the  Erlenmayer  or  "  rapid "  treatment  of  morphino- 
maniacs.  The  statistics  adduced  cover  three  years  (1892- 
1894),  and  are  very  favourable  for  the  sjstem.  It  is  claimed 
for  it  that  it  does  away,  on  the  one  hand,  with  the  chance  of 
mortal  accidents  and  the  violent  pains  tbat  accompany  the 
"sudden  "  method,  and  that,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  invari- 
ably successful  in  weaning  the  patient  from  the  mania,  of 
^whic^  one  is  never  certain  with  the  "  slow "  treatment ; 


relapses  are  reduced  to  a  fraction  of  their  usual  number,  and 
the  whole  time  required  for  the  cure  and  convalescence  does 
not  exceed,  on  the  average,  two  months.  The  cases  treated 
by  Dr.  Sollier  number  57,  including  15  doctors,  a  medical 
student,  a  dispensing  chemist,  and  24  women,  of  ages 
varying  between  19  and  65.  The  average  time  required  for 
the  suppression  of  the  habit  was  four  days,  and  out  of  3B- 
who  have  been  watched  sinc9,  six  only  have  relapsed. 
In  addition,  out  of  11  morphinomaniacs  who  had  relapsed 
after  treatment  by  the  "  slow  "  method,  one  only  relapsed  a 
second  time  after  treatment  under  Dr.  Sollier.  It  seems 
indispensable  for  the  succefs  of  the  "rapid"  method  that 
the  patient  should  pass  a  period  of  convalescence  in  a 
soecial  establishment  for  the  purpose,  6uch  as  exists  in 
Germany. 

Tonkin  Opium  Farm — Search  warrants  were  executed 
last  Monday  at  the  town  and  country  residences  of  M.  Alfred 
Edwards,  formerly  editor  of  the  Matin,  newspaper.  A  shadow 
of  the  coming  event  was  casta  few  days  before,  by  a  passage  in 
a  speech  made  by  M,  Mareel  Habert,  during  the  debate  at> 
the  Chamber  of  Deputies  on  a  Bill  for  raising  a  loan  of  fifty 
million  francs  for  Tonkin.  Referring  to  the  concession  for 
the  opium  farm,  he  mentioned  that  it  had  been  given  to  a 
M.  de  Saint  Mathurin,  who  had  become  proprietor  of  a  Paris 
newspaper,  and  since  that  time  the  company  working  the 
opium  faim  had  been  without  control.  They  had  also  pro- 
ceeded to  collect  such  evidence  as  was  available  concerning 
the  defects  of  the  Colonial  administration,  and  commenced 
newspaper  attacks  and  threatened  a  lawsuit  for  damages. 
M.  de  Lanessan,  the  Governor  of  the  Colony,  then  in  office, 
seems  to  have  been  intimidated  by  these  proceedings,  and  in 
September  1891,  he  agreed  to  pay  the  company  a  sum  of 
400,000  f.  out  of  the  amount  received  from  the  company  for 
the  original  monopoly,  at  the  same  time  giving  a  further 
monopoly  for  eight  years  from  January  1, 1892,  for  the  opium 
farm  in  Annan.  Finally  in  May  1893,  he  bought  back  the 
monopoly  for  Tonkin  against  an  indemnity  of  3,400,000  f,, 
which  represented  more  than  two  and  a  half  times  the  capital 
of  the  company.  "  This,"  said  M.  Habert,  "  is  the  history  of 
the  opium  farm.  M.  de  Saint  Mathurin  only  obtained  the 
monopoly  in  order  to  sell  it  for  twice  the  sum  by  the  methods 
I  have  pointed  out." 
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Boxes  and  Cartage. — The  wholesalers  of  the  eastern 
part  of  the  United  States  have  failed  to  agree  iu  regard  to  the 
charge  for  boxes  and  cartage,  so  retailers  will  continue  to 
get  these  free. 

A  Mexican  Exhibition. — It  is  said  that  the  National 
Mexican  Exhibition,  which  will  be  opened  this  spring,  is 
likely  to  be  very  successful.  Many  European  (especially 
German)  and  United  States  firms  will  be  represented.  The 
show  will  cover  about  600  acres. 

Testing  the  Illinois  Pharmacy  Law — ^.bout  fifty 
druggists  of  Chicago  are  being  prosecuted  by  the  Illinois 
State  Board  of  Pharmacy  for  violation  of  tne  Pharmacy 
Law,  says  the  Bulletin  of  Pharmacy.  The  charge  is  that 
they  do  not  display  the  names  of  the  registered  pharmacists 
in  charge  of  the  respective  stores,  and  that  in  many  in- 
stances the  stores  have  been  left  in  the  sole  charge  of 
persons  not  registered,  during  the  absence  of  the  manager  or 
proprietor.  The  unusually  large  number  of  prosecutions 
now  entered  against  the  Chicago  druggists  is  attributed  to 
the  fact  that  most  of  the  druggists  are  unaware  of  the  recent 
changes  in  the  law. 

A  Big  Wholesale  Drug-house.— The  Meyer  Brothers 
Drag  Companv,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  is  stated  by  the  Mercantile 
and  Financial  Times  to  be  the  largest  drug-house  in  the 
world,  and  employs  a  capital  of  #1,750,000.  By  "drag- 
house"  the  Times  means  "wholesale  druggists"  a  term 
applied  in  the  United  States  to  those  who  handle  drugs 
and  chemicals  and  all  manufactured  products,  but  do  not 
themselves  manufacture  much.  In  this  class  the  company 
unquestionably  stands  at  the  head,  and  the  premises  occupied 
in  St.  Louis  are  colossal.  The  house  has  customers  in  every 
State  and  Territory  between  Ohio  and  the  Pacific  coast,  and 
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the  management  is  vested  in  Christian  F.  G.  Meyer,  President ; 
Theodore  F.  Meyer,  First  Vice-President;  Chas.  W.  Wall, 
Treasurer;  Gustav  J.  Meyer,  Secretary. 

An  Indian  Pharmacopoeia — Writing  to  the  Indian 
Lancet  Mr.  David  Hooper,  Madras  quinologist,  traces  the 
history  of  the  now  obsolete  Indian  Pharmacopoeia,  and 
gives  no  hope  of  its  revival.  He  suggests  that  "  the  question 
of  the  strength  of  medicinal  plants  grown  in  different  climates 
shonld  be  considered  by  the;  Indigenous  Drug  Committee 
now  sitting  in  Calcntta.  The  committee  should  definitely 
recommend  to  the  authorities  on  the  General  Medical  Council 
in  London  the  necessary  substances  to  be  included  in  the 
next  Pharmacopoeia,  and  should  suggest  the  best  methods 
for  adapting  it  to  India.  The  committee  will  do  good  work 
in  encouraging  the  cultivation  of  medicinal  plants  indigenous 
to  India ;  but  what  is  more  required  is  the  cultivation  of 
drugs  official  in  European  Pharmacopoeias,  the  properties  of 
which  have  been  thoroughly  investigated  by  modern  phy- 
siologists. The  drugs  need  at  the  medical  depots  need  not 
all  be  official,  provided  that  those  of  real  value  are  substituted ; 
picrorrhiza-root  is  an  excellent  remedy,  for  instance,  in  the 
absence  of  gentian-root." 

Indian  Drugs. — Having  been  appealed  to  by  the  Indian 
Medical  Congress  to  encourage  the  more  extensive  use  of 
Indian  remedies,  the  Government  of  India  have  considered 
the  matter,  and  are  not  at  present  convinced  of  the 
desirability  of  initiating  as  a  Government  measure  experi- 
ments to  test  the  reputed  therapeutic  value  of  indigenous 
drugs.  Bat  the  Government  have  appointed  a  committee  to 
consider  the  whole  question  in  a  practical  way.  This  com- 
mittee consists  of  Brigade-Surgeon-Lieutenant- Colonel  G. 
King,  CLE.,  Superintendent  of  the  Royal  Botanical  GardeD, 
Howrah  (President);  Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  F.  P. 
MeConnell,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Clinical 
Medicine,  Calcutta ;  Dr.  George  Watt,  Surgeon-Lieutenant- 
Colonel  C.  J.  Warden,  and  Rai  Bahadoor  Kanny  Lall  Dey. 
The  committee  will  consider  the  practicability  as  well  as  the 
utility  of  (a)  encouraging  the  systematic  cultivation  of 
medicinal  plants  indigenous  to  India  ;  (b)  encouraging  the 
increased  use  in  medical  depots  of  drugs  of  known 
therapeutic  value  ;  and  (c)  sanctioning  the  manufacture  of 
stable  preparations  of  certain  drugs  at  the  depots.  The 
committee  will  also  consider,  from  a  practical  point  of  view, 
the  question  of  initiating,  as  a  Government  measure,  experi- 
ments to  test  the  reputed  therapeutic  value  of  indigenous 
drugs.    The  committee  meets  at  Calcutta. 
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BRIGHTON  JUNIOR  ASSOCIATION  OF  PHARMACY. 

The  first  social  and  musical  evening  of  the  winter  session 
took  place  at  Newburg  Hall  on  Wednesday,  January  22. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Gibson  (President  of  the  Senior  Association) 
took  the  chair.  There  was  an  unusually  large  attendance, 
and  an  interesting  programme  was  well  performed. 


CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 
At  the  meeting  of  this  Association  held  on  January  23, 
Mr.  H.  Juler,  F.R.C.S  ,  the  well-known  ophthalmic  surgeon, 
gave  an  interesting  paper  on  "  The  Action  of  Certain  Drag's 
on  the  Human  Eye,"  which  was  profusely  illustrated  with 
diagrams  and  lantern-slides.  The  lecturer  first  described 
the  eye  in  its  normal  state,  and  referred  to  the  action  of 
cocaine  and  alkaloids  of  the  atropine  series  on  the  various 
nerves,  muscles,  &c.  He  explained  the  physiological 
functions  of  the  nerve-system  and  the  various  glands,  laying 
considerable  stress  on  the  blood-supply.  Dr.  Juler  also 
alluded  to  a  recent  research  undertaken  to  explain  how  the 
image  formed  on  the  retina  by  the  action  of  light  is  trans- 
ferred to  the  brain,  which,  as  he  demonstrated,  is  due  to  an 
electrochemical  action  developed  by  the  action  of  light  on 
the  optic  nerve.  In  conclusion  he  explained  a  series  of 
diagrams  of  a  pathological  nature  which  were  displayed  by 
the  oxy-bydrogen  light. 

Thanks  to  the  kindness  of  Professor  Green  the  Secretary 
had  the  loan  of  twelve  microscopes,  by  the  aid  of  which  Dr. 
Juler  was  able  to  exhibit  a  series  of  micro  objects  illustra- 
tive of  the  tissues  of  the  eye. 

In  connection  with  this  Association  the  second  of  a  series 
of  Cinderella  dances  given  by  them  was  held  at  the  Port- 
noan  Rooms,  Baker  Street,  on  Tuesday,  January  28.  The 
attendance  was  rather  larger  than  the  previous  gathering. 
A  good  number  of  well-known  pharmaceutical  men  and 
their  wives  were  present.  Dancing  commenced  punctually 
at  eight,  and  was  continued  until  midnight ;  the  programme 
included  sixteen  dances,  in  addition  to  which  there  were 
several  extras.  Mr.  C.  W.  Martin  acted  as  M.C.,  whilst  the 
arrangements  were  carried  out  in  a  successful  manner  by 
Mr.  H.  H.  Robins,  who  is  acting  as  secretary  for  the  series. 
One  of  the  remarkable  features  of  the  evening  was  that  the 
gentler  sex  predominated,  which  is  not  usually  the  case  at 
the  functions  of  the  C.A.A. 


EDINBURGH  CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  AND 
APPRENTICES'  ASSOCIATION. 

At  the  meeting  held  on  Friday,  January  24,  Mr.  J.  R,  Hill 
read  a  paper  on 

The  Irreducible  Minimum  :  A  Study;. 
By  Alexander  Sutherland. 

The  paper  was  a  fanciful  sketch  of  the  business  of  the 
pharmacist  viewed  from  the  professional  standpoint,  and 
chiefly  in  rrgard  to  the  examinations  which  are  required  to 
be  passed  in  order  to  qualify  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  or 
pharmaceutical  chemist.  The  author  showed  that  in  the 
actual  practice  of  pharmacy  a  great  deal  is  required  which 
is  beyond  the  examination  subjects,  and  that  the  chemist,  to 
be  a  success,  must  be  able  to  answer  certain  questions 
promptly  and  well.  As  an  example  of  this  he  quoted  the 
following  questions,  actually  put  to  a  chemist. 

Imperative  questions : — 

1.  Who  were  these  (pointing  to  Galen  and  Avicenna  on  a 
Major  certificate)? 

2.  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  Tincture  "  1 

3.  What  is  ichthyol,  and  what  is  it  made  from  ? 

4.  Where  does  vanilla  come  from  ? 

5.  At  what  temperature  does  crude  carbolic  acid  distil  ? 

6.  Why  do  people  call  the  coca-plant  Erythroxylon  coca, 
and  what  does  that  mean  ? 

7.  Why  have  I  to  pay  more  here  for  Epsom  salts  than  I 
have  to  pay  at  the  grocer's  ? 

8.  How  much  of  this  (snbnitrate  of  bismuth)  may  I  take 
without  harm  ? 
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9.  What  is  tuberculin  ? 

10  Do  doctors  make  many  mistakes  in  writing  out  pre- 
criptions  7 

Optional  questions : — 

1  Who  is  the  KiDg  of  China  just  now  ? 

2.  Can  ycu  tell  me  the  sex  ot  ihis  canary  ? 

3  What  is  the  present  value  of  a  dollar  ? 

4.  D)es  aq  always  mean  water  in  a  prescription  ? 

The  author  proceer'ei  id  effect  to  take  these  questions  as 
the  sta  tinj-pdnt  far  a  modifiei  system  of  pharmaceutical 
examination,  recommending  that  the  present  "First"  ex- 
amination should  stand  as  it  is,  with  the  addition  of  elemen- 
tary mathematics ;  and  that  two  years  later  another  pre- 
liminary examination  should  be  passed,  the  subjectsof  which 
should  be  Latin,  translation  from  some  work  b?aring  on 
drugs  ;  etymology,  a  knowledge  of  the  meaning  and  derivation 
of  some  of  the  principal  names  and  terms  used  in  pharmacy  ; 
history,  an  outline  of  the  history  of  medicine  and  pharmacy  ; 
elementary  pharmacy.  Following  this  would  come  the  Minor 
examination  (three  years  after  second  examination) ;  the 
subjects  to  be  ai  at  present,  but  the  examination  to  bs  divided 
into  two  parts,  an  interval  of  at  least  six  months  to  elapse 
be  "-.ween  the  two  portions.  A  high  percentage  (say  95  per 
cent.)  having  been  obtained  in  any  single  subject,  the 
candidate  would  be  held  to  have  passed  in  that  subject. 
Were  this  the  rule  the  standard  might  be  raised  with  advan- 
tage all  round.  The  Major  examination  must  remain  ;  the 
goa!  for  the  would-be  pharmaceutical  chemist. 

The  author  proceeded  to  give  young  men  who  have  not 
passed  the  Minor  examination  3ome  advice  as  to  the  manner 
and  spirit  in  which  tbey  should  prepare  for  it,  incidentally 
bringing  in  such  subjects  as  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
Museum  report,  and  an  imperial  pharmacopoeia,  and  con- 
cluded by  maintaining :— Firstly,  that  the  minimum  of  edu- 
cation allowable  must  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  business 
of  our  daily  life,  and  not  merely  what  may  prove  sufficient 
to  pass  the  Minor  examination  as  at  present  constituted  ; 
secondly,  that  the  Major  examination  in  most  respects  more 
nearly  approximates  to  the  actual  requirements ;  thirdly, 
that,  additional  knowledge  to  that  scheduled  i3  required,  and 
may  possibly  be  best  introduced  by  rearrangement  of  the 
preseDt  examinations  if  the  Minor  is  to  remain  as  the  qualify- 
ing standard  ;  fourthly,  that  there  are  many  things  which  it 
is  to  one's  interest  to  know  which  do  not  come  strictly  within 
.  an  examination  schedule,  and  not  the  least  of  these  are 
accurate  thinkiDg  and  reasoning. 

A  ;  iscussion  followed,  and  on  the  motion  of  the  Chairman 
it  was  unacimonsly  agreed  to  send  a  letter  to  Mr.  Sutherland 
at  Bu  ra  Firtb,  Unst,  Shetland,  lhankiDg  him  for  his  interest- 
ing psper,  and  expressing  a  hope  that  he  would  soon  be 
restored  to  his  usual  health. 


GLASGOW  AND  WEST  OF  SCOTLAND 
PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  usual  fortnightly  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held 
on  the  evening  of  January  23,  Mr.  W.  L.  Carrie,  President, 
in  the  chair. 

Unqualified  Assistants  in  Branch  Shops. 

Mr  Cubeie  read  a  paper  on  the  above  subject.  To  fully 
appreciate  his  remarks  it  has  to  be  explained  that  Mr.  Carrie 
is  Local  Secretary  in  Glasgow  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
He  said  the  immediate  reason  which  had  impelled  him  to 
bring  this  subject  more  directly  before  the  notice  of  the 
Association  was  the  remarks  made  by  the  President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  at  the  Council  meeting  held  on 
January  8.  No  one  who  had  carefully  read  and  studied  that 
deliverance  of  Mr.  Carteighe's  could  have  two  opinions  as  to 
the  meanicg  and  value  attached  to  the  statement.  The 
man  who  bad  the  courage  to  utter  those  words  had  a  full 
sense  of  his  convictions,  and  was  prepared  to  take  any 
responsibility  which  might  result.  He  (Mr.  Currie)  had  no 
doubt  whatever  that  the  President  of  the  Society  felt  called 
upon  to  make  some  official  statement  after  recent  prosecu- 
tions, and  the  remarks  which  they  called  forth  in  the  public 
Press,  aDd  no  better  method  could  he  have  adopted.  If 
they  were  to  raise  themselves  above  suspicion  in  this  matter 
of  unqualified  assistants  in  branch  shops  they  must  boldly 
face  the  question,  and  give  their  dignified,  but  united, 


support  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Council.  Mr.  Currie  was  not 
so  sure  of  the  method  to  be  adopted  in  persuading  any 
erring  brother- in-trade  to  fulfil  the  legal  and  common  sense 
requirement,  because  the  matter  was  a  difficult  one,  and  the 
iaterference  in  the  conducting  of  another  man's  business 
might  be  wrongly  construed.  It  nrght  be  the  duty  of  the 
Local  Secretary,  if  such  breaches  of  the  law  were  within 
his  actual  knowledge,  to  communicate  with  an  offender, 
pointing  out  the  fault,  and  suggesting  that  it  be  remenied 
so  as  to  prevent  publicity.  If  one  could  set  aside  the 
friendly  capacity,  and  for  the  time  being  assume  the  official, 
with  the  assurance  that  no  ill-feeling  would  be  engendered 
as  an  after-consequence,  good  and  well ;  but  when  a  strained 
feeling  was  likely  to  result,  then  some  other  means  would 
require  to  be  adopted.  He  did  not  mean  by  this  that  the 
Local  Secretary  shoald  shirk  his  doty,  bot  he  would  require 
to  be  careful  not  to  give  offence.  What  he  thought  should 
be  done  was  that  the  Pharmaceutical  8ociety,  through  its 
officials,  should  send  to  every  drug-shop  in  the  country  a 
printed  copy  of  the  President's  remarks  on  this  important 
subject  [as  suggested  by  the  C  ft  />.],  and  if  after  such 
plain  speaking  there  should  still  be  those  who  ignored 
the  demand  to  comply  with  the  law,  then  there  need 
be  no  hesitation,  either  by  neighbour  or  Local  Secretary, 
in  reporting  the  offender  to  the  proper  quarter.  This 
question  of  the  management  of  branch  shops  was  one 
of  wide  importance  in  view  of  present  day  require- 
ments. Even  yet  there  were  those  who  went  the  length 
of  saying  that  the  qualified  chemist  was  entitled  to 
have  as  many  branch-shops  as  he  liked  provided  he  put  a 
competent  man  in  charge.  Bat  he  would  like  to  point  out 
that  there  was  a  vast  difference  between  competency  and 
qualification,  and  while  the  private  individual  might  think 
he  was  the  best  judge  as  to  the  capacity  of  the  manager  of 
a  branch,  the  law  did  not  recognise  anything  but  qualification. 
A  widow  carrying  on  a  business  had  to  engage  a  qualified 
man,  and  in  the  eye  of  the  law  there  was  no  difference 
between  the  branch- shop  and  the  widow's  shop.  The 
widows'  clause  had  been  the  greatest  hindrance  possible  to 
progressive  legislation,  and  at  the  earliest  opportunity  its 
operation  should  be  cancelled.  It  had  been  a  powerful 
argument  against  the  chemists  during  recent  years.  They 
in  Glasgow  had  a  very  great  evil  to  cuntend  with  in  the  case 
of  drug-shops  owned  by  doctors  and  by  unqualified  owners, 
covered  in  some  way  by  doctors.  In  those  places  business 
in  most  cases  was  carried  on  without  regard  to  Pharmacy  or 
any  other  Acts,  and  recent  prosecutions,  which  showed  a 
deplorable  state  of  affairs,  instead  of  stopping  the  growth  of 
such  premises,  seemed  to  have  served  the  opposite  purpose, 
for  they  were  on  the  increase.  Pharmacists  should  take  a 
strong  stand  in  this  matter.  They  should  make  it  their 
duty  to  conduct  their  own  businesses  on  strictly  legal,  as 
well  as  moral,  lines,  and  also  see  that  others  did  so.  If 
doctors'  premises  were  to  be  kept  open  for  the  purpose  of 
retailing  drugs  of  all  kinds  to  the  public,  then  they  should 
come  under  the  category  of  branch-shops  and  be  in  charge 
of  qualified  men,  instead  of,  as  at  present,  in  charge  of 
boys,  girls,  or  youths.  The  doctor  could  not  attend  to  two 
businesses  at  one  time,  and  if  he  was  exercising  his  profes- 
sion outside,  he  could  not  be  supervising  inside.  Pharmacists 
mu3t  never  forget  that  the  public  safety  had  strong  claims 
upon  them,  and  they  should  see  that  every  possible  means 
were  used  to  preserve  and  protect  their  prerogative.  No 
more  powerful  evidence  could  be  produced  of  the  desire  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council  to  improve  the  position  of 
pharmacy  than  the  recent  declaration  of  the  President  on 
this  question  of  the  management  of  branch-shops,  and  the 
best  reward  the  Society  could  have  was  to  receive  the 
support  of  every  qualified  man  throughout  the  country. 

In  the  course  of  a  discussion  on  the  paper, 

Mr.  Laing  said  he  had  no  confidence  whatever  in  leaving 
anything  to  moral  suasion.  Those  who  conducted  their 
business  on  principles  of  morality  were  at  the  mercy  of 
those  who  had  no  morality,  because  the  man  who  had  not 
got  any  in  a  business  had  far  more  chances  of  succeeding 
than  the  one  who  bad.  He  thoroughly  approved  of  Mr. 
Carteighe's  remarks. 

Mr.  Robertson  said  that  it  was  but  fair  when  the  Society 
were  prosecuting  doctors  that  unqualified  managers  of 
chemists'  shops  should  also  be  prosecuted.  He  thonght  the 
plan  proposed  by  Mr.  Carrie  was  the  proper  one  to  adopt. 
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Mr.  Dunlop  thought  the  Council  of  the  Society  were 
asking  too  much  of  the  Local  Secretaries  in  acting  in  this 
matter  in  the  way  suggested.  It  put  them  in  a  very  delicate 
position. 

Mr.  Watson  thought  the  onus  ought  not  to  rest  on  the 
Local  Secretaries.  No  better  plan,  he  believed,  for  raising 
the  status  of  pharmacy  could  be  adopted  than  the  prosecu- 
tion of  unqualified  managers  of  branch  shops. 

Mr.  Gates  suggested  that  the  prop'r  coarse  would  be  to 
appoint  travelling  inspectors  to  find  out  the  conditions  of 
all  shops  throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  Taylor  remarked  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
had  not  carried  out  the  provisions  of  the  Act  as  the  trade 
generally  had  been  led  to  expect,  they  had  not  been  suffi- 
ciently graspirjg.  The  mistake  in  the  framing  of  the  Act  of 
1867  was  that  instead  of  only  scheduling  poisons  the  whole 
lot  of  drugs  were  not  included. 

Mr.  Mackenzie  suggested  the  passing  of  a  Bill  providing 
for  all  the  B.P.  drugs,  either  alone  or  in  preparations,  being 
dispensed  only  by  qualified  men.  This  would  do  away  with 
patent  medicines,  or  at  least  it  would  put  patent  medicines 
into  the  bands  of  the  chemist. 

Mr.  Anderson  Russell  said  there  had  been  a  great  mis- 
take made  iu  singling  out  for  prosecution  doctors'  shops 
specifically,  and  not  proceeding  as  well  aga.iost  drug-shops 
with  unqualified  managers.  Toe  way  in  which  the  Act  was 
administered  at  present,  singling  out  one  here  and  another 
there,  gave  room  for  what  really  amounted  to  persecution. 
Mr.  Russell  did  not  think  the  country  was  prepared  to  assent 
to  the  scheduling  of  all  drugs  in  the  Pharmacy  Act,  but  he 
said  it  should  be  done,  and  in  any  future  Bill  they  should 
press  hard  to  get  a  schedule  of  at  least  all  the  more  potent 
drugs. 

After  some  farther  discussion  Mr.  Laing  formally  moved 
that  they  "  thoroughly  approve  of  the  views  of  the  President 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  regard  to  unqualified 
managers  in  branch-shops,  and  concur  in  his  remarks, 
and  think  that  a  reprint  thereof  should  be  sent  from  the 
Registrar  of  the  Society  to  all  druggists  and  drug-shops 
throughout  the  country." 

Mr.  Rcssell  moved  as  an  amendment  that  the  matter  be 
remitted  to  the  Standing  Committee  with  powers,  his  object 
being  to  have  his  suggestion  as  to  a  census  of  drug-shops 
being  included  in  the  motion  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Council 
of  the  Society. 

On  a  division  9  voted  for  the  motion,  and  7  for  the 
amendment,  several  declining  to  vote. 

Proprietary  Medicines  in  the  Medical  Service 
was  the  subject  of  a  paper  read  by  the  Secretary,  Mr. 
J.  Anderson  Russell,  who  said  that  consideration  of  the 
prescribing  of  medical  men  was  quite  within  the  sphere  of 
chemists.  Unfortunately  on  this  borderland  many  jealousies 
had  developed,  and  much  acrimony  existed  between  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  two  bodies.  Those  conditions  bad 
attracted  his  attention  with  special  force  in  connection  with 
parish  work.  In  the  Glasgow  City  Parish  (of  the  Council 
of  which  Mr.  Russell  is  a  member),  the  question  applied  to 
medicioe  dispensed  in  five  chemists'  establishments,  and 
supplied  to  a  population  of  between  5.000  and  6,000  poor 
persons,  40  per  cent,  of  whom  were  on  the  sick  list,  and  it 
applied  to  services  rendered  by  twelve  medical  men.  It  was 
•found  that  proprietaries,  including  an  emulsion  of  cod-liver 
oil,  a  combination  of  chloral  and  potassium  bromide,  one  of 
santal  oil  and  cubebs,  a  petroleum  emulsion,  and  a  wine  of 
cod-liver  and  peptonate  of  iron,  were  being  prescribed.  The 
absurdity  of  such  a  procedure  was  apparent  when  they 
knew  that  in  none  of  those  instances  was  the  prescriber 
cognisant  of  all  the  ingredients  in  the  preparation  which  he 
prescribed,  though  probably  those  specified  as  contained  in 
them,  and  on  the  action  of  which  he  no  doubt  relied  for 
results,  were  the  important  ones.  Slill  he  was  working  in 
the  dark,  and  for  all  he  knew  he  might  be  administering 
something  having  an  action  differing  very  materially  from 
that  which  he  believed  himself  to  be  prescribing.  In  con- 
tradistinction to  this  was  the  circumstance  that  qualified 
chemists  were  at  his  service  whi  were  quite  capable  and  pre- 
pared t  >  compound  thi  drugs  prescribed  in  the  form  desired, 
with  this  advantage,  that  he  would  know  exactly  all  he  was 
giving  to  patients,  bo^h  active  d/ngs  and  combining  ad jancls 
In  addition  to  this  the  important  question  of  'concmy  cime 


in.  In  regard  to  the  emulsion  of  cod  liver  oil  it  was  sho  *n 
the  compound  desired  could  be  furnished  by  the  dispensing 
chemist  at  about  one  fourth  the  cost  of  the  proprietary. 
It  was  put  forward  as  a  justification  and  reason  for 
the  use  of  the  proprietary  medicines  that  they  were 
prescribed  in  other  parishes  without  objection,  in 
the  public  hospitals,  and  by  men  undeniably  eminent 
in  their  profession.  In  connection  with  public  hospitals 
the  author  stated  that  they  are  schools  for  medical 
teaching,  and  their  physicians  occupy  the  van  of  medic  1 
progress.  If  through  thoughtlessness  they  fell  into  bad 
habits,  it  was  to  be  expected  those  bad  habits  would  be 
propagated  and  spread  throughout  the  country  by  their 
pupils.  He  had,  however,  learned  on  good  authority  that,  in 
some  hospitals  at  least,  teachers  vcy  freqoenily  were  re- 
quested and  did  alter  prescriptions  tor  proprietaries  to  their 
equivalents  compounded  by  the  bospit  il  dispent ers.  Another 
example  of  thoughtlessness  was  that  physicians  spoke  of 
preparations  by  proprietary  titles  instead  of  by  the  drugs  of 
which  they  were  composed,  so  that  proprietaries  got  the 
credit  of  therapeutic  qualities  which  should  be  attributed  to 
the  drugs  composing  them.  It  was  much  to  be  feared  that 
physicians  were  permitting  themselves  to  be  led  a  little 
blindly  by  enterprising  individuals  into  expeiimenting  with 
novelties  without  having  mastered  what  had  been  made 
known  regarding  substances  no  longer  novelties-.  There 
remained  an  important  phase  of  the  question  for  the  con- 
sideration of  pharmacists.  In  the  discussion  at  the  Parish 
Council  it  was  said,  somewhat  rudely,  by  a  medical  man — 
"  But  chemists  cannot  make  these  preparations  properly." 
That  contention  was  at  once  completely  rebutted  by  the 
chemists  present  volunteering  personally  to  give  satisfaction 
in  the  matter.  There  was  this  difficulty  to  be  met.  Medical 
men  were  not  prepared  to  work  out  for  themselves  formula: 
to  take  the  place  of  proprietaries ;  if  the  combination  be  left 
to  chemists  they  had  no  standard  to  go  by.  The  consequence 
was,  good  results  might  be  obtained  here,  bad  results  there, 
and  with  the  competition  that  existed  and  efforts  made  to 
undersell  each  other,  that  was  less  surprUirg  Pharmacists 
would  not  desire  that  medical  men  should  be  conficed  to  the 
B  P.  in  their  prescribing,  but  be  wculd  suggest  that  official 
formul.u  for  popular  preparatiots  be  compiled  and  published. 
The  General  Medical  Council  was  tbe  authority  for  the 
Pharmacopoeia;  let  the  Pcarmaceutical  Council,  throcgh 
the  facilities  within  its  power,  attend  to  the  other.  This 
would  be  a  standing  work  for  it  to  accomplish,  and  the 
fruits  of  this  work  would  render  future  compilations  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia  much  more  easy. 

It  was  agreed  to  adjourn  the  discussion  on  Mr.  Russell'd 
paper  till  a  future  meeting. 


SHEFFIELD  PHARMACEUTICAL  AND  CHEMICAL 
SOCIETY. 

On  Wednesday  evening  Mr.  W.  L.  Howie,  F.C.3.,  of  London, 
delivered  a  lecture  on  his  experiences  in  a  tour  "  From 
Mont  Blanc  to  the  Matterhorn "  to  the  members  of  the 
Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society.  Thelectuie 
was  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Sheffield  School  of  Pharmacy. 
Sir  Hy.  Stephenson  presided  over  a  large  atleudance.  The 
lecturer  at  the  outset  remarked  that  a  more  well-worn 
theme  or  a  district  more  thoroughly  exploited  than  tba'i 
from  Mont  Blanc  to  the  Matterhorn  could  scarcely  have 
been  selected  for  a  lecture.  Tbe  earliest  as  well  as  the 
greatest  climbers  had  said  that  no  matter  how  often  they 
were  visited,  or  however  long  the  traveller  might  remain,  the 
overpowering  grandeur  of  these  wonderful  mountains  must 
continue  to  fascinate.  An  example  of  the  '•  Scottish  Alps" 
was  first  shown,  and  then  followed,  by  way  of  contrast,  a 
series  of  magnificent  views  of  the  peaks  and  tributary 
glaciers  of  the  Mer  de  Glace  near  Chamounix,  obtained  on  a 
visit  to  tbe  "  Jardin,"  a  giassy  oasis  under  the  peak  of  tbe 
Aiguille  Verte,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  t  he  weird  desola- 
lafcion  of  limitless  rock  an!  glacier.  There  came  several 
views  of  Chamounix  leading  up  to  the  Breven,  which 
commands  Mont  Blanc,  much  like  lo-  king  acros-s  a  street 
from  an  upper  window,  only  ihe  street  i.s  moie  than  three 
miles  wide,  and  the  pavement  about  5  00)  feet  below. 
The  monarch  of  mouDtaics  ia  sunshine  and  storm  was 
illust  a'.ed  by  mary  imp  esr  ive  p.iotng'ap.is  and  giaptic 
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descriptions  ;  and  then  came  a  series  of  interesting  glacier- 
views  depicting  faithfully  the  various  aspects  of  one  of  these 
great  ice  rivers,  from  the  collecting- fields  of  everlasting  snow 
to  the  extremity  where  the  ice,  frozen  some  half-century 
before  on  the  mountain  top,  is  finally  melted  in  the  hot  sun. 
The  views  of  the  crevasses  and  transparent  icy  walls  of  the 
glacier  grottos  were  most  realistic.  The  three  days'  journey 
round  Mont  Blanc  to  Courmayeur  was  very  charmirjgly 
described,  the  lecturer  having  secured  views  of  the  best 
points  and  of  cloud  scenery.  The  antiquities  of  Aosta  were 
next  dealt  with,  dating  from  the  time  of  Augustus  Cas9ar, 
and  from  this  old  pagan  world  a  rapid  journey  was  made  to 
Milan  and  the  sunlit  marbles  of  the  famous  cathedral,  shown 
in  a  series  of  slides  of  marvellous  fidelity  and  beauty, 
which  repeatedly  evoked  warm  marks  of  appreciation. 
Views  of  places  of  special  interest  on  the  way  to  thej  foot 
of  the  Matterhorn  were  given  as  well  as  of  the  Matterhorn 
itself  To  this  part  of  the  lecture  piquancy  was  given  by 
climbing  incidents,  and  examples  of  the  humours  of  Alpine 
guides  and  aitists.  The  last  slides  represented  the  great 
peak  in  several  striking  aspects,  and  in  conclusion  the  lec- 
turer remarked  that,  sleeping  or  waking,  the  Matterhorn 
remained  to  all  who  had  felt  the  influence  of  its  matchless 
yet  fearful  beauty,  a  never-fading  and  glorious  memory. 
The  slides  used  to  illustrate  the  lecture  were  by  Mr.  Howie. 
At  the  close  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the 
lecturer  and  Chairman. 


LIVERPOOL  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

Ihe  annual  meeting  was  held  on  January  23,  the  new  Pre- 
sident, Mr.  M.  Conroy,  in  the  chair.  The  annual  report,  read 
by  Mr.  A.  S.  Buck,  showed  that  the  membership  is  now  127, 
'being  a  gain  of  seven  on  the  year.  The  Treasurer's  statement 
showed  a  balance  in  hand  of  16^  9s.  3d.  The  meetirjg 
confirmed  the  recommendation  of  the  Council  to  admit 
associate  members  on  election  and  the  payment  of  a  nominal 
fee,  so  that  students  and  apprentices  might  have  the  foil 
advantage  of  the  museum  and  library.  The  followiog  gentle- 
men were  re-elected  as  members  of  the  Council  : — Dr.  Symes, 
Messrs  r.  F.  Abraham,  Hocken,  A.  H.  Samuel,  and  Wellings, 
and  Messrs.  Harold  Wyatt,  jun .,,  and  C.  J.  S.  Thompson  were 
elected  for  the  first  time. 

Votes  of  thanks  were  passed  to  the  donors  of  books  and 
journals  to  the  library  of  the  Association  during  the  past  year, 
and  the  officers  and  Council  were  thanked  for  their  services. 

Mr  Wardleworth  exhibitedaspecimenof  Coca,  Erythroxylon 
grown  in  Ceylon. 

Mr.  Ed  Dayies,  F.C.S ,  F  I  C  ,  then  read  a  paper  on  the 
"  Illuminating  Power  of  Hydrocarbons,"  in  which  he  laid  great 
stress  on  the  recent  developments  in  connection  with 
acetylene.  He  outlined  the  history  of  the  hydrocarb  :>ns  and 
alluded  to  their  mysterious  origin  in  nature.  By  a  series  of 
successful  and  interesting  experiments  he  showed  the  value 
of  acetylene-gas  as  an  illuininant,  either  alone  or  in  com- 
bination with  coal  gas,  the  latter  being  1  of  acetylene  to 
9  of  coal-gas.  When  this  combination  was  burnt  in  an 
ordinary  burner  the  non-luminous  gap  which  appears  in  the 
ordinary  gas- flame  was  completely  lost,  and  a  vtry  much 
smaller  supply  of  ga*  was  necessary  for  the  same  amount 
of  light  than  would  be  produced  by  ordinary  gas  alone 
He  mentioned  that  bronze  or  brass  fittirjgs  should 
not  be  used  with  acetylene  gas,  as  coppsr  forms  explosive 
compounds  with  those  metals.  Mr  Davies  dealt  with  the 
various  theories  regarding  the  luminosity  of  flame,  and 
showed  that  the  old  idea  of  the  incandescence  of  the  carbon 
was  in  the  main  correct,  although  recent  researches  had 
thrown  considerable  light  on  the  subject. 


LIVERPOOL  PHARMACEUTICAL  STUDENTS' 
SOCIETY. 

This  Society  met  on  January  23,  the  President,  Mr.  T.  S. 
Wokes,  in  the  chair. 

Members'  Notes. 
Mr.  R.  H.  Mitchell  exhibited  a  specimen  of  the  euca- 
lyptus ointment  made  by  a  Tasmanian  company.  It  is 
made  by  digesting  the  fresh  leaves  of  Eucalyptus  Globulus  in 
melted  lard.  It  was  much  admired  for  its  appearance  and 
fragrance. 


Mr.  Peospeb  H.  Mabsden  exhibited  some  eucalyptus- 
flowers  from  Nice,  also  some  acorns  of  a  special  variety  which 
are  roasted  and  used  as  coffee  in  the  South  of  France ;  some 
Xylopia  tzthiopica  (Egyptian  pepper),  which  is  used  as  a 
remedy  for  gonorrhoea;  some  Mucuna  mens,  sometimes 
found  among  Calabar  beans ;  also  some  genuine  "  crabs' 
eyes,"  a  calculus  consisting  of  carbonate  of  calcium  found  in 
in  the  Astacus  flvviatilis,  or  river  crayfish,  which  were 
formerly  used  as  an  antacid,  and  Oniscus  atelhis,  a  species 
of  woodlouse  used  in  France  under  the  name  of  "  Cloportes," 
said  to  have  refrigerant  properties,  due  to  the  presence  in 
them  of  nitrate  of  potassium. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Logan,  M.B  ,  then  delivered  a  lecture  on 

Albumen  and  its  Allies. 

Albumen,  he  said,  held  the  same  place  in  the  animal 
world  as  cellulose  in  the  vegetable  world.  In  all  protoplasm 
we  find  albumen  or  bodies  jielding  albumen.  In  all  albu- 
mens sulphur  is  present,  and  in  hemoglobin  a  little  iron  is 
also  present,  while  the  higher  albumens  contain  phosphorns. 
Gelatin  contains  no  sulphur.  For  experimental  purposes  the 
white  of  an  egg  and  serum  are  commonly  used.  Serum  does 
not  exist  as  such  in  the  living  blood,  but  fibrin  is  formed  in 
the  clotting  of  blood,  and  consists  of  fibrinogen,  fibrino- 
plastin,  and  fibrin  ferment.  The  ferment  brings  the  other 
two  together  to  form  a  clot.  Some  fibrinoplastin  remains 
in  the  serum. 

The  tests  for  albumen  were  then  described.  (1)  Xantho- 
proteic reaction  :  Take  fairly  dry  albumen  and  nitric  acid, 
when  a  yellow  colour  is  formed  intensified  by  heating. 
(2)  Coagulation  by  heat  either  alone  or  with  an  acid.  (3) 
Mercuric  chloride  gives  a  white  precipitate.  (4)  Picric  acid 
gives  a  copious  precipitate.  This  test  is  very  quick,  and  as 
it  precipitates  almost  every  form  of  albumen  it  is,  perhaps, 
the  best  of  all  tests.  The  nitric-acid  precipitate  is  insoluble 
on  dilution,  the  picric-acid  precipitate  is  soluble. 

The  separation  of  serum  albumen  and  serum  globulin  was 
effected  by  a  saturated  solution  of  magnesium  sulphate,  the 
globulin  being  precipitated  while  the  albumen  remains  in 
solution.  While  other  salts,  sach  as  sodium  chloride  2  per 
cent,  or  3  per  cent.,  are  required  to  dissolve  the  globulin,  only 
the  saturated  solution  of  magnesium  sulphate  will  precipi- 
tate it.  In  the  stomach  albumen  is  digested  by  pepsin  and 
hydrochloric  acid ;  in  the  intestines  the  same  is  done  by 
alkali  and  trypsin.  The  final  product  is  peptone,  and  it  is  a 
singular  thing  that  the  presence  of  more  than  a  certain 
quantity  of  peptone  interferes  with  digestion,  the  peptone 
exhibiting  an  inhibitory  action  over  the  power  of  the 
peptonic  ferment.  This  is  analogous  to  the  a»rest  of 
alcoholic  fermentation  when  the  proportion  of  alcohol  formed 
in  the  liquid  reaches  20  per  cent.  The  biurate  reaction  for 
peptone  was  shown  and  described.  It  is  :  To  a  solution  of 
peptone  add  a  minute  quantity  of  solution  of  sulphate  of 
copper  and  excess  of  liquor  potassoe,  when  a  chaiaoitiisiio 
pink  colour  is  produced. 

Between  the  formation  of  peptone  and  albumer  are  a 
large  number  of  intermediate  bodies  known  as  a.iou'n>*es, 
our  knowledge  of  which  is  yet  in  an  unsettled  condition. 
Casein,  or  albumen  of  milk,  when  received  into  the  stomach 
becomes  coagulated  by  the  rennet  ferment,  aided  by  the 
natural  acidity  of  the  gastric  juice,  and  separates  from  the 
liquid  portion,  or  whey,  which,  coDtrary  to  the  general  view, 
the  lecturer  held  to  contain  some  of  the  milk-albumen  as 
peptone.  Casein  is  an  alkaline  albumen,  and  it  is  remark- 
able that  it  is  not  coagul-ited  by  boiling.  The  effect  of 
cooking  on  the  various  foods  was  reviewed  generally,  the 
lecturer  remarking  that,  with  the  exception  of  vegetable 
foods,  in  which  the  heating  burst  the  starch  granules  and 
partly  converted  the  starch  into  dextrin,  cooking  rather 
hindered  easy  digestion  The  reason  is  probably  that  man 
from  the  earliest  times  has  cookf d  his  food,  finding  that  it 
was  more  easily  kept  when  cooked,  the  germs  it  contained 
being  thereby  destroyed.  This  was  especially  the  case  with 
milk,  whose  digestibility  was  decidedly  decreased  by  cooking ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  germs  and  microbes  in  it  were 
rendered  irjert,  and  it  was  consequently  sterilised.  A  diet  of 
raw  meat  was  very  easily  disposed  of  by  the  stomach  ;  but  as 
such  parasites  as  tapeworms,  and  microbes  like  that  of 
tuberculosis,  were  transmitted  readily  to  the  human  body 
from  raw  flesh  meat,  the  practice  of  cooking  was  to  be 
encouraged,  though  the  easy  assimilation  of  the  food  was 
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thereby  impaired.  Whilst  on  the  subject  of  digestion  he 
drew  attention  to  the  property  possessed  by  many  microbes 
of  partial  peptonisation  or  formation  of  albuaaoses — Koch's 
bacillus,  for  example,  forms  an  albamose  contained  in  the 
■well-known  tuberculin,  as  also  do  the  diphtheria,  tetanns, 
and  anthrax  bacilli.  The  peptones  formed  in  the  digestion 
of  cartilaginous  portions  of  meat  or  the  gelatin  do  not  go 
towards  the  building-up  of  animal  tissues,  whilst  albumen 
peptone  does.  Albumen  is  a  colloid,  peptone  a  crystalloid. 
The  latter  is,  therefore,  capable  of  osmotic  transmission 
through  the  walls  of  the  cells  of  the  stomach.  These  cells 
have  the  remarkable  power  of  reconverting  the  peptones 
into,  after  passing  into  their  interior,  albumen  again. 


MIDLAND  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

At  last  week's  meeting  Mr  F.  Smith  read  a  paper  on  "  The 
Sun  and  His  Attendant  Family,"  in  the  course  of  which  he 
gave  a  brief  review  of  the  Ptolemaic  system,  and  an  epitome 
of  the  Copernician  system,  upon  which  all  modern  sjstems 
are  founded.  The  laws  of  the  solar  system  and  source  of 
heat  and  light  were  touched  upon,  also  the  theory  of  solar 
contraction,  physical  cons'.itution  of  the  sun,  photospheres, 
chromospheres,  prominences,  corona,  and  sun-spots  ;  the 
size  and  distance  of  the  moon,  influence  of  the  moon  upon 
the  tides,  and  eclipses  of  the  moon  ;  the  planets  and  their 
satellites,  possibilities  of  Mars  being  inhabited,  asteroids, 
comets,  were  also  described,  as  also  was  the  description  of 
the  motion  of  the  solar  system  in  space.  The  lecture  was 
illustrated  by  lime- light  views,  and  proved  of  much  interest 
to  those  present. 


MIDLAND  CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

On  Wednesday,  January  22,  at  Exchange  Kooms  Birmingham, 
Mr.  T.  C.  Clarke  gave  a  description  of  his  "  Personal  Ex- 
periences of  the  Minor."  In  the  course  of  his  paper  he 
detailed  his  difficulties  in  preparing  for  and  undergoing  his 
examination. 

This  week's  meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday  evening  at 
the  Exchange  Rooms,  Birmingham.  Mr.  T.  C.  Clarke 
(President),  who  occupied  the  chair,  said  that  at  their  last 
meeting  it  was  suggested  that  some  suitable  method  should 
be  adopted  by  which  the  members  could  be  brought  together 
during  the  summer  months,  and  thus  keep  the  interest  in 
the  Association  sustained.  (Hear,  hear.)  In  the  course  of 
a  discussion  on  the  subject,  some  of  the  members  expressed 
the  view  that  they  should  form  themselves  into  a  photo- 
graphic club  for  the  summer,  and  it  was  pointed  out  that 
they  might  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  photo- 
graphirg  various  kinds  of  vegetable  growths  and  flowers 
that  could  only  be  seen  in  certain  months.  The  result  of 
their  work  in  the  summer  might  serve  as  items  for  discussion 
in  the  winter.  It  was  ultimately  decided  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  consider  the  matter. 

Mr.  A.  L.  Taylor  read  a  paper  on  "  Chemistry  Past  and 
Present."  He  said  he  thought  the  science  of  chemistry 
stood  at  the  head  of  a'l  the  sciences  in  its  universal 
importance  and  application.  Manufactures,  arts,  and  last, 
but  by  no  means  least,  medicine  were  indebted  in  a  greater 
or  lesser  degree  to  chemistry.  He  took  it  that  the  first 
chapter  of  the  history  of  chemistry  extended  from  the  fourth 
to  the  seventeenth  century,  ending  in  1627  with  their 
illustrious  fellow-countryman,  Robert  Boyle.  The  chemistry 
of  those  years  was  really  based  on  the  teaching  of  Aristotle, 
which  supposed  all  matter  to  be  of  one  kind  under  four 
different  and  distinct  conditions — viz.,  dryness  and  wetness 
(earth),  wetness  and  coldness  (water),  wetness  and  heat  (air 
or  steam),  and  dryness  and  heat  (fire).  They  might,  he  con- 
sidered, pride  themselves  on  the  fact  that  Boyle  completely 
overthrew  the  doctrines  of  Aristotle  and  of  Geber,  and 
inaugurated  a  new  era  of  chemistry.  Boyle  was  amongst 
the  first  of  chemists  to  advocate  the  study  of  chemistry  for 
its  own  sake.  The  lecturer  then  dealt  briefly  with  the  work 
of  the  more  recent  discoverers  of  chemical  properties. 


EDINBURGH  DISTRICT  CHEMISTS'  TRADE 
ASSOCIATION. 

At  the  meeting  held  in  Edinburgh  on  Tuesday  evening,  Mr. 
Peter  Boa  in  the  chair,  there  was  a  email  attendance.  Mr. 


John  T.  Coats,  91  Broughton  Street,  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Association.  Mr.  C.  F.  Henry,  the  Secretary,  stated 
that  he  bad  received  from  Mr.  McLaren,  the  convener  of  the 
Pall  Committee,  a  cheque  for  111.  in  connection  with  the 
transfer  of  the  Chemists'  Ball  to  the  Association.  The 
adjourned  discussion  on 

Some  Relations  between  Prescribes  and  Dispenser 

was  resumed  by  Mr.  George  Ltjnan,  who,  in  a  lengthy 
speech,  traversed  the  ground  opened  up  by  the  Chairman  at 
the  previous  meeting,  giving  instances  from  personal  experi- 
ence of  the  dispensing  done  by  doctors,  and  maintaining  in 
regard  to  this  matter  that  the  customs  obtaining  in  different 
districts  could  not  soon  be  reduced  to  a  uniform  and  ideal 
level  of  doctors  prescribing  and  chemists  dispensing.  As  to 
prescribing  by  the  latter,  he  wa-  of  opinion  that  the  educa- 
tion policy  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  would  in  course  of 
time  remove  it,  and  would  do  far  more  towards  that  end  than 
fresh  legislation.  Mr.  Lunan  then  spoke  on  the  ownership 
of  the  prescription ;  andexpressed  the  opinion  that  it  belonged 
to  the  patient,  but  not  to  do  with  it  what  he  liked. 

Mr.  Lyon  Dewae  said  the  chemist  had  no  right  of 
ownership  in  the  prescription.  He  invariably  refuted  to 
give  a  copy  of  a  prescription,  because  bis  experience  was 
that  when  he  did  so  he  never  was  asked  to  dispense  the 
medicine  again.  He  did  not  think  much  could  be  said  about 
proprietary  medicines,  because  there  was  not  a  chemist  in 
the  room  who  would  not  like  his  own  speciality  introduced 
all  over  the  trade. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Macpherson,  after  speaking  about  dispensing 
and  prescribing  and  prescription- ownership,  expressed  his 
views  in  regard  to  proprie'ary  medicines,  of  which  he  said 
there  are  different  kinds.  Antipyiin  is  a  proprietary 
medicine,  and  so  is  Thomson's  or  Jones's  mixture,  which  had 
nothiDg  in  it  but  what  anybody  could  make  up.  When  a 
preparation  was  prescribed  by  a  doctor,  he  did  not  think  it 
was  justifiable  to  substitute  another  for  it.  If  it  could  be 
got  at  all  he  got  it,  and  if  not.  he  sent  to  the  doctor,  asking 
him  to  substitute  something  else  for  it. 

Mr.  John  Bowman  said  he  thought  that  in  the  case  of  pro- 
prietary medicines  being  prescribed  they  should  be  a  little 
more  independent,  and  tell  the  medical  man  that  it  was  not 
easily  procored.  He  had  done  that,  and  he  always  found 
the  medical  man  ready  to  prescribe  something  like  it.  In 
the  case  of  a  medical  man  coming  into  his  shop  and  writing 
a  prescription,  he  invariably  asked  bim  if  he  wished  the 
patient  to  get  it.  It  was  sometimes  the  case  that  two 
doctors  might  be  attending  members  of  the  same  family 
where  club  doctors  were  employed,  and  one  doctor  might 
not  wish  another  to  see  his  prescription.  In  regard  to 
chemists  prescribing,  he  said  there  was  a  great  change  in 
Leiih  during  his  twenty- five  years'  experience  there;  but  he 
sometimes  found  that  the  doctors  did  not  thank  them  for 
sending  a  poor  patient  to  them. 

Mr.  J.  R  Hill  also  spoke  about  ownership  of  the  pre- 
scription, and  quoted  a  decision  given  in  a  Cincinnati  court 
in  1872  in  a  case  where  a  patient  sued  a  chemist  for  posses- 
sion of  a  prescription  which  the  pharmacist  refused  to  deliver 
up.  The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  that  a  chemist  was  under 
no  obligation  to  furnish  a  copy  or  permit  anyone  to  make  a 
copy  of  a  prescription,  and  that  when  the  chemist  had  com- 
pounded the  drug  the  paper  on  which  the  prescription  was 
written  was  his.  The  chemist  could  keep  a  copy  of  the 
prescription  for  his  own  protection,  and,  even  if  he  had 
promised  to  give  a  copy  of  it,  that  was  a  gratuitous  promise 
and  was  void.  A  discussion  in  a  medical  paper  followed, 
and  the  outcome  of  that  was  agreement  with  the  Court's 
decision.  Mr.  Hill  had  spoken  about  the  matter  to  a 
member  of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates,  and  he  ridiculed  the 
idea  of  anybody  having  a  right  to  the  prescription.  He 
put  it  this  way — a  man  went  to  a  doctor  and  paid  him  a  fee 
for  his  advice  and  everything  he  got  from  him  ;  for  the  pre- 
scription as  well  as  the  advice.  He  used  the  prescription 
as  part  of  the  advice  for  which  he  paid  the  fee,  and  on  that 
ground  no  law-court  in  this  country  would  for  a  moment 
entertain  any  proposal  that  either  the  chemist  or  the  pre- 
scriber  was  the  owner.  The  question  had  never  been 
tried  in  the  law-  courts  of  this  country.  As  to  dispensing 
proprietary  medicines,  he  thought  that  was  one  of  the  most 
serious  evils  in  the  present  position  of  medicine.  It  seemed 
to  be  pretty  general  throughout  the  whole  world  that 
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medical  men  were  cow  accepting  prescriptions  ready  made 
from  people  who  might  or  might  not  be  in  possession  of  the 
necessary  skill  for  prescribing  medicine  for  particular 
diseases.  He  feared  from  what  be  had  seen  that  the  pre- 
scribers  accepted  the  manufacturers'  statements  as  if  tbey 
were  well  founded,  and  that  they  gatbeted  their  knowledge 
of  the  medicine  and  its  proper  use  from  the  advertising  in 
medical  journals  or  from  the  finely-put  phrases  of  certain 
very  accomplished  travellers,  who  made  it  their  business  to 
call  on  them  and  introduce  their  various  remedies.  Mr.  Hill 
then  spoke  of  prescribing  by  chemists,  which,  he  said,  had 
been  largely  rednctd  owirg  to  the  policy  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  ;  and  concluded  by  referring  to  the  work  which 
chemists  could  do  to  assist  doctors. 

The  Chairman,  in  closing  the  discussion,  said,  in  regard 
to  Mr.  Hill's  remarks  on  the  ownership  of  prescriptions,  he 
pointed  out  that  the  American  procedure  was  somewhat 
different  from  theirs  *  They  almost  invariably  kept  the 
original  prescription,  and  the  patient  did  not  get  it  back. 
In  relation  to  that  piocedure  he  thought  their  own  was  a 
very  reasonable  one.  They  took  a  copy  for  their  own  pro- 
tection and  i  etui  nsd  the  prescription  to  the  patient.  He 
thought  there  was  a  gieater  amount  of  bona  fides  in  that 
transaction  tban  in  the  other,  and  it  was  the  fairest  way  o£ 
doing. 

Edisbuegh  Decimal  Association. 

The  Secbetary  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  E.  C.  Millar,  C.  A. , 
Secretary  of  the  Edinburgh  Decimal  Association,  calling 
attention  to  the  annual  report,  and  asking  them  to  pass  a 
resolution  in  favour  of  the  recommendation  contained  in  the 
report.  Mr.  McGlashan  proposed  that  they  adopt  a  resolu- 
tion embodying  the  recommendations  in  the  report.  Mr. 
Lunan  thought  the  meeting  was  too  small  for  them  to  dis- 
cuss such  an  important  question,  and  he  moved  that  the 
letter  be  allowed  to  lie  over  till  nest  meeting.  Mr.  Wylie 
seconded,  and  this  was  agreed  to. 


Erase  notes. 


Three  gold  medals  have  been  awarded  to  Messrs. 
Burrocghs,  Wellcome  &  Co.,  of  London,  at  the  Atlanta 
Exposition,  for  a  varied  exhibit  of  their  preparations. 

Messes.  Beeger,  Kahlek  &  Co.,  of  7  Matk  Lane,  have 
been  appointed  agents  ior  the  Aobaltische  Blei-  und  Silber- 
werke,  at  Silbertiiste,  Anhalt,  Germany,  manufacturers  of 
lead  of  silver  salts. 

,  Cocoa  gene. — Messrs.  C.  Barry  &  Co.,  29  Ropemaker 
Street,  Finsbury,  E.C  ,  inform  us  that  they  are  specially 
anxious  to  remind  buyers  that  the  retail  price  for  Boisseliet's 
Cocoagene  is  6d.  for  18  cups—  i  ?.,  three  cups  for  Id.  We  said 
last  week  that  there  are  12  tablets  in  a  box,  there  are 
really  18. 

Messes.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co 's  price-list  for  1896  is  an 
octavo  volume  of  228  pages.  In  it  the  whole  of  the  firm's 
manufactures  are  specified  and,  where  possible,  illustrated, 
and  besides  there  are  numerous  pages  of  useful  information. 
We  note  with  curiosity  ihat  the  artist  who  designed  tbe 
cover  has  made  Hippocrates  exceedingly  like  the  Marquis  of 
Salisbury.  Chemists  who  wish  a  copy  of  the  price-list 
should  write  to  21  North  Audley  Street,  London,  but  those 
who  are  nearer  headquarters,  Detroit,  Mich.,  U  S.A.,  may 
write  to  that  address. 

In  sendirjg  us  a  copy  of  their  new  catalogue  of  photogra- 
phic specialities  (which  contains  some  remaikable  pictures), 
the  Thornton  Pickard  Manufacturing  Company,  Altrincham, 
near  Manchester,  enclose  an  album  of  photographs  of  their 
works,  which  are  not  only  excellent  pictures  but  show  how 
the  company  have  built  up  out  of  two  specialities  a  large 
and  flourishing  industry.  These  specialities  are  the  ruby 
camera  and  the  famous  shutter.  We  observe  from  the 
catalogue  that  the  camera  has  been  so  improved  that  it  can 
be  used  as  a  hand- camera,  and  the  first  picture  in  the 
catalogue  is  oneofaliitle  maid  of  about  three  holding  the 
camera  as  if  she  loved  it. 

*Itis  also  the  custom  to  supply  physicians  with  prescription-blanks 
having  the  chemist's  name  upon  them,  and  which  are  frequently  addressed 
to  the  chemist.  This  circumstance  points  to  a  distinction  between  the 
American  and  English  customs.— Ed.  C.  <£•  D. 


Consequent  on  the  much-regretted  death  of  Mr.  John 
Banks,  the  management  of  the  surgeons'  instrument  depart- 
ment in  the  business  of  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson 
will  betaken  over  by  Mr.  Henry  Trentham  Maw,  second  son 
of  Mr.  Charles  Maw,  senior  partner  in  the  firm,  assisted  by 
the  present  staff,  most  of  whom  have  been  for  many  years 
employed  in  the  department.  Mr.  Henry  Trentham  Maw 
was  educated  at  Cambridge  and  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
he  took  his  degrees  of  M.A.  and  M.B.  at  Cambridge  Univer- 
sity, he  is  member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  and 
has  had  considerable  experience  in  London  and  other 
hospitals. 

A  50Z.  Prize  for  a  Fruit  dryer  — Through  the  Bath 
and  West  of  England  Agricultural  Society,  which  will  hold 
its  annual  show  at  St.  Albans  from  May  27  to  Jane  1  next, 
the  proprietors  of  The  Ironmonger  newspaper,  London,  offer 
a  ptiza  of  50Z.  for  the  best  machine  for  fruit  and  vegetable 
drying.  It  is  hoped  that  this  offer  may  have  the  effect  of 
bringing  forward  a  machine  which  will  enable  cur  fruit  and 
vegetable  growers  to  dry  their  products,  and  so  realise  a 
much  higher  price  for  them  than  they  commoi-ly  do  now 
that  the  universal  practice  is  to  glut  the  markets  with  all 
kinds  of  fruit  directly  it  is  ripe.  Full  particulars  of  the 
competition  will  be  supplied  by  the  secretary  of  the  Bath 
and  West  of  England  Society,  Mr.  T.  F.  Plowman,  4  Terrace 
Walk,  Bath,  and  tbe  machines  will  be  tried  and  judged  at 
the  St.  Albans  Show. 


personalities. 

Mr.  M.  Wolverson,  chemist,  Hednesford,  has  been 
appointed  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  his  district. 

Mr.  David  Rees,  of  tbe  Medical  Hall,  Llandiloes,  has 
been  appointed.  Registrar  of  Maniages  for  the  district. 

Mr.  Horace  Davenport  asks  us  to  state  that  applications 
for  membership  of  the  Chemists'  Club  should  not  be  made 
to  him,  but  to  the  Secretaries  of  "Camwal"  and  Messrs. 
Barclay  &  Son  (Limited). 

In  connection  with  the  article  on  the  Thomsons  in  our  last 
issue  we  learn  that  Dr.  Dundas  Thomson  became  lecturer  in 
chemistry  at  St.  Thomas's  in  May,  1853,  and  held  the  chair 
until  Februarv,  1860,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  the  late  Dr. 
Bernajs,  on  whose  death  Professor  Dunstan  was  appointed. 
It  is  a  curious  coincidence  that  of  the  present  Secretaries  of 
the  Chemical  Society  one  is  a  relative  of  Thomson,  'and  the 
other  his  successor  at  St.  Thomas's  and  the  University  of 
London. 

In  publishing  tbe  portraits  of  wholesale  druggists  last 
week,  we  were  not  able  in  all  cases  to  give  those  of  the 
whole  of  the  partners  in  the  firms  represented.  Mr.  Layman, 
sen.  (Wright,  Layman  &  Umney),  Mr.  Treacher  and  Mr. 
Clarke  (Hodgkinsons,  Treacher  &  Clarke),  Mr.  Sidney  Baiss 
(Baiss  Brothers),  Mr.  Wilson  Stacey  (Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.), 
Mr.  E.  H  Grimwade  (Grimwade,  Ridley  &  Co.),  and  Mr.  J 
Murison  (Lorimer  &  Co.)  were  among  those  whose  portraits 
were  not  available  in  time. 

*  Sir  James  Hoeher  Haslett,  who  was  on  January  22 
last  elected  M.P.  for  North  Belfast,  in  succession  to  the  late 
Sir  Edward  Harland,  is  a  son  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Haslett, 
Presbyterian  minister  at  Castlereagb,  was  born  at  Knock, 
co.  Down,  in  1833,  and  is  a  chemist  and  druggist  at  Belfast, 
where  he  began  business  in  partnership  with  his  brothers  in 
1854.  Sir  James  Haslett,  who  is  a  Magistrate  and  Alderman 
of  Balfast,  and  was  Mayor  in  1887  and  1888,  was  created  a 
KnightBachelorin  1887.  He  married,  in  1877,  Annie,  daughter 
of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Rea,  of  Islandreagh,  co.  Antrim,  and 
Hazelville  Road,  Hornsey  Lane,  N.,  being  left  a  widower 
in  1894.  He  is  not  new  to  Parliamentary  life,  having  been 
relumed  as  the  first  member  for  West  Belfast  in  1885,  when 
he  defeated  Mr.  Thomas  Sexton  by  35  votes.  At  the  General 
Election  of  1886,  however,  he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Sexton 
by  a  majority  of  103  votes,  and  since  that  date  he  has  been 
out  of  Parliament.  Sir  James  Haslett  has  taken  a  prominent 
part  in  the  pharmaceutical  politics  of  Ireland,  and  proved 
an  able  champion  of  the  druggist  party  in  the  Parliamentary 
contest  which  ended  with  the  Pharmacy  Act  (Ireland) 
Amendment  Act  of  1890.  He  is  the  only  chemist  and  drug- 
gist in  Parliament. 
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Xegal  TReports* 


APPEAL  UNDER  THE  IRISH  PHARWACY  ACT. 

At  the  Newry  Quarter  Sessions  on  January  24,  Mr.  David 
Wilson,  Rathfriland,  appealed  against  a  decision  of  the 
Lower  Court  convicting  him  of  a  breach  of  the  Poisons  Act — 
viz  ,  the  retailing  and  dispensing  of  cantharides  contained  in 
a  bottle  of  Leeming's  essence,  the  particulars  of  which  have 
already  appeared.  The  defendant,  who  admitted  the 
offences,  pleaded  ignorance  of  the  law,  and  said  he  got  the 
article  from  one  of  the  most  respectable  firms  in  Dublin. 
He  asked  that  the  two  convictions — for  keeping  open  £hop 
and  for  selling  the  essence — be  counted  as  one  case,  or  that 
one  of  the  two  convictions  be  quashed. 

Mr.  E.  S.  Milieu  appeared  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
and  Mr.  McClelland,  solicitor,  represented  the  defendant  and 
appellant. 

Mr.  McClelland  said  that  od  behalf  of  the  defendant  he 
admitted  the  offences,  but  desired  to  offer  an  explanation. 
His  client  was  a  respectable  merchant  in  Rithfiiland.  He 
got  notice  some  time  ago  to  the  effect  that  it  would  be  well 
for  him  to  get  rid  of  anything  the  contents  of  which  were  of 
a  poisonous  nature.  He  complied  with  that  notice  so  far  as 
he  could,  but  unfortunately  it  turned  out  that  this  Leemirjg's 
essence  contained  cantharides,  a  scheduled  poison.  He  was 
instructed  that  in  the  Court  below  it  was  stated  that  the  reason 
cantharides  was  scheduled  was  because  it  had  formerly  been 
used  for  immoral  purposes.  But  Mr.  Wilson,  knew  nothing 
about  that.  He  got  the  article  from  one  of  the  most  respect- 
able fir  ns  in  Dublin.  Hj  (Mr.  McClelland)  suggested  that  the 
ends  of  justice  would  be  met  if  one  of  the  convictions  were 
confirmed  and  the  other  reversed. 

His  Honour :  Mr.  Millen,  don't  you  thick  the  exigencies 
of  this  transaction  would  be  met  by  the  conviction  in  the  one 
offence  ? 

Mr.  Millen  said  that  acting  on  his  instructions  he  must 
press  the  case. 

His  Honour  said  if  the  law  empowered  him  to  reverse  one 
of  the  decisions  he  would  do  bo. 

Mr.  Millen  said  that  undoubtedly  two  offences  were  set 
out  in  the  Act  of  Parliament — one  for  actually  selling,  and 
the  other  for  keeping  open  shop  for  sa'e.  Of  course,  if  it 
were  left  to  himself  he  would  know  how  to  act. 

His  Honour  said  he  would  reserve  his  decision,  and  Mr. 
Millen  said  he  would  write  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in 
the  meat-time. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Seidlitz-powders. 

The  questions  raised  in  defence  to  the  prosecution  of  Mr. 
E.  F.  Strickland,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Ealing,  for  having 
sold  seidlitz  powders  not  in  accordance  with  the  formula  in 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  reported  last  week,  are  to  be 
carried  to  appeal.  On  Saturday  last  Mr.  F.  Walker, 
solicitor,  applied  to  the  Brentford  Justices  to  state  a  case 
for  the  consideration  of  the  High  Court  upon  the  points 
following : — (I)  Whether  the  summons  issued  against  the 
said  E.  F.  Strickland  disclosed  any  legal  offence ;  (2)  whether 
the  public  analyst  duly  complied  with  section  15  of  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act ;  (3)  whether  the  person 
requiring  the  article  to  be  analysed  daly  complied  with 
sections  13  and  16  of  the  said  Act ;  (4)  whether  the  evidence 
adduced  at  the  triil  of  the  said  case  proved  any  offence 
under  the  said  Act;  and  (5)  whether  there  was  any  sufficient 
legal  evidence  to  show  that  the  article  purchased  by  the 
complainant  was  delivered  to  the  public  analyst.  Mr.  Walser 
pointed  out  the  great  importance  to  chemists  which  a  settle- 
ment of  the  points  involved. 

Mr.  Sharpe  (on  the  Bench)  said  there  was  little  in  the 
points.  The  main  one  was  totally  ignored,  lc  was  whether 
chemists  should  be  confined  within  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia, and  never  be  allowed  to  sell  compounds  outside  its 
formu'ac.  There  was  nothing  in  the  application  on  the 
points  raised. 

Mr.  Walker  submitted  his  first  point  embraced  the  one 
mentioned.  The  grave  question  was  whether  a  man  in 
selling,  as  Mr.  Strickland  did,  a  thiDg  similar  to  one  pre- 


scribed in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  but  in  larger  propor- 
tions, committed  an  offence. 

The  Chairman  said  the  Justices  had  considered  the  points 
raised,  and  were  of  opinion  they  were  frivolous 

Mr.  Walker  said  that  if  that  were  the  opinion  he  must 
abide  by  ic,  an  d  take  such  other  courses  as  were  open  to 
him.    He  submitted  still  that  his  form  was  correct. 

The  Chairman  said  that  No.  1  could  not  be  made  the  issue 
by  any  twisting.  The  Bench  were  willing  to  aid  if  the  proper 
form  were  put  before  them. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Walker  renewed  his  application  on  the 
following  grounds : — "I  ask  the  Bench  to  grant  my  appli- 
cation on  the  ground  thafc  a  chemist  does  cot  commit  any 
offence  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  if,  on  being 
asked  for  a  box  of  seidlitz  powders,  he  supplies  powders  of 
the  same  ingredients  and  similar  proportions  to  the  pulvis 
soda  tartarata  efferveseens —  effervescent  tartarated-soda 
powders — mentioned  in  page  26  of  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia, 1885,  containing  a  larger  quantity  of  such  powder 
than  the  quantity  there  specified." 

The  Chairman  said  the  Bench  we  ald  grant  a  case  on  that 
point. 

Mr.  Walker :  May  I  include  in  the  case  the  grave  point 
whether  section  16  was  complied  with  ? 

The  Chairman  :  We  have  decided  that  on  the  question  of 
fact. 

Mr.  Walker :  I  am  sorry  for  that ;  it  will  drive  me  to  apply 
for  a  mandamus. 


BEESAVAX. 

At  Tunbridge  Wells,  on  Friday,  Mr.  Albert  Chapman, 
grocer,  Pembury,  was  summoned  for  selling  beeswax  not 
of  the  nature,  quality,  and  substance  demanded.  Mr.  Adams, 
of  Maidstone,  the  Kent  public  analyst,  certified  that  the 
sample  purchased  contained  50  per  cent,  of  paraffin  wax. 
Defendant  stated  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  presence  of 
paraffin  in  the  beeswax.  The  Bench  said  no  disgrace  rested 
on  the  character  of  the  defendant,  who  did  not  know  the 
nature  of  the  article  sold.  A  fine  of  Is  and  13*  costs  was 
imposed. 


The  Analyst's  Certificate. 
In  the  Qaeen's  Bench  Division  on  January  27,  an  appeal 
from  the  Clerkenwell  stipendiary  magistrate  was  heard  by 
Mr.  Justice  Hawkins  and  Mr.  Justice  Kennedy  in  the  case 
of  Fortune  v  Hanson.  Hanson  had  sold  a  churn  of  milk 
which  the  public  analyst  certified  lo  be  adulterated  with 
added  water.  The  words  of  the  certificate  on  which  the 
appeal  turned  were  as  follows  :— "  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
said  sample  contained  perc  ctages  of  foreign  ingredients  as 
under: — 5  percent,  of  added  water  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
purchaser."  The  magistrate  dismissed  the  summons  on  the 
ground  that  the  certificate  was  not  in  order,  and  the  pro- 
secutor appealed.  The  Court  now  supported  the  magis- 
trate's decision.  After  heating  arguments  from  Mr. 
Macmorran  for  the  appellant,  acd  from  Mr.  Morton  Smith 
for  the  respondent,  Mr  Justice  Hawkins  said  the  certificate 
did  not  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  Act.  It  was 
admitted  that  milk  naturally  had  water  in  it,  and  therefore  it 
was  necessary,  in  his  opinion,  that  the  magistrate  should  know 
what  standard  the  analyst  took.  Standards  differed  greatly  ; 
the  magistrate  might  take  one,  and  the  aralyst  another.  To 
say  there  was  5  per  cent,  of  "  added  water"  was  merely  an 
opinion  of  the  analyst.  The  justices  ought  to  know  upon 
what  percentage  he  based  his  calculation.  It  was  not  as  if 
water  was  a  substance  totally  unknown  in  milk  in  its  pure 
state. 

Mr.  Justice  Kennedy  concurred.  The  certificate  was  to 
give  substantially  the  data  on  which  the  justices  could  act 
for  themselves.  It  would  be  wrong  to  convict  on  a  mere 
statement  that  there  was  5  per  cent,  of  added  water.  The 
analysis  should  be  clear  and  afford  materials  on  which  the 
justices  and  the  accused  also  might  know  how  the  results 
had  been  arrived  at. 


To  the  Prejudice  of  Pqbchaser. 
A  DECISION  was  given  at  Epsom  lest  week  in  a  milk  case, 
dismissing  a  snmmcns  on  the  ground  that  it  did  not  state 
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thctii  me  mi  IK  was  sola  "  go  tne  prejudice  of  the  purchaser." 
A  previous  decision  by  a  London  magistrate  to  the  same 
effect  was  quoted. 


*Copfer  in  Peas. 

The  prosecution,  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
of  Mr.  isomers,  a  provision-dealer,  for  selling  preserved  peas 
containing  gr.  of  copper  per  lb.  came  again  before  the 
Southwark  Magistrate  on  January  22.  At  the  previous 
hearing  Dr.  Leonard  Wild,  Dr.  Waldo,  Dr.  David  Somer- 
ville,  and  Dr.  Heron  were  called  for  the  prosecution,  and 
the  evidence  went  to  show  tbat  copper  was  a  cumulative 
poison,  which,  when  taken  daily  for  any  length  of  time, 
would  produce  peripheral  neuritis,  causing  paralysis  of 
the  extremities.  Dr.  Frederick  Smith,  Dr.  Biss,  Dr. 
Thos.  Whiteside-Hine,  and  Dr.  Walter  Winter  were  bow 
called  on  behalf  of  defendant,  and  all  contradicted  the 
evidence  for  the  prosecution,  statirjg  tbat  when  the  copper 
■came  in  contact  with  the  peas  an  almost  insoluble  salt, 
called '*  ferrocyanide  of  copper,"  was  formed,  scarcely  any 
of  which  would  be  absorbed  into  the  system  during  the 
process  of  digestion.  In  their  opinion,  if  all  the  copper 
found  in  the  peas  were  digested  no  harm  would  accrue. 
Dr.  Hine  stated  that  there  was  no  properly  authenticated 
case  of  chronic  copper- poisoning  on  record,  and  when  cross- 
examined  by  Mr.  Dodd,  who  read  extracts  from  various 
standard  works,  in  which  reference  was  made  to  "  copper- 
poisoning,"  said  that  the  authors  were  only  "  theorising," 
and  challenged  the  counsel  to  find  a  passage  in  which  either 
definitely  alluded  to  a  case  of  that  disease  that  had  come 
under  their  individual  notice.  Witness  knew  of  lots  of  cases 
where  much  larger  doses  of  copper  than  would  be  consumed 
with  the  peas  in  question  had  been  taken  continuously  for 
months  without  any  harm  resulting.  Although  two  million 
bottles  of  peas  were  annually  consumed  in  tbis  country,  he 
had  never  come  across  or  had  known  any  medical  man  who 
had  treated  a  patient  who  had  been  made  ill  through  par- 
taking of  them.  The  last  of  the  evidence  was  heard  on 
January  29,  Dr.  Paul  testifying  for  the  defendant.  Mr.  Fen- 
wick  again  adjourned  the  case  to  consider  his  decision. 


COUNTY  COURT  CASES. 

The  Goods  wj^ke  Returned. 

At  the  Bloomsbury  County  Court,  on  January  24,  Messrs. 
Hockin,  Wilson  &  Co.  sued  the  Leeds  Drug  Company  for 
14s.,  balance  of  account  rendered.  Defendants  pleaded  that 
they  had  returned  goods  for  this  amount,  and  been  allowed 
for  them  The  goods  were  returned  on  June  22.  A  servant 
of  the  Midland  Railway  Company  proved  the  despatch  and 
receipt  of  the  goods,  and  the  defendants  put  in  a  statement 
of  the  plaintiffs'  showing  that  the  amount  bad  been  allowed. 
His  Honour  gave  judgment  for  the  defendants,  with  costs, 
and  railway  return  fare  from  Leeds. 


Claim  for  Chemical-food. 

In  the  Westminster  County  Court  on  Wednesday.  Bovine 
(Limited)  sued  a  Mr.  Gould  in  respect  of  a  quantity  of  patent 
horse-food  supplied  to  the  order  of  the  defendant.  The 
defendant  said  he  objected  to  the  plaintiffs'  claim  on  the 
ground  that  their  charge  was  excessive.  They  had  charged 
him  24  s.  per  cwt.,  and  he  contended  that  the  price  ought 
only  to  be  12.?.  His  Honour,  after  hearing  evidence,  reduced 
the  plaintiffs'  claim  by  11.  and  gave  judgment  for  21.  14s., 
with  costs. 


Claim  against  a  Chemist. 

In  the  Westminster  County  Court  on  Wednesday,  in  the 
case  of  Thorne  v.  Gilbert,  the  plaintiff  sought  to  recover  the 
sum  of  31.  10s.  in  respect  of  goods  alleged  to  have  been 
supplied  about  seven  years  ago  to  the  defendant,  who  was 
described  as  a  chemist  of  Birmingham.  In  answer  to  his 
Honour,  plaintiff's  solicitor  said  the  claim  was  not  barred  by 
the  statute,  as  the  defendant  had  recently  admitted  his 
liability  in  a  letter  written  to  his  clients.  The  defendant 
was  not  present  to  dispute  the  debt,  and  his  Honour  made 
an  order  for  payment  of  the  amount  claimed,  with  costs. 


♦Responsibility  for  Goods  Stored  by  a 
Railway  Company. 

At  the  Grimsby  County  Court,  on  January  21,  before  his 
Honour  Judge  Shortt,  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company 
sued  Messrs.  Williamson  &  Co.,  cattle-oil  manufacturers  of 
Grimsby,  for  rent  for  9  months'  storage  of  certain  goods. 
Mr.  Castle,  of  Horncastle,  who  gave  evidence  for  the 
plaintiffs,  said  the  goods  were  sent  to  him  on  sale  or 
return,  that  he  had  returned  them,  and  that  the  defendants 
refused  to  receive  them.  His  Honour  held  that,  no  matter 
who  was  the  real  owner  of  the  goods,  Mr.  Castle  had  no 
authority  to  make  a  contract  with  the  railway  company  on 
behalf  of  the  defendants,  and  he  therefore  found  for  the 
defendants,  but  gave  leave  to  appeal,  the  cost  of  which, 
however,  he  thought'the  railway  company  should  pay. 


Damage  in  Transit. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court,  on  Tuesday,  before  Mr.  Regis- 
trar Wild,  Mrs.  Annie  Hill,  lozeDge  dealer,  25  St.  Peter's 
Road,  Mile  End,  E  ,  sought  to  recover  21.  14s.  against  the 
London  &  North- Western  Railway  Company,  for  damage 
caused  in  transit  to  a  parcel  containing  lozenges  which  was 
handed  to  them  for  delivery  at  Cardiff.  Mr.  Windsor  appeared 
for  the  plaintiff,  and  Mr.  C.  H,  Mason  for  the  defendants. 
The  plaintiff's  case  was  that  in  September  last  two  parcels, 
containing  medicated  lozenges  known  as  Cubebic  lozenges, 
were  given  to  the  defendants  to  be  delivered  by  them  to  one 
of  the  plaintiff's  customers,  Mr.  Adams,  of  Cardiff.  Only  one 
parcel  arrived  at  its  destination.  The  other,  haviDg  been 
delayed  in  transit,  was  kept  at  the  defendants'  booking-office 
at  Cardiff  for  four  or  five  weeks.  The  plaintiff  eventually 
discovered  that  Mr.  Adams  had  only  received  one  of  the 
parcels,  the  other  with  §-gcoss  boxes  of  lczenges  in  it  never 
having  been  handed  to  him.  The  defendants  were  asked  to 
return  the  lozenges  to  the  plaintiff,  and  that  was  done,  but 
the  parcel  was  so  damaged  that  the  plaintiff  would  not  take 
it  in.  Sbe  now  claimed  for  the  loss  sustained.  The  profit  on 
the  lozenges  was  7.s.,  but  the  cost  of  putting  them  into  the 
boxes  which  contained  them  was  about  21.  She  could  not 
say  the  exact  cost  of  the  lozeDges  to  her,  because  she  bought 
them  by  the  cwt.  The  defendants  bad  offered  to  pay  14  s., 
but  she  had  declined  to  take  this  Mr.  Mason,  for  the  de- 
fendants, said  that  there  had  been  insufficient  packing.  It  was 
unreasonable,  he  urged,  to  ask  a  railway  company  to  carry  a 
parcel  weighing  13  or  14  lb.  when  the  goods  were  packed  in 
flimsy  cardboard  boxes,  and  tied  up  with  string.  The  plain- 
tiff should  have  made  good  the  defect  and  then  charged  the 
defendants  with  the  loss  and  not  have  thrown  the  whole  lot 
of  goods  on  their  hands.  Mr.  Registrar  Wild  said  he  thought 
the  lczenges  were  badly  packed,  but  as  the  defendants  had 
admitted  liability,  be  must  find  for  the  plaintiff.  He  would 
allow  her  11.  10s.    Costs  were  also  allowed. 


FACTORY  ACT  PROSECUTION. 

At  the  derkenwell  Police  Court  on  Saturday,  January  25, 
the  Sharp  Brothers  Soap  and  Perfumery  Company  (Limited), 
of  18  and  19  Red  Lion  Square,  Holborn,  were  summoned  for 
that  having  opened  a  factory  they  did  not  within  one  month 
serve  on  the  inspector  under  the  Factory  Acts  a  notice  con- 
taioing  particulars  as  required  by  statute.  Mr.  Matthew 
Hale,  solicitor,  appeared  for  the  company,  and  pleaded 
guilty  to  the  offence.  The  company  were  further  summoned 
for  employing  three  women  at  overtime  in  excess  of  the 
number  of  times  allowed  by  the  Act.  It  appeai  iid  that  the 
girls  had  worked  more  than  forty-eight  times  from  August 
December  last,  foity-eigbt  being  the  maximum  number  of  times 
allowed  per  year.  Mr.  Hale  said  there  had  been  a  transfer 
of  the  business  and  removal,  and  the  new  firm  continued  to 
send  notifications  of  overtime  with  an  indiarubber  stamped 
notice  upon  them  of  the  change  of  address,  which  was 
thought  to  meet  the  first  summons.  He  also  contended  that 
the  factory-inspectors  ought  to  have  seen  from  the  notices 
that  the  overtime  was  being  exceeded,  and  to  have  called  the 
attention  of  the  firm  to  the  matter ;  but  he  believed  the 
notices  went  to  the  workshops  department  instead  of  the 
fitting  department.  Penalties  and  costs  amounting  to  4£.  7s. 
were  imposed. 
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UNSTAMPED  MEDICINES. 

In  Dundee  J. P.  Court,  on  January  27,  Thomas  Morrison, 
medical  herbalist,  Hawkhill,  was  charged  with  three  con- 
traventions of  the  Medicine  Stamp  Act,  1802.  It  was 
alleged  that  on  October  24,  1895,  in  his  premises,  be  sold  to 
James  Joseph  Leonard,  Inland  Revenue  officer,  a  bottle  con- 
taining "concentrated  extract  for  indigestion,"  and  a  box 
containing  "aperient  pills,'' and  on  November  1  a  packet  of 
powders  called  "  New  Remedy  for  StoDe  in  the  Bladder,"  all 
os  which  were  liable  to  stamp  duty,  without  the  necessary 
labels  denoting  the  duty  charged  upon  the  articles.  He 
pleaded  guilty,  and  was  rioed  18s ,  with  the  alternative  of 
five  days'  imprisonment.  He  was  then  charged  with  another 
contravention  of  the  Act,  by  having  sold  a  bottle  containing 
"  concentrated  eztract  for  indigestion  "  without  having  taken 
out  the  licence  required  by  the  Act.  He  was  ordered  to  pay 
6s.,  or  undergo  five  days'  imprisonment. 

William  Kershaw,  chemist.  Crumbles  Street,  Leeds,  was 
accused  of  selling  a  box  of  "  Beecham's  pills,"  in  his  premises 
in  Lochee  Road,  Dundee,  on  October  24  last,  without  having 
a  licence.  Kershaw  failed  to  appear,  but  the  charge  was 
established,  and  a  fine  of  21 ,  with  the  alternative  of  ten 
days'  imprisonment,  was  imposed. 


2>eefc  of  Hrranoement 


Cosbie,  Charles  Leopold,  Medical  Hall,  Ballsbridge,  chemist  and 
druggist.  Agreement  for  payment  of  debts  in  full,  by  eigbt  equal 
instalments,  at  three,  six,  nine,  twelve,  fifteen,  eighteen,  twenty-one, 
and  twenty-four  months  respectively ;  secured  by  joint  anil  several 
promissory  notes  of  debtor  and  trustee,  and  further  secured  by  debtor 
covenanting  to  hand  to  trustee  21.  weekly  until  debts  are  fully 
satisfied.  Trustee,  Maurice  I  urtin,  73  George's  Street,  Dublin,  tea- 
merchant.  Dated  January  14  ;  filed  January  17.  Liabilities  un- 
secured, 2287. 14s.  Id.   The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  :— 

£   s.  d. 

Ayrton  <fc  Saunders,  Liverpool   36  11  1 

Boileau  &  Boyd,  Dublin   159  IS  10 

Harker,  Stagg  &  Morgan,  London  12    6  8 


(Sa3ette, 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Dugdale,  W.  D.,  and  Densham,  L.,  under  the  style  of  the  Ultra- 
marine Manufacturing  Company,  Poole,  manufacturers  of  ultra- 
marine polishing  paste  and  other  articles. 

Trego,  A.,  Hunt,  G.  S.,  and  Smith,  W.  W.,  under  the  style  of  Tabor, 
Trego  &  Co ,  New  Broad  Street,  E.G.,  and  Bow.  E.,  varnish  aud  J.-ipan 
manufacturers. 

Wallace,  R.  U..  and  Hoskin,  T.,  under  .the  style  of  Wallace  &  Hosldn, 
Cravenhurst,  Stamford  Hill,  N.  ,and  Amhurst  Road,  Hackney  Downs, 
N.K.,  surgeons,  apothecaries,  and  accoucheurs. 

Adjudications. 

Brooke,  Florence  Mary  (late  wife  of  Mark  Peaison  Brooke,  deceased), 
Nottingham,  dentist. 

Hale,  Arthur,  (trading  as  Arthur  Hale  Son),  Regent  Street,  W., 
me  Real  galvauist. 

Reynolds,  Arthur  Douglas  (trading  as  A.  Reynolds),  Liverpool, 
surgical-instrument  maker. 

Adjudication  Annulled. 

Heard,  Edward,  Golborne  Road,  North  Kensington.  S.W.,  surgeon. 

Obdee  Made  on  Application  fob  Dischabge. 
Greenway,  James  Riley,  Tunbridge  Wells,  doctor  of  mediciue— dis- 
charge suspended  for  two  years  ending  December  19, 1897. 


"  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  of  London,  is,"  says  the 
Alumni  Report,  "  unquestionably  one  of  the  best  pharma- 
ceutical journals  published.  Biight,  newsy,  and  '  up-to-date,' 
it  stands  in  the  very  front  rack  of  modern  pharmaceutical 
journalism.  But  when  it  wanders  into  the  field  of  American 
humour  it  evinces  its  English  origin,  as  witnesseth  the 
following  abstract  from  its  pages,'  and  then  the  Report 
proceedeth  to  quote  our  little  joke  about  Professor  Reming- 
ton being  bloodthirsty,  from  which  we  have  the  consolation 
that  the  humoar-blind  faculty  is  the  common  inheritance  of 
the  Anglo-Saxon  race. 


This  somewhat  defiant 
sketch  is  a  pen-and-ink 
drawing  which  has  been 
made  for  the  Apollinaris 
Company  by  Mr.  Linley 
Sambourne,  the  eminent 
Punch  artist.  We  be- 
lieve this  is  the  first 
time  this  sketch  has  ap- 
pealed in  any  journal. 
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AS  we  have  reported  on  several  previous  occasions,  an 
Association  has  been  in  course  of  inauguration  having 
for  its  purpose  the  union  of  owners  of  proprietary  articles 
with  the  wholesale  and  retail  distrioutors  of  the  same,  which 
should  discuss  matters  of  common  interest  with  a  view  of 
taking  such  steps  as  might  seem  advisable  to  deal  with 
extreme  cuttirg,  and  to  prevent  substitution.  Mr.  G.  R. 
Barclay  (Baiclay  &  Sons,  Limited)  and  Mr.  Tebbutt  (William 
Sutton  &  Co.)  witn  Mr.  Glyn- Jones,  chemist  and  proprietor 
of  the  Anti-cutting  Record,  appear  to  have  been  the  original 
promoters  or  the  scheme.  They  found  a  very  geneial  desire 
amorg  all  sections  of  the  trade  to  discuss  the  matter,  and 
after  two  or  three  preliminary  meetings,  to  which  leporters 
were  not  invited,  a  first  general  meeting  was  called  at 
Anderton's  Hotel  on  Wednesday  las%  January  29,  at  3  p  m. 
Among  the  firms  represented  at  this  meeting  were  Barclay  Sc 
Sons  (Limited),  William  Sutton  &  Co,  W.  Edwards  &  Son, 
Corneille  David  &  Co.,  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson,  May, 
Eoberts  &  Co.,  John  Sanger  &  Sons,  H.  Brandreth  ^Homocea), 
Rowland  &  Son,  The  Chemists'  Association  (Limited), 

G.  Nelson,  Dale  &  Co  ,  The  Condal  Water  Company,  Nortocs 
(Limited),  W  halpton  &  Son,  Frame  Food  Company,  Neave's 
Food,  Garman  brothers,  K.  Sainsbuiy,  Fassett  &  Johnson, 
Allen  &  Hanbarys,  Bovril  (Limited),  Powell's  Balsam,  W.  Hay- 
man,  Joshua  Barrett,  William  Johnston,  Hirst,  Brooke  &  Hirst, 
Leeds  ;  Coleman  &  Co  ,  Noiwich  ;  Monis  &  Jones,  Liverpool  ; 
Alired  Bird,  Birmingtiam  ;  W.  T.  Owbridge,  Hull ;  Cadtrary, 
Birmingham.  On  tne  motion  of  Mr.  Tebbutt,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Gilligan,  Mr.  Geo.  R.  Barclay  was  elected  to  the  chair, 
after  which  the  Secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  meet- 
ing, held  cn  December  13.  A  letter  was  also  lead  from 
Messrs.  Evans,  Gadd  &  Co.,  of  Exeter,  saying  they  sympa- 
thised with  the  objects  of  the  Association,  as  the  proprietary 
business  was  not  worth  attention  at  the  present  unremunera- 
tive  prices. 

Mr.  Glyn  Jones,  the  secretary,  said  that  at  the  meeting  held 
on  December  19,  a  series  of  rults  was  drawn  up  to  be  submitted 
to  the  present  meeting  for  modification  or  adoption  as  the 
meetiDg  might  think  fit.  In  the  meantime  he  bad  com- 
municated with  the  majority  of  the  important  manufacturers 
and  wholesale  houses,  and  up  to  the  present  the  iollowirg 
proprietors  had  joined  the  Association  : — 

Allen  &  Hanburj's  (Limited) 
Thomas  Brecbmn,  St.  Helens 
Lovril  (Limited) 

H.  Brandreth,  Birkenhead 
Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co. 


Cadbury  Brothers,  Birmingham 
Corneil  e  David  &  Co. 


Frame  Food  Company 
0.  H.  Maclean  ( Alcock  s  Plasters) 
Rowland  &  Co. 
WLelpton  &  Co. 
EllimaD,  Sons  &  Co. 
Mr.  Hall  (of  Hall's  Coca  Wine) 
Coleman  &  Co.  (Limited),  Norwich 


The  wholesale  houses  who  had  joined  the  Association 
were — 

May,  Roberts  &  Co. 
Maw,  Son  &  Thompson 
Morris  &  Jones,  Liverpool 
V .  Sutton  &  Co. 


Barclay  &  Sons  (Limited) 
Butler  &  Ciispe 

The  Chemists'  Association  (Limited) 
W.  Edwards  &  Son 


Hirst,  B  coke  &  Hirst,  Leeds 


Sanger  &  Soa 


Mr.  Glyn- Jones  exp'ained  that  it  had  been  thought  advisable 
to  invite  to  this  met  ting  those  firms,  who,  though  they  had 
not  yet  subscribed  to  tbe  Association,  were  favourably  dis- 
posed to  it.  Tbc  meeting  had  been  called  primarily  lor  the 
purpose  of  appointing  an  executive  council,  and  to  frame 
rules  for  the  guidance  of  the  Association.  Of  course  it  could 
hardly  be  expected  that  gentlemen  who  were  not  members 
of  the  Asf  ociation  should  vote  for  the  Council,  or  for  layiDg 
down  rules  for  the  government  of  a  body  to  which  they  did 
not  belong;  and  they  would  ask  that  if  any  gentlemen 
loresent  wished  to  vote  they  would  previously  intimate  their 
intenii.n  to  the  secretary  of  joining  the  Association. 

Theie  was  no  response  to  this  invitation,  and  the  Chair- 
man then  proceeded  to  read  the  proposed  rules  teriaXim, 
The  first  as  drafted  was 

That  the  name  of  the  Society  be  "  Th?  'Association  of  Manufacturers  and 
Distributors  of  Proprietary  Articles." 

The  secretary  said  an  objection  to  this  title  had  been 
raised    by   the   Midland   Cnemists'  Association  on  the 


ground  that  it  was  too  cumbersome,  and  after  some  discus- 
sion an  amendment  was  put  to  the  meeting  and  carried  that 
the  title  be  altered  to  '  The  Proprietary  Article  Trades 
Association." 

The  title  settled,  the  Chairman  proceeded  to  read  tbe 
subsequent  rules,  an  occasional  discussion  interning.  As. 
firalJy  adopted,  they  stand  thus  : — 

2.  Objects  :  That  the  following  be  the  objects  of  the  As- 
sociation : — 

(a)  The  discussion  of  matters  of  common  interest  to  the 
branches  of^the  trades  represented,  with  a  view  to  de- 
cision, anr),  if  recessary,  concerted  action  ; 

(J>)  To  take  such  steps  as  the  Association  may  be  advised 
are  legal  to  deal  with  extreme  cutting  of  prices,  and 
to  give  advice  and  render  assistance  to  its  members  in 
preventirg  substitution  ; 

(c)  To  do  all  such  other  things  as  may  appear  to  be  of 
benefr.  to  the  trade. 

3.  Constiiution :  That  the  Ascociation  shall  consist  of 
manufacturers  of  proprietary  articles,  and  of  wholesale  and 
retail  vendors  of  the  same,  who  give  evidence  of  their  being 
in  sympathy  with  tbe  objects  of  the  Association. 

4.  Government :  That  the  affairs  of  the  Association  shall 
be  under  the  entire  management  and  control  of  a  Council 
consisting  of  thirty  members. 

That  the  Council  shall  comprise  ten  owners  of  proprietary 
articles,  ten  wholesale  and  ten  retail  vendors,  each  section 
of  the  Council  to  be  e'ected  by  tbe  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion belonging  to  the  three  respective  branches  of  the  trade. 

That  no  member  of  the  wholesale  or  retail  trade  be  eligible 
to  sic  on  tbe  Council  as  a  representative  of  "  owners." 

That  tbe  election  of  the  Council  shall  take  place  annually. 
Toat  the  three  sections  of  the  Council  constitute  three 
committees,  to  whom  matters  particularly  affectiBg  either 
branch  of  the  trade  be  referred  ;  but  any  decision  arrived  at 
by  such  committee  to  be  subject  to  the  ratification  of  the 
Council 

That  the  meetings  of  the  Council  shall  be  held  monthly, 
at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Council  may  direct. 

That  all  questions  befoie  the  meetings  of  the  Association, 
Council,  cr  committees,  shall  be  decided  by  vote,  and  that  in 
the  case  of  equably  the  chairman  shall  have  a  second  or 
casting  vote. 

That  the  Council  be  authorised  to  make  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  its  own  government  and  ihit  of  ihe  Association, 
and  to  annul  or  alter  the  same  from  time  to  time  as  occasion 
may  require,  subject  to  approval  of  a  meeting  of  5Z.  5s. 
subscribers. 

5 — Officers:  That  the  Council  be  empowered  to  elect, 
the  officers  of  the  Association  and  to  decide  what  shall  con- 
stitute the  vat  ions  duties,  privileges,  atd  emoluments,  in 
connection  with  such  offices.  That  the  officers  shall  retire 
from  office  each  jear,  but  shall  be  eligible  for  re-election. 

6  — Subscription  :  That  the  following  be  the  annual  sub- 
scriptions to  the  Association:  —  Owners  of  proprietary 
articles,  5  guineas ;  wholesale  vendors,  5  guineas ;  retail1 
vendors,  5s 

That  tne  above  subscriptions  be  due  in  January  of  eacfo 
year,  and  if  remaining  unpaid  after  March  31,  that  the 
defaulting  member's  name  be  removed  from  the  register  of 
the  Association. 

In  the  course  of  the  conversation  which  accompanied  the 
reading  of  the  rules,  one  gentleman  in  the  room  expressed 
the  opinion  that  they  might  involve  themselves  in  some 
persoLal  liability,  bat  he  was  told  that  he  could  not 
be  liable  bejond  the  amount  of  his  subscription,  and  no 
legal  steps  could  be  taken  without  the  consent  of  the  whole 
Council.  The  rule  concerning  the  government  of  the  Asso- 
ciation gave  rise  to  a  loDg  discussion.  In  reply  to  a  question, 
as  to  how  owners  were  to  be  distinguished  from  wholesale 
dealers,  Mr.  Gljn  Jones  explained  that  such  a  firm  as 
Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburjs  were  regarded  as  owners.  The 
wholesale  trade  meant  the  wholesale  distributors  of  proprie- 
tary articles. 

Mr.  Brandreth  objected  to  the  proportion  of  representation 
proposed  to  be  given  to  the  propiietors.  He  foresaw  a  great 
deal  of  friction  if  they  carried  out  the  proposal  as  it  stood. 
Every  proprietor  who  joined  this  Association  had  a  great 
deal  at  stake,  and  the  Association  could  not  dictate  to  any 
I  one  of  them  how  he  should  carry  on  his  business.  Their 
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•object,  of  course,  was  to  gain  the  sympathy  of  the  retail 
trade.  They  wanted  to  stop  the  retailers  from  substituting 
other  goods  for  theirs,  and  shoving  their  showcaids  out  of 
sight  under  the  counter.  They  wanted  all  dealers  to  have 
a  living  profit  on  their  articles,  but  it  was  the  owners  who 
were  most  seriously  concerned  in  this  matter.  ■  He  should 
move,  as  an  amendment,  ihat  all  subscribers  of  5  guineas 
should  have  a  voice  in  the  general  council. 

Mr.  Tebbutt  thought  such  a  scheme  would  be  unworkable, 
and  it  would  give  the  owners  a  preponderating  voice. 

Mr  Brandreth  said  it  would  not  be  unworkable,  as  the 
General  Council  would,  appoint  smaller  executives;  bat  by 
'his  plan  no  coarse  of  action  could  be  adopted  affectirg  the 
owners  until  every  one  of  them  bad  had  an  opportunity  of 
consideiing  it.  The  executive  might  be  as  small  as  they 
liked.  An  ideal  execmi  e  was  of  three  members  with  two 
absent. 

After  some  further  discussion,  Mr.  B?andreth's  amendment, 
which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Norris  (Condal  Water),  was  put 
to  the  meeting,  and  lost.  The  rale  as  it  was  oiiginally  pro- 
posed was  then  adopted. 

On  the  last  clause,  fixiDg  the  rate  of  su'issiiption,  Mr. 
Norris  asked  how  they  dt  fined  a  retail  vendor. 

Mr.  Brandreth  also  asked  whether  a  man  who  kept  a  retail 
shop  and  who  had  a  proprietary  article  on  which  he  turned 
•over  some  KOI.  or  5001.  a  jear  would  be  considered  an 
"owner"  or  a  "retail  vendor."  And  could  a  man  who  spent 
10,0007.  a  year,  and  yet  klpt  a  retail  shop,  come  in  as  a 
"retail  vendor"  ? 

Mr.  Tebbutt  said  nearly  all  retail  chemists  had  proprietary 
articles  of  some  kind. 

Mr.  John  Thompson  said  there  were  also  many  wholesale 
firms  who  also  kept  retail  shops.  How  would  these  be 
regarded.  ? 

Mr.  Brandreth  instanced  such  firms  as  Duncan,  Flockhart 
&  Co.,  of  Edinburgh,  and  Woolley's,  of  Manchester. 

Mr.  Glyn  Jones  said  clearly  the  line  would  have  to  be 
drawn  somewhere.  He  should  say  that  if  his  article  were 
worth  the  protection  of  the  Association  a  retailer  would  come 
in  as  an  owner. 

Mr.  Wm.  Edwards,  jnr.,  said  he  supposed  th?se  knotty 
questions  would  have  to  be  decided  by  the  Coancil. 

Mr.  Brandreth  said  he  supposed  each  firm  would  decide 
for  themselves  whether  to  come  in  as  owners  or  wholesale  or 
retail  subscribers. 

The  Chairman  said  it  bad  been  thought  that  the  first 
Council  might  be  elected  for  three  month*  instead  of  twelve, 
as  firms  who  were  not  now  members  would  be  diffident  in 
joining  if  they  were  to  have  no  voice  on  the  Council,  and 
then  at  the  end  of  three  months  a  fresh  Council  could  be 
«lected.  This  was  afttrwards  put  in  the  form  of  a  resolu- 
tion, and  carried. 

Mr.  Bird  (Birmingham)  said    he  would  like    to  ask 
whether  the  Association  had  any  scheme  ia  contemplation. 
His  firm  had  had  some  little  experience  of  at  tempts  which 
had  been  made.    One,  for  instance,  which  hid  emanated 
from  Mr.  E.  J.  Smith,  of  Birmingham,  had,  he  believed, 
been  submitted  to  and  discussed  by  the  Grocers'  Federa- 
tion at  great  length ;  but  that  scheme  for  some  reason  or 
other  had  fallen  flat.    Mr.  Smith's  mode  of  procedure  was 
that  an  association  should  be  formed  of  the  retailers,  and 
■that  they  should  bind  themselves  not  to  sell  below  certain 
prices  the  proprietary  articles  or  artic'es  generally  sold  in 
-grocer's  establishments,  and,  if  necessary,  to  put  pressure 
upon  the  proprietary  owners,  telling  them  that  if  tney  did 
■not  mainUia  a  certain  level  for  the  prices  of  their  goods,  the 
Association  would  refuse  to  sell  their  articles.    For  instance, 
if  the  proprietor  of,  say,  "Brown's  oatmeal"  would  not 
assist  the  retailers  that  article  would  be  struck  off  the  list, 
and  would  not  be  sold  by  anyone  in  the  Association.  That 
was  practically  a  scheme  of  "  boycotting,"  and  it  was  not 
•carried.    Mr.  Bird  thought  this  was  essentially  a  manu- 
facturers' question.    The  co-operation  of  the  retailer  would 
■ao  doubt  be  valuable,  but  if  it  involved  disputes  between 
them  and  the  manufacturer  and  wholesaler,  they  would  only 
'lose  time  and  do  no  good. 

Mr.  Glyn  Jones  said  the  committee  who  drew  up  the  rules 
■bad  considered  whether  they  should  lay  any  definite  scheme 
'before  the  meeting,  but  it  was  thought  they  could  not  at 
present  go  farther  than  lay  down  a  broad  basis  upon  which 
<ihe  Assosiatioc  should  be  founded.    Mr.  Smith'j  scheme,  he 


said,  commenced  with  the  retailers'  end,  but  they  proposed  to 
commence  with  the  manufacturer.  Mr.  Smith's  scheme  failed 
because  he  proposed  to  include  not  only  proprietary  articles, 
but  ruch  things  as  eggs,  butter,  and  bacon  in  his  scheme.  It 
would  be  the  duty  of  this  Association  to  try  and  show  the 
manufacturer  that  it  is  to  his  interest  to  obtain  the  goodwill  of 
the  Distributor  of  his  goods.  Tbey  had  been  in  communication 
with  the  wholesale  and  retail  trade  durirg  the  past  three 
months,  and  in  a  very  short  time  they  hor.ed  t:>  be  able  to 
show  manufacturers  that  somewhere  between  7,000  or 
8, 0C0  retailers  were  anxious  and  willing  to  maintain  prices. 
He  hoped  such  firms  as  Mr.  Biro's  would  join  the  Association. 

Mr.  Brandreth  here  said  it  was  the  intention  of  his  com- 
pany (the  Homocea  Company)  to  introduce  from  March  1 
next  an  anti-cutting  agreement  cn  a  rebate  plan.  They 
would  charge  12s.  tVZ  for  the  article,  and  allow  a  certain 
discount  to  all  vendors  who  would  agree  to  sell  at  fixed 
trices. 

Mr.  Hirst  (Leeds)  said  if  such  schemes  as  Mr.  Brandreth's 
were  multiplied,  the  labour  for  the  wnolesale  house3  would 
became  intolerable. 

Mr.  John  Thompson  sa;d  his  firm  had  joined  the  Associa- 
tion, and  be  had  come  to  the  meetirg  in  the  hope  that  some 
understanding  could  be  arrived  at  between  the  manufacturers 
and  the  wholesalers  and  retailers,  which  would  be  satis- 
factory to  all  of  them.  His  firm  had  expressed  the  views 
they  held  regarding  anti-cutting  schemes  in  a  letter  which 
appeared  in  the  last  number  of  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist.  He  might  say  that  they  could  not  see  their  way 
to  carry  out  schemes  which  involved  the  signing  of  under- 
takings between  them  and  their  customers.  Of  course, 
when  Mr.  Brandreth  put  his  scheme  in  operation,  this 
would  involve  the  necessity  of  their  striking  Mr.  Brandreth's 
goods  off  their  list.  That  would  not  matter  to  Mr.  Brandreth. 
He  was  quite  independent  of  them,  and  he  might  say,  too, 
with  all  respect,  that  they  (Messrs  Maw,  ;Son  &  Thompson) 
were  independent  of  Mr.  Brandreth  It  was  utteily  imprac- 
ticable for  a  firm  like  theirs  to  carry  out  such  a  scheme  as  this. 
Their  letters  averaged  some  6C0  or  700  every  morning,  and 
all  these  would  have  to  be  constantly  watched  to  see  if  any 
of  the  protectf  <l  articles  weie  ordeitd  in  them.  He  would 
like  to  give  an  instance  of  the  way  in  which  these  schemes 
worked.  He  did  not  know  if  Mr.  Mellin  was  prt-sent  Ap 
parently  not.  He  had  referred  to  this  matter  in  his  letter  in 
J  he  Chemist  and  Druggist,  alnady  alloded  to.  [Mr. 
Thompson  then  nai rated  the  facts  which  are  given  on  a  sub- 
sequent page  under  " '1  rade  Talks  "J  His  firm  would  never 
sign  any  agreements  of  tLe  kind,  nor  would  they  ask  their 
customers  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Barclay  hoped  that  they  would  have  Mr.  Ihompson's 
adfice  on  the  Council. 

1  he  election  of  the  Council  was  next  on  the  agenda,  but 
after  one  or  two  tame;  had  been  proposed,  it  was  ultimately 
agreed  tbat  all  the  13  owners  and  11  wholesale  house*, 
together  with  every  member  who  shall  pay  5  guineas  should 
have  a  seat  on  the  first  Council.  Mr.  Barrow  Cadoary,  who 
was  present,  said  his  firm  would  rather  not  seive  on  the 
Courcil.  It  was  also  decided  that  10  represen  atives  of  the 
retail  trade  should  be  elected  from  their  own  body. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Council  is  to  take  place  on  Wed- 
nesday, Febiuary  12,  at  3  P  M. 


We  are  informed  that  Mr.  Elliman  has  subscribed  100/.  to 
the  funds  of  the  Association,  and  that  Mr.  H.  J.  Hall,  of 
Stephen  Smith  &  Co.,  the  'proprietors  of  Hall's  Coca  Wine, 
has  subscribed  107. 


Scotland  uses  upwards  of  145,000  gallons  of  castor  oil 
annually  in  Turkey-red  dyeing. 

Professor  Remington  believes  that  the  crystalline 
character  of  spermaceti  is  modified  by  the  pressure  used  in 
its  manufacture,  and  that  a  finer  product  is  obtained  in  cold 
than  in  warm  weather. 

Ether  was  dissovered  in  1540  by  Valerius  Cordus,  and 
the  process  for  making  it  remains  substantially  the  same 
to-day  as  it  was  then.  Pro'essor  P  Gaigaes,  of  Beyrouth, 
has  com^nnicated  a  noteon  the  subject  to  Aouveaux  Remhdes, 
1896,  p.  27 
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Telegrams:  "  SAN  IT  AS  LONDON"  Registered  Trade  Mark:  "SANITAS: 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,  Ltd. 

(C.  T.  KINGZETT.F.I.C.,  P.O.S.,  Managing  Director), 

DISINFECTANT  MANUFACTURERS, 

Chemical  Mannfactorers  and  Merchants. 


"Sanitas  "  Disinfectants  and 
Appliances. 

•*  Sanitas-Eucalyptus  "  Pre- 
parations, &e.  . 
Creocide  "  and  Carbolic  Dis- 
infectants. 

L.  G.  B.  Corrosive  Sublimate 
Pellets. 

Peroxide  of  Hydrogen  (Patent 
Preserved). 


Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles 

(Patent). 
Chloride  of  Zinc  (Any  Gravity). 

Eucalyptus  Oils  (Own  Importa- 
tion). 

Drain  Testers  (Patent). 

Sheep  Dips  and  Weed  De- 
stroyer. 

Moth  Paper. 


And  all  kinds  of  DISINFECTANT  MATERIALS. 


City  Depot  :  29  QUEEN"  VICTORIA  STREET,  E.C. 
New  York  :  636  WEST  55th  STREET. 
Works:   EETHNAL   GREEN",  LONDON,  E. 

N.B.— Copyright  Book,  "  How  to  Disinfect,"  sent  free. 


GS-.  g§.  MI3MFORD 


™~ *  FAHRI NGDON   ROAD,  LONDON",  E.O. 

No.  1  Finest  "Pure 

CRUSHED  LINSEED 

17/cw> 
16/ cwt. 

>  inest  Pure 

STARCH  POWDER 

23/  cwt. 

Bo.  2  Pure 

CRUSHED  LINSEED 

No.  1  Finest  l!ighTTPure 

PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

27/ cwt. 

BEST 

CLEANED  LINSEED 

1 6 /cat 

No.  2  Pure 

PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

23/ cwt. 

No.  1  i'mebt  Pure 

FULLER'S  EARTH 

(Light  Colour) 

1  6/ owt. 

"WHITE  EARTH " 

Specially  prcpuitsa  for 
Toilet  purposes 

19/ct, 

jn  o  2  Pure 

FULLER'S  EARTH 

14/cft. 

Finest  Pa  e  Sifted    nn  /  >?< 

TOILET  OATMEAL  LLI  cwt 

*i*  CARBIAG-E  PAID  to  >fail-wa>  Stations  within  200  mjleB  ot 
London  i  or  al  owance  made  for  OBtai.ces  be.vcna)  on  a  total  weight  | 
of  112  lbs.  and  upwards  of  above  articles.    Smaller  paxccis  ae 
livered  free  on  rail  L  ndon  at  above  prices. 


PUREST  m  ENGLAND. 


BOURNE 
TABLE 


SODA,  SELTZER, 
LITHIA,  POTASH,  LEMONADE, 
GINGER  ALE,  &e. 


Supplied  in  Six  Dozen 
Cases, 
Carriage  Paid,  by 

R.  M.  MILLS  &  CO. 

BOURNE, 

LINCOLN  SHIRE. 


Analysis,  4c,  on 
Application. 


WATERS 


"West  End  Agents,  WHEATLEY  &  SONS,  24  South  Andley  Street,  W 
City  Agents,  RAfci  &  CO.,  6  Hsilway  Place.  Ferchurch  Street,  E.C. 
And  of  all  Chemists,  "Win?  Merchants,  Hotels,  &c. 

MOLLER'S  HYDROXYL=FREE OIL 

A  New  Method  of  Manufacturing  Cod=liver  Oil. 

The  Primitive  Process  dates  back  to  the  Palaeolithic  age  of  Northern 

Europe,  ar.d  its  modus  operandi  was  to  keep  the  livers  till  they  became 
p.itrid  and  me  oil,  &c,  exuded  from  them. 

The  Steam  Process,  which  we  introduced  in  1853,  revolutionised  the 
manufacture,  and  its  product— the  colourless  oil — has  since  occupied  the 
place  of  the  old  brown  oils. 

The  New  Process  now  being  introduced  is  the  second  important  ad- 
vance in  the  system  of  manufacture,  and  its  product — the  hydroxyl-free 
oil — is  as  essentially  different  from  steam-prepared  oil  as  that  was  from 
the  brown  oil.   

Full  particulars,  prices,  &c,  on  application  to — 

PETER  MOLLER, 

LONDON   OFFICES  —  43  SNOW   HILL,  EX. 


MARVELLOUS  REMEDIES'  FOR 

ECZEMA 

AND  ALL  SKIN  ERUPTIONS. 
CULLWICK'S     COMBINED  TREATMENT. 

CULLWICK'S  SKIN  OINTMENT  allays  itching, 

Heals  Sores  &c.  &c.   CULLWICK'S   SKIN  SOAP 

j  Strikes  at  and  removes  l lie  cause  of  bad  Com- 
Tlexions  and  Baby  Blemishes.  CULLWICK'S 
BLOOD  TABLETS  the  Cheapest  and  most  portable 
Wood  Purifier.  KEEPS  THE  SKIN  and  COM- 
PLEXION CLEAR.  Either  Ointment  or  Tablets.. 
Is.  ltd.,  from  Cbemists  and  Stores,  or  post  free. 
Is.  ad.   Soap  boxe<  of  3  Tablets)  'ii„  or  post  free 

j2s.   ad.,  from   Martin,  Chemise,  houtltamptun. 


Sold  by  all 
Patent  Medicine  Bouses. 


LAMBING  SEASON. 

THE  ORIGINAL 

LUDDINGTON'S 
OILS. 


Bottles  1/-,  2/6,  and  5/-.    Liberal  terms. 

Only  Address  - 


These  valuable  Lambing  Oils 
have  been  used  by  almost 
every  Parmer  and  Shepherd 
in  Lincolnshire  and  adjoining 
counties  for  upwards  of 

century. 
Attractive  printed  matter. 


TOMLINSON  &  HAYWARD,  Mint  St.  Works,  LINCOLN. 


MELLIN'S 
FOOD 


For  INFANTS 
and  INVALIDS 


pXSOLS 


EXSOLS  are  a  new  and  greatly 
improved    form     of  FLUID 
EXTRACTS,    inasmuch  as,, 
whilst  presenting  in  the  highest 
degree  of  concentration  all  the 
characteristic  properties  of  the 
natural  products  from  which  they  are  derived,  they  are  EQUALLY 
and  ENTIRELY  SOLUBLE  in  WATER,  WINE,  or  SPIRIT. 
Sole  Proprietors- 
Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co.,  Holloway,  LONDON. 

THE    PROPRIETARY  ARTICLES 
TRADE  ASSOCIATION. 

It  was  an  influential  meeting  which  met  at  Anderton's  Hotei 
on  Wednesday  to  formally  launch  the  Proprietary  Articles 
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Trade  Association,  though  there  were  numerous  conspicuous 
absences  to  be  noted.  Abundant  evidence  was  aSorded  of  the 
dissatisfaction  which  prevails  all  through  the  trade  with  the 
present  conditions.  Retailers  have  been  discontented  for  a 
long  time,  and  with  plenty  of  reason.  It  is  true  enough,  as 
has  often  been  said,  that  no  particular  skill  is  needed  to 
hand  a  labelled  packet  over  the  counter  and  receive  so  much 
cash  in  exchange.  But  to  fit  up  and  stock  a  shop,  provide 
polite  assistants,  and  place  all  at  the  service  of  the  public,  at 
an  average  profit  of,  say,  a  halfpenny  per  transaction,  is  a 
game  which  is  hardly  worth  the  candle,  and  one  which 
will  certainly  not  support  the  electric  light  of  modem  luxury. 
It  is  not  at  all  surprising  that  chemists,  at  all  events,  have 
tried  to  use  their  special  knowledge  to  somewhat  better 
advantage  than  this. 

The  mannfacturers  at  the  other  end  of  the  business  bave 
come  to  feel  the  effect  of  the  retailers'  discontent.  It  is 
naturally  irritating  and  alarming  to  them  to  find  that  the 
ultimate  distributors  of  their  articles  are  gradually  becoming 
rather  their  enemies  than  their  coadjutors,  as  they  once 
were.  The  cutters — who  at  one  time  they  looked  upon  as 
their  particular  friends,  who  they  once  thought  were  con- 
tented to  sell  just  what  they  were  asked  for  at  the  lowest 
rate  of  profit  without  a  remark — it  now  appears,  are  the  most 
eager  of  allto  turn  the  demand  for  advertised  articles  to  their 
own  benefit ;  for  in  no  establishments  is  substitution  so 
systematically  practised  as  in  those  company  shops  where 
"all  patent  medicines  are  supplied  at  the  lowest  store- 
prices."  So  the  manufacturer  is  pining  for  the  good  old 
days  when  his  preparation  was  kept  in  stock  and  treated 
with  at  least  a  benevolent  neutrality  "  by  all  respectable 
chemists." 

The  wholesale  distributor  is,  perhaps,  the  worst  off  of  any 
of  the  parties.  The  pressure  of  the  retailer,  on  the  one 
hand,  has  squeezed  his  profits  down  in  maDy  cases  to  a 
hopelessly  unremuneiative  2b  per  cent. ;  and  the  manufac- 
turer, on  the  other  hand,  candidly  tells  him  that  his  services 
to  him  are  of  comparatively  little  value,  and  does  his  best 
to  cultivate  direct  relations  with  the  retailer,  if  not  with  the 
public  itself. 

The  three  sections  of  dealers  behjg  thus  united  in  their 
distress,  the  first  necessary  element  of  a  successful  combina- 
tion is  presented.  The  hoar  had  come  and  the  man  appeared ; 
the  latter  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Glyn-  Jones,  a  chemist  in  the 
East  India  Dock  Road,  who  regards  the  remedying  of  the 
miserable  state  of  things  we  have  sketched  as  his  special 
mission,  and  who  is  working  his  crusade  with  unquestionable 
energy  and  intelligence.  He  is  backed  by  a  few  of  the 
manufacturing  and  wholesale  houses,  who  are  heartily  with 
him,  and  he  can  depend,  we  should  think,  on  the  moral,  if 
not  on  the  material,  support  of  the  majority  of  the  retail 
trade. 

So  far  things  look  hopeful.  But  it  can  hardly  be  said 
that  the  Association  just  formed  shows  anything  like  the 
same  unanimity  in  the  views  of  its  members  as  to  future 
action  as  they  manifest  in  their  complaints.  If  they  could 
only  all  agree  to  leave  the  settlement  of  this  question  to 
what  Mr.  Brandreth  described  as  an  ideal  executive — 
namely,  a  committee  of  three,  with  two  absent — all  diffi- 
culties could  soon  be  surmounted ;  but,  as  in  the  days  of 
Terence,  so  it  is  now — there  are  almost  as  many  opinions  as 
there  are  members.  Evidence  of  marked  divergence  of  views 
was  forthcoming  at  Wednesday's  meeting  as  soon  as  any- 
thing like  detail  was  approached,  and  vigorous  antagonism 
was  only  averted  by  a  discreet  reference  of  every  knotty 
question  to  the  Council. 

Still,  the  formation  of  this  Association,  and  the  fact  that 
a  return  to  living  profits  is  so  much  desired  by  everybody, 


is  a  satisfactory  sign.  If  no  universally  applicable  scheme 
can  be  hitmen,  it  may  still  te  hoped  that  as  a  result  of  the 
consideration'of  the  subject  a  few  more  proprietaries  will 
be  brought  into  line  with  those  at  present  sold  at  protected 
rates,  and  'gradually,  perhaps,  the  owners  of  these  will 
amalgamate  their  schemes. 

Of  course,  the  owners  of  proprietary  articles  can  have  no 
object  in  adopting  these  schemes,  with  their  attendant 
labour  and  expense,  except  in  the  hope  that  they  will  thereby 
secure  the  goodwill  of  the  retailers  ;  and  a  murmur  of  sur- 
prise went  round  the  room  when  it  was  incidentally  men- 
tioned that  up  to  Wednesday  last  only  sixty  retailers  had 
subscribed  to  the  Association.  We  think  it  right  to  say  that 
this  fact  really  signifies  nothing.  The  Association  had  not 
been  really  formed,  and  the  proceedings  of  its  promoters  had 
been  kept  semi-secret  until  Wednesday.  It  may  be  taken  for 
granted,  we  think,  that  the  number  then  enrolled  would  not 
represent  1  per  cent,  of  those  who  would  heartily  welcome 
some  feasible  plan  whereby  a  reasonable  profit  and,  if 
possible,  a  uniform  price,  for  proprietary  articles  could  be 
ensured.  But  the  Association  must  produce  its  plan  and 
show  that  it  is  likely  to  be  adopted  by  a  fair  number  of 
owners  of  proprietary  articles,  and.  that  it  is  reasonable 
and  workable  from  the  retailers'  point  of  view,  before  an 
enthusiastic  support  can  b8  expected  from  retail  vendors, 
whose  interests  have  not  been  too  scrupulously  studied  in 
the  past. 


THE   NEW   LIGHT — x,   OR  RONTGEN'S 
RAYS. 

Any  doubt  which  may  have  existed  regarding  Professor 
Rijntgen's  discovery  of  invisible  lighways  which  penetrate 
wood  and  certain  metals,  as  well  as  other  substances,  has 
been  amply  dispelled  by  corroborative  observation  in  England, 
France,  and  elsewhere.  To-day  we  are  able,  through  the 
courtesy  of  the  Lancet,  to  print  a  part  of  a  hand  in 
which  the  bones  are  seen  distinct  from  the  surrounding 
muscle.  It  is  evident  from  this  that  the  discovery  may  be 
of  great  value  in  medicine  and  the  arts,  but  it  is  yet  too 
soon  to  speculate  upon  that  development  of  Professor 
Roatgen's  observations.  There  is,  however,  enough  of  purely 
theoretical  interest  in  it  to  occupy  attention,  while  certain 
statements  have  been  made  regarding  Professor  RSntgen's 
observations  which  are  quite  erroneous,  and  require  to  be 
put  aside  before  the  importance  of  his  research  is  properly 
appreciated.  We,  therefore,  propose  to  describe  as  briefly 
as  possible  what  Professor  Ruatgen  has  3one  in  this  depart- 
ment of  research. 

In  the  first  place  it  should  be  noted  that  the  new  light,  x' 
is  not  the  old  ultra-violet  rays  of  the  spectrum,  nor  is  the 
light  composed  of  the  cathode  rays  which  Lenard  and  others 
have  previously  experimented  with  and  observed  to  be 
different  in  character  from  the  ultra-violet  rays.  There  is 
some  confusion  in  regard  to  both  of  these  hitherto  well- 
known  light-rays,  and  Professor  R  ntgen  appears  to  have 
been  careful  in  his  observations  to  ascertain  whether  the 
light  he  was  dealing  with  was  identical  with  or  different 
from  these.  His  results  point  conclusively  to  the  fact  that 
though  the  x  rays  are  associated*  -^ith  cathode  rays  they 
can  be  separated  from  the  latter  quite  easily.  The  origin  of 
the  research  was  some  experiments  with  high- vacuum  tubes, 
which  Mr.  William  Crookes  has  made  familiar  in  this  country 
by  his  work  on  the  phosphorescence  of  the  rare  earths. 
These  tubes  are  made  in  various  shapes,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  illustration  we  may  take  the  glass  bulb  of  an  ordinary 
Edison-Swan  electric  light  as  typical  oi  the  whole.  Suppos- 
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ing  that  both  ends  of  the  bulb  instead^of  cne  terminate  wilh 
the  fused  point  of  glass,  and  that  throngh  each  of  these  we 
pass  a  platinum  connecting- wire,  we  have -a  fair  outside 
representation  of  a  Crookes  tube.  Internally  it  is  cha- 
racterised bj  the  vacuum  being  reduced  to  a  fifty-millionth 
of  an  atmosphere,  and  it  may  or  may  cot  have  some 
solid  introduced  into  it  before  it  has  been  exhausted. 
Snppo-e  the  bulb  contain  nothing,  on  connecting  it  with 
a  strong  electric  current  we  msv  see  nothing. "if  the  terminals 
are  sufficiently  apart,  but  if  the  bulb  ccntaiD,  say,  some 
ruby-dust  we  find  that  on  electrical^  connection  the  dust 
exhibits  a  beautifal  phosphorescenc  gicw.  This  glow  is, 
substantially,  the  invisible  ligh*-rays  of  the  cathode  made 
visible  by  the  ruby-dust.  Various  substances  have  this 
property,  amongst  them  the  heavy  earths  and  earthy  sul- 
phides. While  experimenting  with  ore  of  these  tubes 
enclosed  in  a  clcse-fittirg  shield  of  black  paper,  throngh 
which,  by  the  way,  the  powerful  light  cf  an  electric  arc 
could  rot  penetrate,  Professor  F.cntgen  observed  that  when 
he  brought  near  it  a  piece  of  paper  covered  with  baiium 
platinoeyanide  the  paper  exhibited  brilliant  fluorescence. 
This  happened  in  a  dark  room,  and  at  a  distance  of  6j  feet 
from  the  screened  tube  the  fluorescence  was  still  visible. 
Professor  Eontgen 's  next  step  was  to  find  if  these  invisible 
rays  would  pass  through  anything  else  than  black  paper, 
and,  in  succession,  he  put  between  his  Crookes  tube  and 
the  barium  platino- cyanide  paper  such  interposing 
screens  as  a  bock  of  1.CC0  pages,  two  packs  of  cards, 
tinfoil,  blocks  of  wood,  aluminium  sheet,  ebonite,  glass 
plates,  various  fluids,  gold,  silver,  copper,  zinc,  platinum, 
lead,  Iceland  spar,  and  many  other  things,  and  found  th^t 
they  were  all  more  or  less  transparent  to  the  x  rays,  although 
in  some  cases  with  increased  thicknesses  the  substanoes 
became  opaque.  For  example,  the  rays  pass  through  lead- 
glass  easily,  and  through  lead-free  glass  they  pass  more 
easily,  but  given  sufficient  thickness  of  glass  the  rays  do  not 
pass  through  at  all,  which  partly  accounts  for  the  statement 
that  lenses  are  not  required  in  "  photographing  "  with  the 
light.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  are  useless,  because  the 
light  does  not  penetrate  them.  Aluminium  is  more  trans- 
parent to  the  light  than  glass ;  in  short,  transparency 
decreases  with  increased  density  of  the  material. 

So  much  for  the  transmission  cf  the  "ight.  Before  we 
speak  of  the  "  photographs "  which  have  been  laken  with 
it  it  is  necessary  to  call  attention  to  Professor  Eontgen's 
experiments,  made  with  the  view  to  find  out  whether  the 
light  could  be  reflected  or  not,  and  it  is  well  al-o  to  point 
out  that  an  ordinary  photograph  is  the  result  of  light  being 
reflected  from  the  object  photographed,  the  rajs  of  which 
are  concentrated  by  the  camera-lenses  and  thrown  upon  the 
sensitised  plate.  Photographs  of  that  kind  are,  therefore, 
impossible  with  the  x  light,  because  it  cculd  net  penetrate 
the  lens.  Moreover,  Professor  Eoatgen  made  special  ex- 
periments, and  found  that  the  light  is  incapable  of  reflection, 
while  its  refractive  index  is  only  105,  so  that  the  light 
undergoes  extremely  little  refraction  in  passing  through 
piisms  of  ebonite  and  aluminium.  That  the  light  is  not 
reflected  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  it  passes  as  easily 
through  a  mass  of  powdered  metals  as  through  solid  metals 
of  the  same  bulk.  Ordinary  light  is  reflected  more  com- 
pletely by,  say,  powdered  glass  than  by  a  piece  of  glass  of 
the  same  thickness  as  the  thickness  of  the  powder.  This 
p>cint  is  such  a  well-known  optical  fact  that  it  does  not 
require  elaboration.  We  may  also  mention  here  that 
cathode  rays  are  deflected  by  a  magnet.  Professor  Eontgen 
applied  one  to  his  Crookes  tube,  and  found  that  the  x  rays 
were  not  deflected.  Although  parts  of  the  cathode  rays 
differ  in;  susceptibility  of  deflection,  Professor  Eontgen 


concludes  that  the  x  rays  are  not  identical  with  the  catboce 
rays,  but  are  prodnc;d  from  the  latter  at  the  surface  of  the 
tube.  This  is  a  conclusion  which  may  yet  be  modified  when 
the  professor's  theory  that  the  rays  proceed  in  longitudinal 
lines,  and  not  transverse  waves  like  white  light,  is  examined 
and  corroborated.  It  is  important  to  keep  in  mind  the 
theory  that  matter  as  we  know  it  does  not  occupy  space 
completely,  as  the  ether  permeates  all  substances,  and  it  is 
by  the  ether  that  light  rays  are  transmitted.  Consequently 
longitudinal  rays  have  a  better  chance  of  passing  through 
a  substance  than  transverse  rajs,  which  meet  with  many 
material  obstacles  in  their  up  and-down  motion. 

We  are  now  in  a  better  position  to  understand  what  Pro- 
fessor Boatgen's  photographs  are.  Eaily  in  his  research  ha 
observed  that  sensitised  photographic  paper  became  fluores- 
cent like  barium  platinocytnice  paper,  but  independently  of 
that  he  pasted  up  cn  a  sensitised  plate  snperpesed  layers  of 
tinfoil,  and  exposed  the  plate  to  the  x  light.  On  developing 
the  plate  it  was  found  to  present  all  the  features  of  gradation 
of  light  which  we  expect  to  get  with  increasing  degrees  of 
opacity.  Obviously,  therefore,  the  sensitive  plate  is  sensitive 
to  the  rays,  and  as  these  rays  pass  through  mateiials  with  a 
perfection  which  varies  with  the  material,  if  we  bring  such 
an  object  between  a  sensitive  plate  and  the  source  of  the 
light  we  get  the  shadow  of  the  object  printed  on  the  plate, 
the  more  transparent  part3  allowing  most  light  to  pats 
through,  eo  that  on  the  negative  these  parts  are  densest  and 
on  the  positive  lightest.    Ia  the  picture  of  the  hand  (which 


|  is  a  positive)  we  see  the  bones  most  prominent  because  less 
cf  the  x  light  has  passed  through  them  :  they  give  a  deeper 
shadow.  Numerous  objects  have  been  so  "  photographed," 
and  in  all  of  them  we  get  an  image  which  is  the  expression 

;  of  the  transparency  or  opacity  of  the  object.  They  are  all 
on  the  flat — "shadow  pictures/'  Professor  Boofgen  calls 
them  most  appropriately.    If  one  has  the  x  light  available 

1  all  that  is  necessary  to  get  a  picture  is  to  put  a  sensitive 

!  plate  in  a  dark  slide  (no  camera  or  anything  else  is  necessary), 
place  the  object  on  the  dark  slide  or  ia  front  of  it,  and  let 

I  the  x  rays  play  upon  it  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes.  Oa 
developing  the  plate  the  image  is  obtained.  Some,  perhaps, 
over-sanguine  hopes  are  entertained  about  the  applications 

[  of  the  discovery  to  the  diagnosis  of  disease ;  for  .example, 
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someone  has  stated  that  by  taking  a  "photograph"  of  a 
man's  body  a  physician  may  be  able  to  examine  the  inside  of 
it.  Whatever  the  fatore  may  add  to  our  knowledge  of  the 
light,  it  is  evident  that  at  present  our  aspirations  in  this 
direction  are  higher  than  our  capabilities.  We  must  at 
present  employ  a  sensitised  plate  the  size  of  the  object  to  be 
photographed,  and  that  alone  is  an  obstacle  to  the  universal 
application  of  the  process.  Moreover,  the  object  must  be 
placed  between  the  plate  and  the  source  of  the  light,  and 
stand  there  for  at  least  a  quarter  of  an  hour  :  there  will  be 
no  snap  shots.  Limited  as  the  applications  of  the  process 
may  be  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  discovery  is  one  of 
the  highest  importance  practically  and  theoretically,  and  its 
developmett  may  be  a  great  gain  to  science  and  the  arts. 
There  is  a  disposition  amongst  very  clever  people  to  say  that 
there  is  nothing  new  in  it ;  that  it  has  been  known  for  years, 
Lecard,  Aboey,  and  others  having  been  in  the  field  before 
Professor  Rci  .tgen.  Howeverthatmaybe.it  is  to  Eiiatgen 
that  we  owe  universal  appreciation  of  the  value  of  the  new 
light,  and  we  are  not  disposed  to  take  away  from  him  a 
particle  cf  the  credis  which  he  deserves  for  the  discovery. 

Since  the  foregoing  has  been  put  in  type  we  have  received 
from  our  Paris  correspondent  a  report  of  the  meeting  ot  the 
Academy  of  Sciences,  held  on  Monday,  at  which  several  com- 
munications were  made  regarding  the  new  light,  which  may 
conveniently  be  summarised  here.  The  first  paper  was  by 
Professor  Lannelongoe,  which  dealt  with  the  discovery  from 
the  surgical-diagnosis  point  of  view,  and  in  this  paper  the 
Professor  confirmed  all  that  has  been  raid  regarding  the  use 
of  the  new  liglr.  in  localisirg  bone  injuries  and  diseases, 
and,  what  was  of  far  higher  importance,  said  that  it  even 
gives  good  results  in  diagnosing  the  area  of  tuberculosis  in 
the  hand.  Following  this,  a  photograph  of  a  frog  was  ex- 
hibited, showing  the  circulatory  system  ;  then  came 
M.  Perrin,  one  of  the  demonstrators  in  the  Ecole  Normal 
physical  laboratories,  who  had  repeated  with  rigorous  criti- 
cism the  experiments  of  Professor  RGatgen,  and  corroborated 
them  to  the  full.  He  has  paid  special  attention  to  reflection 
and  refraction  of  the  light,  and  goes  farther  than  Ri'iatgen 
in  regard  to  the  latter,  for  he  finds  that  there  is  none  at  all.  He 
has  also  determined  that  the  photographic  plate  is  sensitive  to 
the  light  at  a  distance  of  7  centimetres,  and  beyond  that  the 
sensitiveness  decreases.  As  to  the  identity  of  the  #  rays, 
M.  Perrin  said  that  there  is  no  clear  evidence  that  they  are 
cathoci ; ;  and  he  shared  Rontgen's  view  above  noted,  saying 
that  there  is  no  more  identity  Letween  the  rays  than  there 
is  between  the  hammer  that  strikes  the  bell  and  the 
sound  which  it  produces.  After  this  communication  came 
a  startling  one  from  M.  G.  Le  Bon,  who  stated  that  he 
could  do  the  same  thing  with  ordinary  light  as  was  done 
with  the  x  light.  He  took  a  sensitive  plate,  placed  over  it  a 
negative,  puv,  them  in  a  box  the  front  of  which  was  a 
plate  of  iron,  and  before  the  iron  plate  he  placed  an 
ordinary  paraffio-lamp.  In  three  hours  he  obtained  a  feeble 
negative,  but  with  a  light-tight  box  made  of  lead  and  iron 
he  got  a  better  negative  in  a  shorter  time.  M  Bon's 
theory  is  that  the  whole  thiDg  is  done  by  heat  rays  ;  never- 
theless, when  Professor  Koelliker  got  up  after  him  and  pro- 
poped  that  the  x  rays  should  for  the  future  be  spoken  of  as 
"  Rofitgen's  Rays "  the  meeting  received  the  proposal  with 
the  ht  artiest  acjlamation. 


MALARIA  REMEDIES. 

During  the  past  ten  diye  considerable  attention  has,  in 
consequence  oE  the-  death  of  Prince  Henry  of  Battenberg, 
been  giveo  to  milariil  fever,  and  a  gooi  ded  has  been  said 


about  the  ineffioacy  of  quinine.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
greater  attention  now  given  in  the  leading  medical  schools 
to  the  study  of  tropical  diseases  may  result  in  more  precise 
knowledge  of  the  malarial  scourge,  for  there  are  yet  several 
obscure  points  to  be  cleared  up  in  regard  to  it.  It  appears, 
for  example,  to  be  quite  obvious  ttat  we  have  no  one  specific 
which  will  at  the  same  time  ward  off  and  cure  the  fever. 
We  have  he  aid  that  analgene  bas  recently  been  tried  in 
Italy  with  remarkable  success,  but  no  defini'e  information 
has  reached  us.  As  regards  quinine,  Dr.  George  Thin,  in  a 
paper  contributed  to  last  week's  Lancet,  states  in  a  convinc- 
ing manner  its  tfftjacy  as  a  prophylactic.  He  bas  proved 
the  value  of  5  gr.  of  the  sulphate  in  solution  daily, 
the  bitter  being  taken  two  days  before  the  person  enters 
the  malarial  district  and  continued  for  ten  days  after 
leaving  it.  The  rationale  of  this  administration  is  that  "  the 
young  naked  spore  of  the  malarial  parasite  is  extremely 
susceptible  to  the  destructive  action  of  a  minute  proportion 
of  quinine  in  the  blood,  and  the  greater  the  proportion  of 
quinine  in  the  b'.ood  the  less  chance  of  the  malarial  spore 
being  able  to  live  in  it."  Five  grains  a  day  in  Dr.  Thin's 
experience  suffices,  but  he  is  open  to  correction  on  this 
point.  This  observation  is  one  which  travellers  have  proved 
by  experience  ;  but  the  really  doubtful  point  is,  Will  quinine 
cure  malarial  fever  ?  and  the  evidence  seems  to  point  to  the 
fact  that  it  very  frequently  utterly  fails,  even  in  large  doses, 
to  reduce  the  exhausting  high  temperature  of  the  fever. 
When  admiListered  along  with  calomel  it  appears  to  be 
more  etiioacions.  In  this  connection  we  observe  several 
recent  papers  in  which  Italian  and  French  observers  have 
used  phenocoll  hydrochloride  with  great  success.  Dr.  Righi 
of  Padua,  has  tried  it  in  46  cases,  giving  45  gr.  per  day,  and 
in  10  only  did  it  fail.  Amongst  the  cases  were  15  of 
quotidian  type,  of  which  12  were  cured  by  phenocoll, 
4  having  been  already  unsuccessfully  treated  with  quinine. 
Of  the  ternary  type  28  cases  were  treated,  21  being  cured 
by  phenocoll,  5  of  which  had  resisted  quinine  administra- 
tion. Only  3  cases  of  quarternary  type  were  met  with,  all 
of  which  were  cured  by  phenocoll  alone.  These  observa- 
tions have  been  independently  corroborated  by  other 
observers,  and  the  fact  that  the  closely  allied  antipyretic, 
phenacetin,  often  lowers  the  temperature  when  everything 
else  has  failed,  may  also  be  taken  to  be  corroborative  of  the 
phenocoll  observations. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  EVENING  MEETING. 
We  miy  remind  metropolitan  chemists  that  under  the  new 
arrangement  the  next  evening  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical' 
Society  will  be  held  at  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.,  on. 
Tuesday  evening,  February  11,  at  8  o'clock.  The  Secre- 
tary informs  us  that  the  first  part  of  the  proceedings  that 
evening  will  be  the  formal  transfer  of  the  Burroughs  Memorial 
Fund  to  the  Council,  it  having  been  decided  that  the  memo- 
rial shall  take  the  form  of  a  scholarship.  Subscribers  to  the 
fund  are  invited  to  be  present.  Thereafter  the  following 
papers  will  be  read  : — (I)  "  The  Da'ection  of  Aconitine,"  by 
Professor  Wyndham  R.  Dunstaa,  MA,  F.R  S.,  Sec.  Chemical 
Society,  and  Francis  H.  Carr,  Salterb'  Research  Fellow  in  the 
Research  Laboratory  of  the  I'harcn  identical  Society  ;  (2). 
4  Essential  Oils  of  Black  and  Wnue  Peppermint,"  by  John 
C.  Umney. 

SEWERGAS  FATALITIES. 
On  Monday  three  men  lost  ihtir  hvts  at  the  Muspratt 
works  of  the  United  Alkali  Company,  Widnes,  through 
suffocation  by  sewer- gas.  One  of  the  men  entered  the 
manhole  of  a  sewer,  and  was  clearing  away  tbe  refuse  when 
suddenly  he  shouted  that  he  was  gassed,  and  at  the  same 
time  fell  into  the  water  and  liquor  at  the  bottom  of  the 
sewer.    His  mate  ran  down  the  ladder  to  save  him,  but  no 
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sooner  had  he  succeeded  in  lifting  the  man  out  of  the  water 
than  he  was  himself  overpowered ;  and  a  third  man  rushed 
to  hio  fate  in  the  same  way.  It  seems  remarkable  that  this 
should  have  happened  two  days  after  the  publication  of  a 
paper  on  this  very  subject,  in  which  the  cause  of  such 
fatalities  has  been  cleariy  traced  by  Dr.  John  Scott  Haldane 
(Lancet,  page  220).  By  investigation  of  accidents  in  London 
Dr.  Haldane  has  traced  the  cause  of  the  fatality  to  sul- 
phuretted hydrogeD  She  extreme  toxicity  of  which  he  fully 
demonstrates.  He  says  that  "the  presence  of  dangerous 
proportions  of  sulphurs fcted  hydrogen  in  sewer  air  may  be 
recognised  by  its  irritating  action  on  the  respiratory  passages 
and  eyes,  and  by  the  discolouration  of  lead-paper.  Catching 
of  the  breath  and  smarting  of  the  eyes  are  signs  of  imminent 
danger.  The  sense  of  ^  mell  is  not  a  safe  guide.  When  very 
marked  discolouration  of  lead-paper  is  produced  within  half- 
a- minute  it  is  not  safe  to  remain  in  a  sewer  unless  a  special 
respirator  for  absorbing  sulphuretted  hydrogen  be  used ; 
even  then  0  05  per  cent,  would  soon  cause  intense  conjunc- 
tivitis and  photophobia.  In  cases  of  accidents  from  suffo- 
cative gases  in  manholes,  well?,  &c,  a  rescuer  should  never 
on  any  account  go  dowc  without  a  rope  round  his  own  body. 
The  best  way  of  temporarily  ventilating  such  places  is  to 
lower  into  them  hot  coals  or  other  barning  material."  We 
mention  this  matter  because  it  is  not  generally  known  that 
sulphuretted  hydrogen  is  so  fatal  a  gas  to  breathe. 


fJDarriaae. 

McSweeney—  Haskiks .—  On  January  16,  at  St.  Kevin's 
Church,  Harrington  Street,  Dublin,  Morgan  A.  McSweeney, 
L.P.S.I ,  to  Mary,  daughter  of  William  Haskins,  Pleasant's 
Street,  Dublin. 


2)eatb0. 

Ames.— On  January  1  at  Bloemfontein  O  F  S  ,  Mr.  John 
Charles  Ames,  pharmaceutical  chemist.   Aged  27. 

Banks. — On  January  23,  at  Drewside,  Bycullah  Park, 
Enfield,  Mr.  John  Banks,  in  his  60th  year.  Mr.  Banks  had 
been  for  many  years  the  manager  of  the  surgical- instru- 
ment department  of  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson's 
-business.     In  this  capacity  he  was  very  widely  known 


among  surgeons,  especially  to  those  of  an  inventive  turn  of 
mind.  These  brought  their  crude  ideas  to  him,  and  left  him 
to  work  out  the  details  and  turn  out  the  finished  article. 
Mr.  Banks  was  born  at  Hastings  in  1836,  and  came  into 
Messrs.  Maw's  establishment  in  1852.  He  was  engaged  from 
the  first  in  the  instrument  department,  and  of  this  branch, 


which  has  grown  with  the  rapid  development  of  the  surgical 
art,  and  with  the  rest  of  the  business,  he  became  a  perfect 
master.  He  acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  require- 
ments of  tbe  profession  by  closely  following  its  literature 
and  by  personal  attendance  in  the  operating-theatre  when- 
ever the  opportunity  presented  itself.  Mr.  Banks  was  much 
esteemed  by  his  colleagues  in  the  Aldersgate  Street  house, 
and  by  all  who  had  business  relations  with  him.  He  suc- 
cumbed to  an  attack  of  rheumatic  fever,  with  lung  and 
kidney  complications.  His  funeral  on  Wednesday  at 
Finchley  Cemetery  was  attended  by  Mr.  C.  T.  Maw  and  by 
a  number  of  those  who  had  bi  en  associated  with  him  for 
many  years  in  the  business.  (A.  reference  to  Mr.  Banks's 
successor  as  manager  of  his  department  in  Messrs.  Maw's 
business  will  be  found  under  Trade  Notes.) 

Davidson. — On  January  11,  Mr.  W.  Davidson,  chemist 
and  druggist.    Aged  65. 

*  Fellows. — The  Hon.  James  I.  Fellows,  formerly  of  St. 
John,  New  Branswick,  and  late  agent-general  for  that 
province,  died  on  January  22,  at  his  residence,  Saxon  Hall, 
Palace  Court,  Bayswater.  Mr.  Fellows  bad  been  settled  in 
London  since  1880,  and  was  67  years  of  age.  He  was  bom 
at  Anapolis,  Nova  Scotia,  on  July  30, 1828,  and  was  educated 
at  Horcon  Academy,  St.  John,  where  his  family  had  removed 
when  he  was  eight.  He  seived  an  apprenticsship  with  A.  B. 
&  D.  Sands,  Broadway,  New  York,  and  returned  to  St.  John 
in  1847,  and,  along  with  his  father,  started  a  pharmacy 
there,  and  was  so  successful  that  in  1858  he  sold  out  to  a 
Mr.  Barker,  and  put  his  money  in  a  coal-mine.  By  1863 
the  shares  tad  dropped  in  value  enormously,  and  he  only 


realised  a  fraction  of  his  investment,  but  small  as  it  was 
he  ventured  it  in  copper  shares,  which  he  soon  realised,  and 
that  so  well  that  he  was  able  in  1864  to  buy  back  his  St. 
John  pharmacy.  When  he  returned  to  his  dispensing- 
counter  he  was  wrecked  in  health,  which  fact  set  him  on 
the  search  for  a  good  tonic.  £yr.  hypophos.  co.  was  the 
result,  but  the  search  was  a  long  and  weary  one,  in  which 
that  peculiar  personal  knowledge  which  comes  to  persons 
of  impaired  health  had  an  equal  share  with  pharmaceuti- 
cal skill.  The  syrup  has  since  become  world-famous, 
and  Mr.  Fellows  had  no  doubt  realised  a  handsome  fortune 
out  of  its  sale. 

*  Jaevis. — At  Pan,  Basses  Pyrenees,  France,  on  January  8, 
Anna  Maria  Paulina,  the  beloved  wife  of  John  Jarvis, 
English  chemist.    Aged  63. 

Walker— On  January  20,  Mr.  Benjamin  Walker,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Church  Street,  Tetbury. 


Eesinol,  although  a  common  enough  word,  and  a  synonym 
for  retinol,  has  been  registered  as  a  trade-mark  in  the  United 
States  by  the  Eesinol  Chemical  Company,  of  Baltimore. 
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Crate  (Talks. 


Chemists'  Profits  on  Druggists'  Sundbies. 
Mr.  John  Thompson  (of  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thomp- 
son) has  a  very  full  acquaintance  with  all  the  details  of  the 
chemist's  business,  a  keen  interest  in  its  progress,  and  a 
sound  judgment  in  regard  to  it  based  on  a  long  and  varied 
experience.  His  comments  on  current  topics  are  always 
interesting  and  to  the  point.  Anti-cutting  schemes  formed 
the  subject  of  a  recent  conversation  with  Mr.  Thompson, 
and  the  letter  which  we  printed  last  week  from  his  firm  in- 
dicates the  views  he  holds.  Oce  of  the  side  issues  raised  in 
the  course  of  the  talk  was  the  lack  of  uniformity  in  che- 
mists' prices.    Mr.  Thompson  said 

"  Here  are  some  illustrations  which  have  come  before  us 
lately,  and  which  I  have  put  aside  to  show  you.  They  are 
exceptional,  no  doubt,  when  compared  to  the  great  mass  of 
chemists'  charges  ;  but  instances  come  before  us  frequently 
enough  to  show  that  there  are  still  grounds  for  complaints 
of  extravagant  prices,  and  consequent  justification  of  what 
is  called  'cutting.' 

"  All  these,''  continued  Mr.  Thompson,  as  he  spread  out  a 
dozen  or  more  articles,  not  quite  in  their  pristine  beauty, 
"are  goods  which  for  some  reason  or  another  have  been 
returned  to  us  by  our  customers.  I  am  not  going  to  tell 
you  whom  they  come  from;  indeed.  I  do  not  know  myself 
without  inquiring.  But  the  selling-price  is,  in  every 
instance,  the  chemist's  own  marking." 

The  collection  included  (we  quote  the  worst  cases)  a  spray- 
producer,  the  cost  of  which  was  Is.  Qd ,  marked  at  3*.  6d. ; 
an  odorator,  cost  Is.  8d ,  marked  4s.  6d.;  a  feeding-cup 
cost  6d ,  priced  for  retail  at  3s. ;  a  shaving-brush,  cost 
Is.  8d ,  to  be  retailed  at  3s.  6d. ;  and  chest-protectors,  cost 
respectively  7\d.,  \0^d.,  and  Is  2d.,  marked  tDsell  at  Is.  6^., 
3s  ,  and  3s.  6d. 

"No  wonder,"  remarked  Mr.  Thompson  drily,  "  they  want 
clean  labels  for  some  of  these  things."  Then  Mr.  Thompson 
told  a  quaint  story  of  the  partner  in  one  of  the  historic 
pharmacies  of  the  Kingdom.  The  old  gentleman,  who  is 
long  since  dead,  had  very  strict  notions  as  to  the  exact 
limits  of  profit  which  ought  to  be  allowed  on  sundries.  It 
was  the  practice  of  his  firm  to  price  everything  at  50  per 
cent,  above  cost.  Articles  costing  8s.  per  dozen  were  charged 
Is.  retail,  and  so  on.    Mr.  Thompson  went  on  to  say: 

"I  remember  once  telling  him  that  we  had  reduced  the 
price  of  some  articles  from  8s.  to  7s  6d.  per  dozen.  He 
made  quite  a  trouble  about  it.  How  could  he  put  50  per 
cent,  od  7s.  6d.  1  I  told  him  he  might  as  well  take  the  ad- 
ditional profit.  No,  be  said  ;  that  would  not  be  in  accordance 
with  their  system.  Then  I  offered  to  keep  the  prices  as 
before.  But  that  he  was  not  inclined  to  accept.  I  forget 
what  was  the  result ;  but  I  suppose,  like  many  other  diffi- 
culties, this  one  settled  itself  at  last." 

Keverting  to  the  subject  of  anti-cutting  schemes,  Mr. 
Thompson  was  asked  a  question  about  the  firm  referred  to 
in  his  letter,  who  had  asked  them  to  sign  a  form  refu&ing  to 
supply  a  good  customer  who  was  alleged  to  have  "  cut "  the 
article,  but  who  had  never  bought  a  single  packet  of  it  from 
them.  Messrs.  Maw  refused  to  do  this,  and  the  manufac- 
turer in  turn  refused  to  supply  them  with  his  article. 

"There  is  no  secret  about  the  affair, "  Mr.  Thompson  said. 
"The  article  referred  to  was  Mellin's  food,  and  to  show  the 
spirit  in  which  the  scheme  was  carried  out  I  may  mention  a 
circumstance  which  has  occurred  since  our  letter  was 
written.  We  had  last  week  an  order  from  one  of  the 
principal  London  hospitals,  in  which  one  of  the  items  was 
1  dozen  Mellin's  food,  2s  6d.  size.  I  wrote  personally  to 
Mr.  Mellin  asking  him  to  let  us  have  these,  explaining  for 
whom  they  were,  and  pointing  out  that  no  possibility  existed 
of  this  transaction  interfering  with  his  anti-cutting  scheme. 
Mr.  Mellin  refused  to  supply  us.  Now,  although,  through 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  our  business  we  do  not  see  our 
way  to  assist  in  carrying  out  such  a  scheme  as  Mr.  Mellin's, 
we  have  never  in  the  slightest  degree  opposed  it,  or  any 
other  which  has  been  adopted,  and  we  can  hardly  think  that 
the  ultimate  object  of  these  schemes  will  be  promoted  by 
the  infliction  of  petty  annoyance  or  inconvenience  on  such 
firms  as  curs,  who  are,  at  least,  neutral,  and  claim  to  be 
friendly." 


Concerning  Kings  and  Cats. 

Keen  naturalists  have  observed  (my  scientific  colleague 
tells  me)  that  the  chief  difference  between  the  cat  and  the 
dog  is  that  the  last-named  attaches  himself  to  persons, 
(because,  said  Goethe,  the  dog,  like  man,  is  a  pitiable 
scoundrel),  whereas  in  pussy  place-affection  is  specially 
developed.  The  case  of  the  "  Old  Civet  Cat "  curiously 
corroborates  this  observation,  and  will  probably  be  exten- 
sively quoted  by  the  Burtons  and  Darwins  of  posterity.  I 
don't  know  in  the  least  why  the  "  Oid  Civet  Cat  "  has  been 
removed  (and  I  am  therefore  justified  in  blaming  the  London 
County  Council  for  the  iniquity),  but  I  came  across  her  in 
St.  Martin's  Lane  the  other  day.  There  was  no  mistaking 
her.  No  such  creature  ever  existed  outside  the  vEsop's  Fables 
or  the  pages  of  Goldsmith's  "  Natural  History,"  and  there 
never  can  be  another  such.  She  has  a  snake-shaped  body,  a 
monkey -like  tail,  and  a  sugar-loaf  head  ornamented  with 
whalebone-whiskers.  It  is  said  that  Hogarth  painted  her, 
and  was  unable  to  tell,  after  having  perpetrated  the  deed, 
what  animal  his  picture  represented.  The  creatuie's  extreme 
want  of  migratory  habit  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  for  156 
years  she  has  tenanted  17  Cockspur  Street,  while  before  that 
time  she  was  established  at  Long  Acre,  within  a  stone's- 
throw  of  her  present  and  late  habitation,  for  a  term  to  the 
end  of  which  the  memory  of  man  runneth  not. 

The  gentleman  who  is  the  "  Civet  Cat's  "  present  proprietor 
was  busy  in  his  office  hanging  up  a  lot  of  age- stained 
warrants,  appointing  his  predecessors  in  the  firm  of  Bajley 
&  Co.,  perfumers  to  various  members  of  the  Honse  of 
Hanover.  The  oldest  of  these  heirlooms,  dated  June  26, 
1792,  makes  Bayley  &  Lowe  perfumers  to  their  Eoyal 
Highnesses  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  York.  The  male 
member  of  this  couple  is  the  worthy  whose  column  stands  in 
Waterloo  Place,  and  whose  military  reputation  is  sunk  in  the 
swamps  of  Walcheren.  Then,  on  June  9, 1795,  Ann  Town- 
shend,  "by  the  Power  vested  in  Me,"  conferred  upon  Bayley, 
Son  &  Lowe  a  similar  office  on  the  staff  of  the  Princess  of 
Wales,  and  in  1830  the  "  Gentleman  Usher  Daily  Waiter  "  to 
H.M.  William  IV.  exalted  Wm.  Blew  and  John  Henry  Chap- 
man to  the  place  and  quality  of  perfumers  to  H.M.  "  with 
all  the  rights,  profits,  priviliges  (sic .')  and  advantages 
thereunto  belonging."  The  last  warrant  is  to  the  present 
Prince  of  Wales. 

"Such  intimate  cinnections  with  the  reigning  house 
should  enable  you,  Mr.  Bajley,  to  give  me  some  interesting 
reminiscences  on,  say,  "  The  Toilet-secrets  of  the  Guelphs." 

"  So  I  could,  but  our  old  letter-books  and  ledgers  have  not 
yet  been  arranged  after  their  removal,"  said  Mr.  Bajley — 
which  was,  perhaps,  a  diplomatic  way  of  preventing  rever- 
sions of  State  secrets  in  the  C.  %  D.  "  Here,  however,  are 
one  or  two  Rojal  relics.  This  is  George  IV. 's  snuff-box, 
Take  a  pinch  ?  Excellent,  isn't  it?  Old  Bayley  used  to  go 
down  to  Windsor  regularly  to  take  the  Royal  orders — snuff, 
wig- powder,  soaps,  and  '  Ess.  bouquet,'  which  was  the  King's 
favourite  perfume,  and  is  still  one  of  our  leading  specialities 
When  ushered  into  the  Royal  presence,  old  Bayley  used  to 
approach  the  King  holding  out  his  inlaid  snuff-box,  into 
which  the  monarch  dipped  his  fingers  as  a  mark  of  grace. 
At  the  end  of  the  audience  George  IV.  returned  the  compli- 
ment by  offering  my  predecessor  a  pinch  from  his  own  Royal 
box." 

Mr.  Bayley  then  produced  an  old  bottle  marked  "  Mare- 
challe,"  in  which  the  King's  wig-powder  was  kept— a  bottle 
still  holding  a  fragrant  daik-brown  substance,  and  afterwards 
pointed  out  other  similar  curiosities.  "  The  Speaker's  Mix- 
ture "  is  a  perfume  specially  made  by  the  present  proprietor's 
predecessor  for  the  late  Lord  Eversley  (Mr.  Speaker  Shaw- 
Lefevre),  who  wanted  a  scent  all  to  himself,  perhaps  to  keep 
him  from  dozing  off  during  slow  debates. 

"  And  do  you  know,"  said  Mr.  Bayley,  as  I  took  my  hat. 
"  that  ours  was  the  firm  who  introduced  blacking  in  cakes  ? 
That  was  about  1750.  We  then  obtained  an  army-contract 
for  our  invention.  The  War  Office  took  over  4.000Z.  worth 
a  year,  as  cur  books  show.  You'll  see  those  books  another 
day." 


Dehydrated  Lard.— Mr.  Frank  Edel,  writing  to  the 
Bulletin  of  Pharmacy  mentions  that  there  are  several  brands 
of  dehjdrated  lard  in  the  American  market  which  are  much 
supeiior  to  the  prcducts  usually  employed. 
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PROFESSOR  VON  HELMHOLTZ,  the  distinguished  Ger- 
man physician  and  physicist,  whose  death  the  scientific 
■wojld  mourned  last  year,  was  an  honorary  Fellow  of  the 
Chemical  Society,  and  in  1881  delivered  the  Faraday  lecture, 
which  is  the  highest  distinction  the  Society  can  confer  upon 
anyone  in  life.  A  greater  honour  remains  for  bestowal  after 
death,  and  that  the  Society  on  Thursday  evening  of  last 
week  paid  to  Von  Helmaoltz's  memory  in  selecting  Professor 
G.F.  Fitzgerald,  F.R.S.,  of  Trinity  College,  Dablin,  to  lecture 
upon  his  life  and  work.  The  attendance  was  exceptionally 
large,  many  distinguished  men  of  science,  apart  from 
chemists,  being  present.  Mr.  Vernon  Harcourt  occupied  the 
chair,  and,  this  being  an  extraordinary  meeting,  the  customary 
formalities  were  dispensed  with.  Professor  Fitzgerald's  first 
sentences  indicated  to  the  audience  that  they  were  to  get  a 
treat,  for  they  were  poetic  in  diction  as  they  were  sonorous 
in  utterance,  and  although  the  ideas  were  not  new — indeed, 
they  were  hackneyed — they  were  put  in  a  fresh  way,  and 
they  were  sympathetic  hearers  who  heard  the  Irish  scientist 
declare  that  Charles  Darwin  had  helped  accurate  observa- 
tion more  than  any  man  since  the  time  of  Copernicus.  Then 
he  touched  upon  Von  Helmholtz's  home  life,  showing  that 
the  manner  in  which  he  was  allowed  to  experiment  by  him- 
self prepared  him  admirably  for  his  University  education, 
as  it  made  him  feel  that  the  new  facts  with  which  he  became 
acquainted  were  not  discoveries  by  him.  It  thus  happened 
that  when  as  a  young  man  he  wrote  his  thesis  on  "  Con- 
servation of  Energy  "  which  astonished  the  world,  he  bad  no 
idea  that  he  was  throwing  new  light  on  the  subject.  The 
cold  reception  of  his  views  in  Germany  gave  Professor  Yiiz- 
gerald  an  opportunity  of  referring  to  the  strange  bigotry 
which  characterises  German  metaphysicians  in  spite  of  their 
reputation  to  the  contrary,  and  it  was  the  warm  reception 
which  Helmholtz's  views  received  in  England  which  gave 
him  encouragement  to  proceed.  As  a  professor  he  gave  his 
students  research-work  which  he  knew  would  yield  them 
results,  himself  taking  those  subjects  which  might  lead  to 
nothing.  Indeed,  he  was  peculiar  also  in  regard  to  apprecia- 
tion of  his  own  work,  and  it  was  not  that  for  which  he 
became  famous  that  he  had  the  greatest  liking  for,  as  he 
always  estesmed  most  highly  his  investigations  regarding 
fluid  motion,  the  outcome  of  which  was  the 

Vortex  Theory  of  Matter, 

now  generally  associated  with  the  name  of  Lord  Kelvin. 
This,  as  it  happens,,  is  the  subject  touched  by  him  which  has 
the  closest  relation  with  chemical  matters,  and  for  that 
reason  Professor  Fitzgerald  took  it  as  the  principal  topic  of 
his  discourse.  His  remarks  were  an  admirable  example  of 
the  necessity  for  chemists  not  being  allowei  to  think  by 
themselves  in  regaiu  to  the  constitution  of  bodies,  as  thereby 
they  may  overlook  laws  in  other  departments  of  science 
which  nullify  chemical  theories.  For  example,  the  vortex 
theory  assumes  that  matter  in  its  atomic  state  is  energy  in 
constant  motion  in  the  form  of  a  vortex  ring.  It  has  been 
proved  experimentally  that  the  vortex  can  be  modified  in 
form,  drawn  out,  twisted,  and  so  on,  without  disturbing  its 
motion  or  the  direction  thereof.  Further,  it  has  been  proved 
that  six  vortex  rings  can  be  brought  together,  and  remain  in 
association  as  individuals  without  disturbing  the  motion, 
but  seven  rings,  or  any  greater  number,  cannot  be  so  brought 
together.  This  may  be  taken  to  coincide  with  chemical 
bonds,  as  we  do  not  require  for  the  theory  of  valency  more 
than  six  bonds  for  any  one  element.  It  may  also  be  squared 
with  the  theory  of  the  asymmetric  carbon  atom,  necessary  for 
the  explanation  of  the  existence  of  dextro-  and  levo-tartaric 
acids,  as  we  can  imagine  the  rings  in,  say,  CH4,  being  so 
placed  that  we  should  have  motion  to  the  right  or  to  the 
left.    For  example : — 

b  ..  . 

O      O  o  O  c   o  b 

a  O     •  d  O  • 

Of  O  a 

Here  the  black  dots  represent  carboD,  and  the  open  circles 
hydrogen.  The  reverse  position  of  the  hydrogen  on  the 
right  band  figure  indicates  the  possibility  of  asymmetry. 
But  when  we  apply  the  fact,  of  mote  than  six  vortex  rings 


moving  together  being  impossible,  to  the  benzine  ring,  C6H6, 
we  see  that  such  a  molecule  cannot  exist  according  to  the 
vortex  theory.  Again,  in  such  a  molecule  as  alcohol, 
C„(J5OH,  it  may  be  admitted  that  it  is  like  the  water- 
molecule,  C,H-  taking  the  place  of  an  H,  and  on  that  suppo- 
sition the  molecule  seems  feasible ;  but  the  trouble  is  that 
the  CoH;,  group  is  imbued  with  seven  time3  more  energy  than 
either  the  hydrogen  or  the  oxygeri,  and  it  is  inevitable  that 
in  motion  in  space  such  a  molecule  would  be  ruptured — the 
CJSb  would  simply  run  away  from  the  H  and  the  O.  These 
considerations  led  Professor  Fiizgerald  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  vortex  theory  is  useless  to  chemists',  or  chemists 
must  make  their  theoiies  conform  to  it ;  but  all  his  remarks 
were  directed  to  show  that  the  theory  is  wrong.  In  an 
intensely  amusing  passage  he  declared  that  the  liquid  within 
the  ring  must  always  move  in  one  way,  and  he  pictured  the 
ring  being  drawn  out,  bent  upon  itself,  twisted,  made  into  a 
veritable  tangle,  a  tangle  that  would  do  well  enough  for  an 
atom,  but  would  utterly  confuse  all  physical  observations 
and  reduce  chemistry  to  mere  guesswork.  Perhaps,  how- 
ever, it  is  by  the  creation  of  such  tangles,  said  Professor 
Fitzgerald  in  a  witty  aside,  that  the  ether  has  been  made. 
Reference  was  next  made  to  Helmholtz's  work  in  thermo- 
dynamics, and  taking  up  a  suggestion  which  he  had 
previously  made  that  positive  and  negative  carbon  atoms 
are  a  necessity  for  the  atomic  theory,  he  proceeded  to 
speak  of 

Electrolysis. 

Any  theory  of  atoms  which  does  not  explain  electrolysis 
cannot  be  accepted,  and  Helmholtz,  recognising  this,  followed 
up  Faraday's  work,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  remark- 
able developments  which  have  been  made  by  the  Dutch 
School  during  the  past  decade.  These  very  developments, 
however,  show  how  important  it  is  that  mathematicians 
should  be  associated  with  chemists  in  their  researches,  as 
chemists  are  apt  to  allow  an  idea  to  run  away  with  them, 
even  mixing  up  kinetic  conditions  with  static  possibilities, 
and  evolving  laws  wholly  contradictory  in  themselves. 
These  ideas  were  admirably  expounded  in  a  learned  synopsis 
of  the  theories  of  solution.  The  ionisation  theory  predicates 
that  the  molecules  in  a  liquid  are  in  the  same  condition  as 
in  the  gaseous  state,  a  statement  which  the  lecturer  could 
not  accept.  The  argument  of  the  ionisation  theorists  is 
based  chiefly  upon  the  osmotic  pressure  exerted  by  the  dis- 
solved substance  actiag  upon  an  artificial  membrane.  Pro- 
fessor Fitzgerald  spoke  contemptuously  of  the  membranes 
selected,  and  recommended  chemists  to  study  the  action  of 
solutions  upon  a  diaphragm  consisting  of  nonwettable 
material,  such  as  paraffin,  pierced  with  innumerable  capillary 
holes.  If  such  a  diaphragm  be  placed  in  a  jar,  the  lower 
pait  of  which  contains  water,  and  the  upper  part  a  saline 
solution,  there  is  no  passage  of  the  solution  downwards,  but 
it  depresses  the  capillary  column  of  air  thus  |w|,  and  the 
measure  of  that  is  the  osmotic  pressure,  between  which  and. 
capillarity  there  is  a  connection.  Although  the  solution 
cannot  pass  downwards,  there  is  a  free  passage  of  water 
a3  vapour  up  and  down.  The  existencj  of  free  ions  in 
solutions  was  referred  to  in  a  sceptical  tone.  We  know  that 
the  molecules  are  composed  of  negative  atoms  and  positive 
atoms,  and  if  we  assume,  as  the  theory  requires,  that  one 
+  atom  travels  away  from  its  —  neighbour,  we  at  once  dis- 
turb the  electric  equilibrium,  and  as  we  are  dealing  in  this 
matter  with  a  force  equal  to  400  000  volts  per  centimetre, 
the  very  condition  which  is  supposed  to  be  set  up  would 
result  in  decomposition  of  the  liquid,  and  such  manifestation 
of  electrical  force  that  could  not  have  escaped  observers. 
Professor  Fitzgerald  strongly  condemned  the  theory,  which 
he  considered  to  be  dangerous,  because  it  gave  chemists  the 
feeling  that  everything  was  explained,  and  this  prevented 
them  seeking  the  truth.  He  also  stated  that  the  ej pi ma- 
tion9  of  ionisation  theorists  are  exceedingly  ingeniois,  but 
when  we  examine  them  we  find  that  they  are  another  way 
of  stating  the  thing  objected  to.  Thus  their  explanation  of 
solution  in  water  really  amounts  to  the  same  explanation  as 
the  hydration  theory.  He  then  enlarged  upon  the  relations- 
between  electricity  and  matter,  pointing  out  the  probable 
rich  rewards  of  fact  which  may  follow  closer  research  in. 
this  field,  and  referred  briefly  lo  Htlmhohz'd  physiological 
researches. 

The  Ipcture  throughout  was  of  a  highly  suggestive 
character,  and  we  have  merely  skimmed  the  surface  of  it 
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for  the  facts  which  may  induce  those  interested  to  carefully 
read  the  lecture  when  it  is  published  in  the  Society's  Trans- 
actions. If  there  was  one  thicg  more  than  another  that 
Professor  Fitzjerald  succeeded  in  demonstrating,  it  was  that 
a  correlation  of  students  of  fo:ce  is  a  necessity  in  the  search 
for  truth. 

Vote  op  Thanks. 

Sir  Joseph  Lister,  President  of  the  Eoyal  Society,  in  pro- 
posing a  vote  of  thanks  to  Professor  Fitzgerald,  confessed 
his  inability  to  follow  him  in  most  of  his  remaiks,  which 
were  terra  incognita  to  bio,  but  he  recollected  with  pride 
that  Helmholtz  was  a  medical  practitioner.  That  from  being 
such  he  should  have  become  a  orilliant  physicist  was  a  very 
remarkable  fact.  (Laughter.)  He  would  have  done  enough 
to  claim  the  gratitude  of  physicians  and  surgeons  if  he  had 
done  nothing  else  than  explain  the  accommodative  power 
of  the  eye  to  varjing  distances  and  invent  the  ophthalmo- 
scope. 

Dr.  Edward  Frankland  seconded  the  resolution,  and  among 
the  subsequent  speakers  were  Lord  Rayleigh,  Sir  Henry 
Roscoe,  Professor  Armstrong,  and  Professor  Poynting.  Lord 
Rajltigh  mentioned  that  all  the  German  he  knew  was 
learnt  by  reading  a  book  of  Helmholiz's  thirty  years  ago. 

In  adjourning  the  meeting  the  President  (Mr.  A.  G.  Vernon 
Harccurt)  mentioned  that  Helmholtz  was  half  an  Englishman, 
seeing  that  his  mother  was  Miss  Penn,  an  Englishwoman, 
who  was  connected  with  the  family  of  the  founder  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Professor  Fifzgerald  briefly  replied. 


Ticxo  Companle0. 


Hugcin's  Soap  Woek9  (Limited). — Capital  50,000/.,  in 
51.  shares.  Objects  :  To  enter  into  an  agreement  with  Henry 
R.  Bullock,  and  to  manufacture,  buy,  sell,  and  deal  in  (both 
wholesale  and  retail)  soap,  candle?,  tallow,  oil,  glycerine, 
paints,  dyes,  colours,  varnishes,  cement,  fats,  cattle  food,  &c. 

*  Crystal  Seal  Bottle  Company  (Limited). — Capital 
5.000Z.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  patent  rights 
in  connection  with  a  certain  invention,  such  patent  being 
numbered  6,592  of  1894,  and  to  manufacture,  sell,  and  deal 
in  the  "  Crystal  Seal  Bottle."  Registered  without  articles 
of  association. 

Nottingham  Boiler  Scale  Dissolving  Company 
(Limited)  — Capital  100/ ,  in  11.  shares.  Objects  :  To  enter 
into  a  certain  undescribed  agreement,  and  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  oils,  vitriols, 
alkalis,  and  acids.  Registered  without  articles  of  association. 
Registered  office,  58  Canal  Street,  Nottingham. 

Digestivh  Salt  Syndicate  (Limited).— Capital  10,000/ , 
in  9,900  ordinary  and  100  deferred  shares  of  1/.  each. 
Objicts:  To  establish  and  carry  on  the  business  of  manu- 
facturers of  and  wholesale  and  retail  dealers  in  digestive 
table  salt  to  be  called  "  Selvain  "  or  any  other  name,  and 
condiments,  compounds,  and  preparations,  and  to  carry  on 
business  as  manufacturing  and  retail  chemists.  The  regula- 
tions of  Table  "  A"  mainly  apply. 

*Sokol  Sanitation  Company  (Limited) — Registered 
with  a  capital  of  10,000/.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects  : — To  enter 
into  an  agreement  with  Jas.  Wood  and  Capt.  D.  Shaw, 
trading  as  "  Wood  &  Co.,"  and  to  acquire,  take  over  as  a 
going  concern,  and  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of 
proprietary  medicines  known  as  '  Sokol  disinfectant,"  "dis- 
infecting distemper,"  "  Albion  sheep-dip,"  and  "  swine-fever 
cure,"  canied  on  by  Wood  &  Co.  Registered  without  articles 
of  association. 

M.  B  Foster  &  Sons  (Limited).— Capital  300,000/.,  in 
16,000  5/.  per  cent,  preference  shares  of  10/.  each,  and  35,000 
ordinary  shares  of  4/.  each.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  busi- 
ness carried  on  by  a  company  of  the  same  name,  to  enter 
into  an  agreement  with  the  said  old  company,  E.  Waterhouse 
and  J.  H.  Foster,  and  to  catry  on  the  business  of  ale,  beer 
and  eider  merchants,  mineral  and  aerated  water  manu- 
facturers, wine  and  spirit  merchants,  brewers,  maltsters,  &c. 
Registered  office,  242  Marylebone  Road,  N.W. 

Leadbetter's  Dental  Patent  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany (Limitid) —Capital  15,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects: 


To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at  Manchester  under  the 
style  of  "  Leadbetter's  Dental  Patent  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany." Chas.  S.  Leadbetter  is  to  act  as  lhe  managing 
director  for  five  years  at  a  salary  of  500/  per  annum. 

*  Frederick  King  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  50,000/.,  in 
10/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  from  the  liquidator  of 
Frederick  King  &  Co.  (Limited)  the  lands,  premises,  ma- 
chinery, plant,  fixtures,  stock-in-trade,  debts,  chattels,  and 
goodwill  of  the  business  of  the  company  as  canied  on  at 
Ballyherly,  Belfast,  and  London,  and  to  manufacture,  sell, 
and  deal  in  preserved  potatoes,  desiccated  soups,  and  other 
food  preparations.  The  first  directors  (to  number  not  fewer 
than  two  nor  more  than  four)  are  William  Wilson.  Donald 
MacDonald,  and  William  Chaine.  Qualification,  300  shares. 
Remuneration,  as  the  company  may  decide. 

*  Ruddolph  Laboratory  Company  (Limited).— Capita 
5000/.,  in  10/.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business 
carried  on  as  the  Ruddolph  Laboratory  Company  (Limited), 
at  29  London  Road,  Reading,  to  enter  into  an  agreement 
with  Wm.  H.  Sandwith,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  drug?,  chemicals,  patent 
and  other  medicines,  druggists'  sundries,  medicinal  and 
chemical  preparations,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  are  : — J.  F. 
Sargeant,  Holly  Bank,  Bracknell,  solicitor  (75  shares);  J.  H. 
Knowles,  Kendrick  View,  London  Road,  Reading,  chemist 
(25) ;  Wm.  H.  Sandwith,  Bracknell,  chemist  (25) ;  Jno. 
Tyrell,  Bracknell,  traveller  (25) :  G.  Haye,  Wokingham, 
solicitor  (5)  ;  B.  P.  Allnutt,  2  Forbury,  Reading,  chartered 
accountant  (1) ;  F.  J.  Griffin,  Shenston  Road,  Reading, 
manager  (I).  The  first  directors  (to  number  not  fewer  than 
three  nor  more  than  seven)  are  John  F.  Sergeant,  John  H. 
Knowles,  and  Wm.  H.  Sandwith  Qualification,  250/.  Re- 
muneration, as  the  company  may  fix. 


"  The  Horrors  op  Sheep  dip."— It  is  thus  that  the  West 
Ham  Herald  heads  an  article  in  which  we  are  informed 
that  there  are  two  or  three  factories  near  the  southern  border 
of  West  Ham  where  sheep- dip  is  made.  A  representative 
of  the  paper  has  been  inquiring  about  it,  and  this  is  what 
he  says  : — "  The  materials  used  in  the  manufacture  are  caustic 
soda,  sulphur,  and  red  and  white  arsenic.  The  men  wear 
overalls  of  brown  holland,  and  before  they  can  go  near  the 
chemicals  their  faces  have  to  be  enveloped  in  silk  handker- 
chiefs, leaving  only  their  eyes  uncovered.  At  the  end  of  the 
day's  work  you  see  them  coming  away  with  their  eyes  in  a 
horrible  state — literally  bunged  up  with  inflammation  and 
impurity.  First  of  all  the  ingredients  have  to  be  stirred 
about  briskly  in  large  open  vessels,  and  the  operation  pro- 
duces clouds  of  steam,  which  is  so  heavily  charged  with 
poisonous  fumes  that  the  visitor,  unused  to  breathing  such 
stuff,  sneezes  and  splatters  at  the  first  whiff  of  it.  The  men, 
however,  have  to  work  in  it  all  day  long.  They  themselves 
say  that  the  last  process  is  by  far  the  worst.  .  .  .  The  com- 
pound has  to  be  ground  and  passed  through  a  sieve,  and  it 
must  be  as  dry  as  possible  before  this  can  be  done.  When 
it  has  gone  through  the  sitve  the  powder  comes  down  a 
kind  of  shoot,  and  if  there  is  a  current  of  air  in  the  room  it 
blows  the  fumes  and  the  powder  into  the  men's  faces  and  on 
to  their  clothing  directly  they  open  the  shoot  doors.  The 
men  are  not  forced  to  work  fast.  Indeed,  they  are  warned 
not  to  exert  themselves  enough  to  bring  on  perspiration,  for 
then  the  powder  will  hold  to  the  skin  and  eat  into  the  pores. 
When  the  powder  gets  into  the  pores  it  causes  violent  itch- 
ing, but  woe  to  the  man  who  scratches  his  skin  !  So  much  do 
the  men  dread  the  effects  of  the  powder  upon  their  faces 
that  they  cover  themselves  with  fuller's  earth  before  they 
begin  their  work.  .  .  .  About  twenty  men  and  boys  are 
engaged  on  this  work  at  one  factory,  and  only  a  few  of  them 
can  keep  on  at  it  every  day.  They  are  frequently  laid  up, 
some  for  weeks  at  a  stretch.  Indeed,  the  proprietors  of  the 
place  are  continually  taking  on  fresh  men  to  fill  the  places 
of  the  victims.  .  .  .  The  employers  comply  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Factory  Acts  in  regard  to  dangerous  occupa- 
tions. But  it  is  evident  that  if  the  manufacture  of  this 
sheep-dip  is  so  deadly,  even  a'ter  all  Home  Office  pre- 
cautions are  regarded,  as  to  shorten  the  span  of  human  life 
to  five  years,  the  manufacture  ought  to  be  prohibited  alto- 
gether. .  .  .  The  men  receive  26s.  a  week  1 "  The  Bath/ 
Chronicle  supports  the  Herald  in  demanding  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Home  Office. 
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prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk.  In  many  cases  allowances  have  to  be  added  before 
ordinary  prices  can  be  ascertained.  Frequently  goods  must  be  picked  and 
sorted  to  suit  the  demands  of  the  retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and 
the  accumulation  of  rejections,  not  all  of  which  are  suitable  ecen  for 
manufacturing  purposes.  Further  points  which  should  be  borne  in  mind 
are  that  distributor  generally  has  to  bear  the  bulk  of  the  freight-charges 
on  the  goods  on  their  way  from  the  producer  to  the  retailer,  and-  that  for 
many  arliclfs  the  range  of  quality  is  very  wide. 


42  CANNON"  STREET,  E  C,  January  30. 

WITH  the  exception  of  some  four  or  five  articles,  in 
which  there  have  been  important  changes,  the  mar- 
kets have  shown  few  alterations,  although  a  steady  trade  is 
quietly  going  on.    In  fine  chemicals  the  principal  alteration 
■we  have  to  report  is  a  decline  of  about  40  per  cent,  in  pilo- 
carpine.   Quinine  is  dull  of  sale,  and  perhap3  a  shade  easier. 
Sugar- of  milk  retains  its  high  quotations,  although  the  range 
was  rather  wide.    Arsenic  is  still  extremely  dear,  and  practi- 
cally unobtainable    on   the    spot.     Citric  and  tartaric 
acids  firm,  especially  the  last-named.    Chrysophanic  acid 
quiet.    Refined  camphor  is  tending  somewhat  easier,  bat 
cream  of  tartar  is  again  considerably  higher.  Glycerine 
somewhat  slow  of  sale.    Opium  salts  are  at  present  un- 
changed, but  may  go  up  if  the  movement  in  opium  should 
make  farther  progress.    In  drags  we  have  to  report  rather  a 
firm  market  for  opium.    Raw  camphor  was  sold  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  at  rather  easier  rates.    Balsam  Peru  is 
quiet.    Cascara  sagrada,  in  spite  of  important  arrivals,  keep 
steady.     Cevadilla  seed  much  higher.     Colocynth  keeps 
steady.    Ergot  of    rye   unchanged.     Malta  cumin-seed 
slightly  easier.  The  price  of  gentian-icot  is  well  maintained, 
and  looks  like  going   higher  still.    To-day's  gum-acacia 
tales  went  off  very  flatly.    Soudan  sorts  are  in  large  supply, 
and  tending  rather  lower.    Barbary  gum,  however,  was  in 
demand.    Menthol  slow  of  sale.    Cistor  oils,  Italian  and 
French,  are  very  firm.    It  looks  as  if  the  price  of  cod-liver 
oil   were   about   to    advance.     In    essential  oils  there 
are    few    changes.    Otto    of   rose    very    firm.  Citro- 
nella,  lemongrass,  and  cassia  oils  are  well  maintained. 
Tragacanth    keeps    high    in    price   for    fine  qualities 
Saffron  is  also  firmer.    In  heavy  chemicals  we  have  to  report 
steady  prices  for  sulphur  and  an  improved  demand  for  sul- 
phate of  copper,  green  coppeias  and  baiyta  salts.  Chlorate 
of  potash  is  tending  firmer,  but  acetate  of  lead  is  slow  of 
sale.    Potashes  and  sodas  generally  are  steady.    Spices  slow 
of  sale,  Jamaica  ginger  being  decidedly  easier.    Turmeric  is 
very  slow,  but  shellac  keeps  steady  for  orange,  while 
button  lac  has  made  some   advance.     Qnicksilver  dull 
of  sale.    Galls  are  rather  easier  for  Chinese.  Indigo 
about  Zd.  dearer.    The  position  of  oils  is  as  follows : — 
Linseed  steady,  at  19s.  Qd.  to  20s.  3d. ;  rape  oil  firm,  at 
23s.  9d  to  24s.  for  crude,  and  25s.  to  25s.  Qd.  for  refined. 
Cotton  seed  tending  lower  ;  crude,  15s. ;  refined,  17s.  6d.  to 
18s.    Cocoanut  oil  unchanged :  fine  Ceylon,  22s.  9d.  to  23s. ; 
Cochin  rather  firmer,  at  27s.     Palm  oil  lower :  22s.  for  fine 
Lagos.    Olive  oil  unaltered.    Turpentine  is  slightly  lower. 
Petroleum  easier.  German  potato  spirit  has  slightly  advanced. 


Methylated  spirit  has  been  advanced  Id.  per  gallon.  The 
Bank'rate  remains  unchanged  at  2  per  cent.,  and  bar  silver  is 
slightly  firmer  at  30f  d.  per  oz. 


Our  Smyrna  correspondent,  telegraphing  on  Wednesday 
afternoon,  reports  that  the  market  is  excited  on  account  of 

.  ^  severe  frosts  which  are  said  to  have  occurred 

Telegram.  in  the  growing  districts.  Speculators  have 
been  buying  freely  up  to  the  parity  of  7s  3d. 
per  lb.  f.o.b.  Smyrna  for  fair  current  manufacturing  gum, 
which  is  an  advance  of  Id.  upon  the  quotations  of  a  fort- 
night ago. 


Last  week,  the  whole  of  the  workmen,  numbering  300,  at 
the  Globe  Works,  of  the  United  Alkali  Company,  at  St. 

Helens,  received  notice.  It  is  understood  that 
duction°of  t*le  ^nrEaces  be  cooled  down,  and  the 
Bleach.  °      works  brought  to  a  standstill,  for  at  least 

several  weeks.  Bleaching-powder  forms  the 
chief  product  of  the  "  G'obe,"  and  the  stoppage  of  the 
works  has  been  necessitated  by  the  enormous  accumulation 
of  stocks. 


About  a  year  ago  Mr.  Thomas  Christy  exhibited  at  an 
evening  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  an  advance 
_  Kjno  sample  of  astrirjgent  "gum"  which  he  had 
obtained  from  the  Zambesi  district.  In  this 
"gum"  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  recognised  the  old-fashioned 
kino,  which  Dr.  Fothergill  introduced  into  therapeutics 
more  than  thirty  years  ago  as  a  West  African  remedy.  Mr. 
Holmes  would  not  pledge  his  word  to  the  sample  being  the 
same  as  the  old  kino  until  he  had  seen  more  of  it  and 
specimens  of  bark,  flowers,  &c,  which  have  now  been  obtained, 
with  the  result  that  he  declares  the  "  gum  "  to  be  the  true  kino, 
the  inspissated  juice  of  Coeoloba  uriplura.  We  have  examined 
this  kino,  of  which  Messrs.  Thomas  Uhristy  &  Co.  have  obtained 
a  consignment  of  about  100  lbs.  It  is  a  beautiful,  reddish- 
brown  inspissated  juice,  of  great  astringency,  and  forming 
an  excellent  tincture.  It  may  be  explained  that  the  various 
products  which  have  passed  as  kino  during  the  long  period 
that  this  Coeoloba  kino  has  been  unobtainable  have  little  in 
common  with,  the  result  being  that  most  retail  pharmacists 
regard  kino  as  a  glistening  black  "  gum,"  from  which 
physicians  do  not  get  the  results  that  the  text-books  say, 
because,  of  course,  the  books  are  written  upon  the  old  ex- 
perience with  Coeoloba  kino.  Now  that  this  drag  is  available, 
there  appears  to  be  a  desire  to  give  it  a  good  trial,  for  it  is 
being  bought  up  by  wholesale  houses,  and  Messrs.  T.  Christy 
&  Co.  have  arranged  for  regular  supplies.  The  price  for 
retail  lots  is  18s.  Qd.  per  lb. 


Acid  (Carbolic).— Firmly  held  at  l\d.  for  39°  to  40°  C. 
and  6|i.  to  Q^d  for  35°  C.  for  crystals.  For  crude  acid 
75  per  cent.  2s.  Id.  per  gallon  has  been  paid,  and  it  is  said 
that  in  60  per  cent,  business  has  been  done  at  Is.  lOd.  per 
gallon. 

Acid  (Chrysophanic)  may  be  had  from  English  manu- 
facturers at  2ls  per  lb. ;  fine  workable  Goa  powder  is  as 
scarce  as  ever,  but  the  demand  for  it  and  for  the  acid  has 
been  very  slack  of  late. 

Acid  (Citric). — Firm  and  fairly  active.  There  seems  to 
have  been  an  especially  good  demand  on  the  Continent 
lately,  more  so  than  in  this  country.  The  English  makers 
quote  Is.  Z\d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot ;  second-hand  holders  still 
offer  at  Is.  Z\d.  per  lb.  Concentrated  lemon  juice  is  also 
firmer;  up  to  a  few  days  ago  131.  15s  per  pipe,  f  o.b.,  was 
still  quoted,  but  we  hear  on  good  authority  that  within  the 
last  four  days  14Z.  2s.  Qd  ,  has  been  paid. 

Acid  (Tartaric). — Very  firm  indeed.  English  is  quoted 
at  Is  Zd  per  lb.  by  the  makers,  while  seco  li  hand  holders 
ask  Is.  Z\d.  per  lb.  Foreign  makers  are  asfcing  Is.  3d.  per  lb. 
for  early  delivery. 

Arsenic — The  price  for  immediate  delivery  is  quite 
nominal  at  18Z.  per  ton  for  white  powder.   In  all  probability, 
however,  some  supplies  will  be  obtainable  at  that  figure  in 
|  about  a  fortnight's  time. 
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Balsam  Peru. — Tendiog  lower.  To-arrive  business  is 
said  to  have  been  done  at  8s  9d.  per  lb.  c.i.f ,  bat  on  the  spot 
that  figure,  we  believe,  would  aho  be  accepted. 

Benzoin. — Firmly  held  for  all  good  and  fine  qualities  of. 
Sumatra,  gum  for  which  there  is  a  steady  demand. 

Bleaching-powder  is  11.  15s.  per  ton  on  the  spot,  while 
the  quotations  ex  Liverpool  and  the  Tyne  are  11.  f.o.b.,  or 
61.  10s.  f.o.b.  for  shipment  to  the  Continent. 

Camphor  (Crude). — This  article  has  attracted  much 
interest  this  week,  and  a  good  deal  of  mysterious  buying  is 
reported.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  obtain  reliable  details ; 
but  it  seems  that  between  last  Friday  and  yesterday  from 
800  to  1,000  piculs  of  Formosa  camphor  changed  hands  at 
152*.  6d.  per  cwt.  c.i  f.  terms  for  Febraary-April  ship- 
ment, a  decline  of  about  10s.  on  the  reduction  of  the 
preceding  week.  It  is  said  that  this  camphor  was  purchased 
by  the  Syndicate,  but  we  believe  that  several  refiners  have 
also  taken  advantage  of  the  lower  quotations  to  lay  in 
supplies.  To-day  the  tide  has  turned  again,  and  the 
market  closes  firmer.  Business  is  said  to  have  been 
done  at  from  153s.  to  155s.  per  cwt ,  c.i.f.,  and  156s ,  ci.f.,  is 
now  asked.  Japanese  camphor  (which  has  been  out  of 
proportion  dear  compared  to  Formosari)  was  offered  here 
yesterday  in  secorid  hand,  at  175s  per  cwt.,  c  i.f.,  and  could, 
perhaps,  still  be  had  at  177s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  c  i  f . ;  but  it  is 
said  that  in  Japan  the  exporters  demand  185s.,  c.i  f  ,  and 
that  they  have  formed  a  "syndicate"  among  themselves  to 
keep  up  the  market.  It  is  reported  that,  a  few  days  ago, 
200  piculs  Jap  in,  near  at  hand,  sold  at  182s.  6d.  per  cwt , 
c.i.f.  ;  but  we  cannot  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  that  report. 
The  outlook  seems  extremely  unsettled. 

Camphor  (Refcned). — No  alteration  has  yet  been  made 
in  the  English  official  quotations.  Germ  in  make3  are 
quoted  on  the  basis  of  2s.  2d.  for  half-ton  lots  of  balls,  for 
prompt  delivery ;  for  contracts  for  three  and  six  months 
delivery  Id  more  is  asked.  We  hear  that  one  of  the  Garmin 
makers  is  soliciting  bids  at  \A.  per  lb.  below  the  price  quoted 
above. 

Cascara  Sagrada — Ramains  firmly  held,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  a  parcel  of  about  500  bags  has  been  received 
from  America  this  week.  It  is  reported  that  the  bulk  of  this 
was  sold  before  arrival,  and  that  the  chances  are  that  little 
or  nothing  of  the  lot  will  appear  in  the  market.  Meanwhile 
sales  of  good  quality  have  been  made  at  21s.  and  21s.  6d. 
per  cwt ,  and  one  dealer  asserts  that  he  has  declined  an 
offer  of  22s  6^  per  cwt.  for  the  whole  of  his  stock.  Others 
even  talk  of  30s  per  cwt.  as  their  asking -price. 

CevAdilla-SEED — This  favourite  article  of  Hamburg 
speculators  has  lately  been  advanced  in  price  to  125s.  per  cwt., 
almost  double  the  quotation  of  two  months  ago. 

Chloralamid. — Up  to  the  present  time  the  price  for  this 
article  has  been  Us  per  lb.  for  any  quantity,  but  hence- 
forth the  agents  will  require  lis  per  lb  for  lots  under  5  lbs  , 
and  10s  6d.  per  lb.  for  lots  of  5  lbs.  and  upwards. 

Colocvtnth. — S till  in  very  limited  supply  and  held  for 
extreme  nigh  prices  :  fine  pale  Turkish  apple  with  seed  at 
2s.  lOd.  ;  good  Spanish  at  Is.  per  lb.  on  the  spot. 

Cream  op  Tartar — Still  rising.  B3st  French  crystals 
are  now  quoted  at  102s.  par  cwt.  f.o.b.  Bordeaux,  with  every 
prospect  of  a  further  advance.  In  London  business  has  b»en 
done  in  good  white  crystals  at  prices  advancing  up  to  107s. 
per  cwt.  on  the  spot,  and  there  are  now  no  sellers  below  that 
prices  while  the  quotation,  for  powder  are  108s.  to  110s. 
per  cwt. 

Cumin-sebd  —  Slightly  easier  :  good  Afaltes;  seed  has  been 
sold  this  week  at  33s.  per  cwt. 

Ergot  of  Rve.— Qiite  neglected.  New  Spmtih  offers  at 
9d.  per  lb.  on  tne  spot  for  good  quality,  fiae  Hutsim  or 
German  at  6\d.  to  Id.  per  lb. 

Galls. — Japanese  are  rather  easier.  Some  business  has 
been  done  for  arrival,  February-March  s'eamer,  at  51s  par 
cwt.,  c  i  f.  terms,  and  there  are  farther  sellers  at  that  figure. 
The  last  quotation  for  Chinese  galls  was  57s.  6i.  per  cw"., 
c.i.f.,  or  64s  on  the  spot. 


Gentian. — Several  tons  of  root  have  changed  hands  this 
week  at  tne  rate  of  18s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  f.o.b.  Marseilles,  which 
is  equal  to  nearly  22s.  6d.  per  cwt.  London  terms.  On  the 
spot,  however,  2ls  per  cwt  has  been  accepted  for  good  sound 
root,  but  there  does  not  seem  to  be  anything  more  at  that 
price.  Gentian  powder  is  now  quoted  at  21s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
net,  "  c.i.f."  terms. 

Glycerine. — The  manufacturers  are  very  firm  in  their 
views,  and  have  made  no  change  in  the  quotations.  Some 
second-hand  holders,  however,  who  have  made  cheap  pur- 
chases at  the  time  would  be  glad  to  make  a  redaction  on  the 
nominal  market  rates  in  order  to  realise.    Business  is  quiet. 

Gum  Acacia  — Picked  kinds  are  very  quiet,  the  quotations 
for  fine  pale  Trieste  drop  being  from  12/  to  13/  per  cwt. 
Grains  have  sold  lately  at  5/.  Is.  6d.  per  cwt  The  market 
for  Soudan  sorts  is  tending  downwards,  and  rather  easier 
rates  have  been  accepted  for  some  parcels,  fine  soft  pale 
sorts  being  now  quoted  at  60s  to  62s.  6d.  per  cwt.  The 
supply  is  increasing  constantly,  and  no  sales  of  any  impor- 
tance could  be  effected  except  at  much  lower  rates.  In  so- 
called  insoluble  Persian  gum,  fair  sales  of  ordinary  to  good 
quality  sorts  have  been  made  at  from  12s.  to  14s.  per  cwt. 
Best  selected  is  quoted  at  18s.  to  20s  per  cwt.  Ninety  cases 
Brown  Barbanj  sold  at  to-day's  auctions  at  from  30s.  6^.  to 
35s.  per  cwt.,  showing  a  steady  markets. 

Homey. — Sale3  of  brown  Chilian,  pile  4,  have  been  male  at 
21s.  per  cwt. 

Indigo. — At  the  Eist  India  indigo-auctions  held  thi 
week  a  fair  demand  prevailed  and  prices  rose  2d.  per  lb.  on 
the  previous  auction-rates  for  Bengal  and  Kurpah.  Good 
Oudes  were  also  2d.  higher,  common  kinds  unchanged. 
Madras  and  Bimlipatam  firm  to  2d.  dearer. 

Ipecacuanha. — Small  sales  of  Colombian  root  are  reported 
since  the  last  auctions  up  to  4s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  good  plump 
slightly-damaged  quality.  A  parcel  ot  twelve  bales  has  just 
been  received. 

Lead  Acetate. —The  Gerimn  Convention  price  for  white 
sugar  of  lead  is  22/.  to  23/.  par  toa  c  i  f .  British  ports,  but 
certain  outside  manufacturers  are  selling  slightly  below  that 
figure. 

Menthol — The  position  seems  to  be  shaky.  On  the  spot 
there  is  no  alteration  in  the  quotation,  but  we  hear  that  for 
prompt  shipment  or  parcels  on  the  way,  12s.  3d.  per  lb.  c  i.f, 
terms  would  be  taken. 

Oil  (Castor). — The  chief  importers  of  French  and 
Italian  castor-oil  are  exceedingly  firm  in  their  views.  Some 
of  them,  indeed,  have  again  advanced  their  prices,  but  this 
increase  is  more  or  less  nominal,  for  there  are  se;ond-hand 
and  other  holders  quite  ready  to  accept  la?t  week's  quota- 
tions. Reports  from  Calcutta  state  that  stocks  are  small, 
and  the  supplies  of  seed  insufficient  to  meet  the  require- 
ments. The  new  seasorj,  however,  opens  early  in  March,  and 
it  is  expected  that  prices  may  then  be  raised  again.  The 
quotation  for  first  pressings  Italian  is  now  31s  6d.  per  cwt., 
c.i.f. ;  for  second  quality  3ls.  ci.f.  First  pressing  French 
oil  is  quoted  on  the  spot  at  22«  ,  second  presiings  at  20s.  Qd. 
per  cwt.,  and  medicinal  oil,  according  to  packing,  at  from 
25s.  to  28s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Oil  (Cod-liver). — The  market  has  been  extremely  quiet 
since  oar  last  report.  The  fishing  reports  from  Norway 
continue  to  be  rather  alarming.  It  is  said  that  up  to 
Monday  practically  no  iiih  had  jet  been  caught  in  the 
Lofoden  district,  and  the  quotations  for  new  oil  were  only 
nominal.  Some  importers  in  London  go  so  far  as  to  say 
that  they  would  not  enter  into  a  contract  for  best  new  oil  as 
as  high  a  figure  as  220s  per  barrel,  but  on  the  other  hand 
there  seems  to  be  no  demaDd  on  the  part  of  the  drug-trade, 
and  we  think  that  good  non-congealing  1895  oil  can  still  be 
had  at  165s  per  barrel  on  the  spot  ;  for  best  Newfoundland 
oil,  5s  Qd  per  gallon  (equal  to  137s  Qd.  per  barrel  of  25 
gallons)  is  asked  on  the  spot,  but  that  price  cannot  be  ob- 
tained, and  in  Liverpool  sales  have  been  made  at  5s.  per 
gallon.  The  quotation  for  Jervell's  brand  non-congealing 
1896  oil  is  190s.  c  i  f.  terms.  The  market  closes  exceedingly 
fiim  on  account  of  the  bad  fishing  rep  irts,  and  it  is  said  that 
some  parcels  of  new  oil  have  been  rejected  by  the  boje-s  on 
account  of  deficient  quality. 
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Oils  and  Spirits. — German  potato  Spirit  has  advanced 
slightly  within  the  past  few  days,  the  present  quotation  being 
from  §\d.  to  l\d.  per  gallon  (in  bond)  naked,  c.i.f  ,  accord- 
ing to  brand.  Methylated- spU  it  has  advanced  to  Is  8d. 
per  gallon  naked,  coai-tar  Naphtha  (solvent)  90-95  per  cent, 
is  Is.  2\d.  to  Is.  3d  ,  Crude  30  per  cent.  lQd.  per  gallon, 
Benzol  is  some  what  easier ;  90  per  cent,  at  2s.  2d.,  50  per  cent, 
at  Is.  IQ^d.  per  gallon. 

Oils  (Essential).  —  Otto  of  rose  has  been  in  pretty  strong 
request  lately,  and  the  tendency  is  towards  higher  rates, 
although  no  official  advance  has  yet  been  made  in  any  of 
the  leading  brands.  A  little  more  business  is  said  to  have 
taken  place  lately  in  American  oil  of  peppermint  H.G.H.  at 
the  rather  low  price  of  10s  per  10.,  at  wnich  figure  it  is  still 
possible  to  buy.  Eucalyptus  oil  is  in  iair  demand  on  the 
spot,  but  there  is  no  change  in  tbe  quotations.  About  15 
tons  of  CUronella  oil  in  r'roms  have  been  sold  within 
the  last  few  days  at  Is.  lOrf.  per  lb.  c.\*.  for  January- 
March,  Is.  9d.  c.i.f.  for  January-May,  and  Is.  8frf. 
c.i.f.  for  January- September  steamer-shipment  to  London. 
Oil  of  lemon  is  cocsideiably  fiimer;  quotations  range 
from  3s.  Qd.  up  to  5s.  per  lo.,  f.o.b,  but  it  is  expected 
that  there  will  be  a  further  inciease  ia  price  shortly.  Sweet 
orange  oil  is  also  exceedingly  scarce  and  quoted  at  higher 
rates  from  7s.  to  7s.  9d.  per  lb  f.".b.  Bergamnt,  after 
having  declined  about  2s.  per  lb.  lately,  now  snows  a  turn 
for  the  better,  to  day's  quotations  for  /air  quality  being 
from  8s.  9d.  to  9s  6d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  Chinese  oils  are  practically 
unchanged.  Last  week's  quotations  still  hold  good  for  Oil 
of  cassia.  In  Star  anise  oil  no  further  business  is  reported 
since  the  sale3  at  10s.  l^d.  which  we  have  already  referred  to, 
but  10s.  3d.  per  lb.  is  now  che  general  spot  price.  For  arrival 
the  quotations  aie  out  of  proportion  high.  Lemongrass  firm 
at  2\ d.  per  oz.  on  the  spot,  or  2\d.  from  second-hand. 

Oil  (Oliy.b). — The  selling  season  is  now  at  its  height, 
but  business  remains  very  quiet  and  without  special  charjge. 
Best  Italian  eating  oils, ''sublime  and  cream,"  are  quoted 
at  from  VII.  up  to  50Z  f  o.b  per  ton  of  252  gallons.  French 
ditto  at  from  40Z  to  60^.,  other  descriptions  unchanged. 
Malaya  oil  at  282.  c.i.f.,  Seville  at  27s.  c.i.f. 

Opium. — The  London  market  has  been  moderately  active 
since  last  week,  with  a  limi:ed  business  in  Manufacturing,  at 
7s.  6d.  to  8s.  per  lb.  There  is  little  doing  in  Druggists' 
kinds,  which  are  still  quoted  at  7s.  3d  to  7s.  6d.  per  lb  ,  for 
seconds,  and  at  7s.  9d.  to  8s  6d.  per  lb.  for  fine  quality,  or  in 
Soft  shipping,  for  which  the  prices  range  from  lis  to  13s. 
per  lb.  Ptrsian  opium  unchanged,  at  from  lis.  3d.  to  13s. 
per  lb.  There  has  been  a  brisk  demand  to-day  for  the 
United  Sta'es,  and  a  considerable  quantity  has  changed 
hands — Karahissar  at  8s.  per  lb. ;  other  kinds  at  fiom 
8s.  3d.  to  8s.  6d.  per  lb.  No  business  has  been  done  in  soft 
shipping. 

Opium  Salts. — Qaiet.  The  manufacturers' nominal  quota- 
tions are,  morphia  in  powder,  4s  3d  ;  morphia  in  crystals, 
4s.  5d  ;  Codeia,  10s  6d.  per  oz.  These  figures  can  be  shaded 
from  second-hand  holders. 

Pilocarpine  — The  price  of  this  alkaloid,  which  has  long 
been  exceedingly  high,  has  suddenly  undergone  a  great 
change.  The  two  chief  manufacturers,  up  to  the  beginning 
of  this  week  quoted  8s  6d  per  gramme  for  either  the  Hydro- 
chlorate  or  Nitrate  salt,  but  one  of  them  suddenly,  and 
without  warning,  reduced  the  figure  to  5s.  per  gramme  in 
both  cases  ;  the  other  one  has  now  followed  suit.  This  unex- 
pected charge  is  said  to  be  due  to  the  fact  that  the  paity 
who  began  the  aggression  has  obtained  the  control  of  aquantity 
of  jaborandi  leaves  from  a  new  source,  but  it  is  hinted 
by  his  agent)  that  it  is  very  likely  that  after  a  short  time  the 
old  price  may  again  ba  restored  In  the  meantime,  fine  rich 
jaborandi  leaves  remain  as  scarce  as  ever  in  the  open 
maiket. 

Pistachio  Kernels  have  lately  advanced,  and  for  fine 
quality  from  2s.  6d.  to  2s.  9d  per  lb.,  f  o  b  ,  is  now  asked. 

Quicksilver.  —  Slow  of  *ale,  at  11.  7s.  6d.  per  bottle  from 
the  importers  and  11.  3s  6d  in  secondhand. 

Quinine — The  market  remains  exceedingly  quiet.  Ger- 
man quinine  in  bulk  is  quoted,  in  secondhand,  at  l?i,d 
per  oz ,  but  bids  of  I3^d.  per  cz.  would  probaoiy  lead  to 
business. 


Quassia-wood. — Steady,  with  sellers  at  80s.  per  ton 
for  logs. 

Saffron. — A.  very  steady  market,  but  without  any 
business  of  importance.  The  spot  quotations  range  from 
28s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  finest  Valencia  down  to  25s.  for  ordinary 
quality. 

Salep  has  lately  advanced  considerably,  in  common  with 
most  other  products  from  Asia  Minor.     The  drug  is  practi- 

;  cally  obsolete  in  this  country  for  pharmaceutical  purposes. 
Shellac  opened  very  quietly  this  week,  with  sales  of 
orange  TN,  January- March  delivery,  at  86s ,  and  March  - 
May  at  84s.  per  cwt.     At  auction  600  cases  unworked 
shellac  were  offered,  and  200  sold  at  steady  rates  for  second 

I  orange  and  an  advance  of  about  5s.  on  button  lac :  fine  pale 
second  orange  realising  101s.  to  105s.;  ordinary  cakey  to 
medium  red,  83s.  to  86s.  per  cwt. ;  gocd  to  superior  first 
Button,  100s.  to  112s. ;  blncky  to  daik  ditto,  90s.  to  98s. ; 
and  resinous  dark  seconds,  85s.  to  87s.  per  cwt.  Garnet  AC 
has  sold  at  90s.  per  cwt. 

Spermaceti.— In  fair  demand.  American  refined  offers 
at  Is.  l\d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot. 

Spices  (Various).— A.t  auction  200  bags  common  dusty 
East  Indian  coriander  seed  sold  as  low  as  3s.  to  4s.  6d. 
per  cwt.  Capsicums  are  still  tending  easier,  fine  long  bright 
picked  sold  at  46s.  6d.  per  cwt ,  common  Japan  at.  13s  6d. 
per  cwt.  Cassiz  lignea  quiet.  Fair  sold  at  31s.  per  cwt. 
Chillies,  mace,  ana  nutmegs,  very  dull.  Pimento  firmer,  at 
Z^d.  per  lb.  Ginger  quiet  for  Cochin,  of  which  a  quantity 
sold  without  reserve  : — Medium  B  cut,  55s. ;  ordinary  small 
C  cut,  45s.  to  45s  Gd. ;  rough  smaU  to  medium  cut,  62s. ; 
common  shrivelled  to  medium  brown,  26s.  6d.  to  31s. ;  small 
rough  washed  new  crop,  34s  6d  to  35s  per  cwt.  Jamaica 
ginger  lower :  fair  Ebatoon.  59s.  to  60s. ;  common  small 
mixed,  68s.  per  cwt.  Zanzibar  cloves  quiet.  Privately  2d. 
per  lb.  has  been  accepted  on  the  spot.  At  auction  134  bales 
sold  at  from  If d  to  1\d.  per  lb.  for  common  dull  to  fine 
bright.  White  pepper,  after  having  been  firmer,  declined 
at  auction,  ween  54  cases  picked  bright;  bold  Singapore  sold 
at  4f<2.  to  5d.  p?r  lb.,  and  460  bags  fair  Penang  at  2\d  per  lb 
Black  pepper  quiet. 

Sugar  of  Milk.— Firmly  held  and  not  unlikely  to  ad 
vance  further  to  some  slight  extent  before  the  new  crop  is 
available.  Toe  prices  vary  greatly  according  to  brand,  from 
72s.  6d.  up  to  85s.  per  cwt.  being  quoted  by  different  holde  rs 
Stavesacre-seed. — Ssarce  and  steady  ;  95s.  per  cwt.  is 
the  spot  price. 

Tragacanth  — Firmly  held,  but  without  much  business  ; 
first  pale  Persian  is  quoted  at  151.  per  cwt. 

Turmeric. — Good  Madras  finger  was  sold  privately  a  few 
days  ago  at  9s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Wax  (Japan)  — Sales  of  good  squares  are  reported  at  34». 
per  cwt..  but  35s.  per  cwt.  is  aske3  on  the  spot.  Tne  quota- 
tion for  February-March  shipment  is  37s.  par  cwt.  c.i.f. 


New  York  Cables. 
We  have  received  the  following  cablegram  : — "  New  York, 
January  30.  Ciscara  sagrada  is  extremely  firm.  Balsam 
copaiba  of  all  varieties  in  active  demand,  to- day's  quotations 
being  as  follows  :  Good  Angostura,  35c. ;  bright  Para,  34c. ; 
Central  American,  32c.  per  lb.  Canada  balsam  is  quoted  at 
#1  90  per  gallon.  Balsam  Peru,  $2  20  per  lb.  Tolu  balsam 
very  quiet,  at  50c.  per  lb.  for  good  quality.  Tonca  beans 
steady,  at  #2  50  per  lb.  for  fine  Angostura.  Opium,  con- 
siderably stronger  in  consequence  of  alarmist  information 
from  Asia  Minor  ;  $2  per  lb.  is  to-day's  piice  for  fair  drug- 
gists'. There  have  been  fresh  arrivals  of  gum  chicle,  and 
the  price  consequently  has  dropped  to  35c.  per  lb  Qiinine 
is  dull  and  dragging.  German  brands  in  bulk  can  be  had 
to-day  at  26s.  per  cz."  The  following  cablegram  from  our 
New  York  correspondent,  dated  January  23  last,  was  re- 
ceived too  late  for  insertion  in  our  Winter  number: — 
"  Cascara  sagrada  has  further  advanced,  closing  very  fhni  at 
I  4jc  per  lb.    Sassafras-root  is  on  the  rise,  as  much  as  7jj 
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per  lb.  being  now  asked.  Oi  the  other  hand,  refined 
spermaceti  is  weaker,  and  may  be  had  at  363  per  lb. 
Opium  is  very  unsettled,  and  rather  easier,  at  #1  95  per  lb. 
for  fair  druggists'. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  market  for  heavy  chemicals  has  improved,  and  now 
shows  a  rather  firmer  tone  than  at  the  date  of  last  writing. 
Home  orders  for  prompt  delivery  are  fairly  abundant,  whilst 
orders  for  export  are  considerably  heavier  than  is  usual  at 
this  time  of  the  year.    The  latter  fact  is  no  doubt  accounted 
for  by  the  weather  cont'nuing  so  open.    At  the  same  t'me, 
all  round  requirements  in  mcsi  cases  are  not  sufficient  to 
prevent  stocks  accumulating  to  some  degree.    There  are  few 
changes  of  any  great  importance  to  report  in  prices  ;  those 
which  hive  taken  place,  however, are  mostly  in  manula  torero' 
favour.    Probably  the  most  noticeable  cne  is  that  in  the 
position  of  Criam  of  tartar  which,  since  the  present  jear 
opened,  has  advanced    fnm   93s   per  cwt.  for  crystals, 
and  98*  per  cwt.  for  powdered  to  106s  to  107s.  per  cwt.  for 
the  former,  and  108s  to  110s  per  cwt.  for  the  latter.  A 
still    further    advance    is    looked    upon   as  probable, 
owing  to  the  increase  in  value  of  raw  materials.  Bleach- 
inff-fjorcdtr,  Soda  cryttals,  and  Caustic  soda  meet  with 
fairly  heavy  irquiry,  pi  ices  remaining  steady.  Recovered 
sulphur  c  mtioues  to  be  rather  scare,  and  quotations  have 
risen  to  34.  17s  (5d  to  4Z   per  ton  in  2  cwt.  bags.  Alumina 
products  are  all  in  moderate  demand,  with  steady  tone. 
Sulpliate  rf  ammonia  is  without  improvement;  for  prompt 
at   the    different  ports    va'uns    are  as  follows :— Leitb. 
81  8*.  9d  ;  Loidon.  U.  10?.:  Hu'l,  SI.  Ss  9d.  to  8/.  10*.; 
Beckton  terms,  81  7s  €d.    Exoorts  from  Lei'h  last  week 
amounted  to  489  tons.    Aniline  oil  and  Salt  are  now 
respectively  £\d.  and  l\d.  per  lb     Crystal  alum  is  selling 
freely,  especially  the  l-etter  qua'ities.    Green  cippcras,  both 
best  Lancashire  and  Welsh  makes  continues  in  strong  demand, 
and  are  rather  srarce.   Sulphate  of  orpper,  which  was  taking  an 
easier  turn,  seems  to  have  re  covered  its  former  position,  and 
best  brands  are   sellirg  steadily   at   fairly   gocd  prices. 
Baryta  compounds  maintain  their  firm  position,  and  have  a 
still  further  upward  tendency.    Of  the  Chloride  practically 
nothing  is  obtainab'e  for  prompt,  and  manufacturers'  are 
well  sold  ahead.    The  trgher  percentages  of  the  mineral 
Carbonate,  or  Witherite,  are  aho  scarce,  and  a  better  demand 
for  the  hydrate  is  abo  to  be  noted.    Chlorate  of  pot  at  h  has 
advanced,  for  spot  and  forward,  to  4.yd.  per  lb.    Chlorate  of 
soda  remains  unchanged,  but  meets  with  considerable  mote 
inquiry.    Lead  salts,  especially  the  Acitate.  are  rather  flit, 
prices  tending  downwards.     Hyposulphite  of  soda:  Prices 
are  fully  and  easily  maintained.      A  good  demand  for 
both  home  consumption  and    export    exists,   the  latter 
being  quite  up  to  the  average.     Silicate  if  Soda  in  more 
active  demand  for  expert--,  home  requirements  only  poor. 
Sulphocyanides  have  more  inquiry  but  at  uncharged  values, 

The  Liverpool  Drug  market. 
Oar  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing:  on  Januxry  29,  says 
that  in  Acacia  gums,  Soudan  soits  show  no  recovery  in  price, 
a  small  business  continuing  to  be  done  within  the  range  of 
values,  say  47s.  to  60s  per  cwt.  Brazilian  gum  is  steady 
with  a  small  stock  offering  at  2?s.  6d  per  cwt ,  Niger  quiet, 
buyers  waiting  the  landing  of  late  arrivals.  Castor  oil  is  a 
shade  easier  at  2,  J-.d.  for  good  seconds  Calcutta,  2T5g<i,  for  first 
pressure  French,  and  2{d.  ier)b.  for  Madras,  fart  of  the 
re«ent  anival  of  Newfoundland  Cod  liver  oil  has  been  sold 
at  5s  per  gallon.  Theie  is  more  demaDd  for  Kola-nuts  for 
export,  and  prices  range  from  Id.  to  9d  per  lb.  for  scund 
nuts.  African  oingtr  is  easier,  and  holders  might  shade  late 
prices  for  quantity.  Guinea  grains  are  selling  at  16s  6d  to 
18».  for  prime  bright  Beeswax  has  been  arriving,  but  holders 
show  no  disposition  to  give  wav.  Spermaceti:  Thirty-nine 
cases  have  sold  ex  quay  at  Is.  6d  ,  and  now  holders  talk  of 
better  prices.  Jaborandi  leaves  at  auction  attracted  no 
attention. 

The  Smyrna  Opium  market. 
Our  mail  news  from  Smyrna  brings  us  up  to  January  13. 
On  that  day  the  price  in  Smyrna  of  fair  manufacturing 
opium  was  7s  Id.  per  lb.  "  We  think,''  iowaver,  writes  our 
correspondent,  "that  the  price  would  h^we  been  several 
pence  lower  cut  for  the  fact  that  traders  nere  believe  that 


the  U.S.  will  this  year  place  a  new  duty  of  #2  per  lb.  on 
opium,  and  that  both  Smyrna  and  Constantinople  houses 
have  large  orders  on  hand  from  American  speculators  to  buy 
and  ship  at  a  moment's  notice,  so  as  the  opium  should  be 
imported  before  the  duty  is  enforced."  The  total  sales  be- 
tween January  7  and  18  only  amounted  to  about  20  cases 


|)rice-Iisf. 


The  following  are  some  current  wholesale  market  quotations 
of  tine  and  miscellaneous  chemicals  and  other  preparations 
not  specially  enumerated  in  other  parts  of  our  Trade-report. 
All  prices  are  for  la'ge  wholesale  parcels,  delivered  in 
London. 


Articles 


Price 
January  30,  1896 


Acetanilid  per  lb. 

Acid,  acetic,  98-109  per  cent,  glacial    . .       . .  per  cwt. 

.,        „     33  percent.  (B.P.)   „ 

„       „     30  per  cent   . .       . .  „ 

„    boracic,  ref .  powder        . .       . .       . .  „ 

„        ,,      n  crystals  ..       ..  „ 

,,    benzoic,  crystal*,  ex  toluol        ..       ..  per  lb. 

ex  resina  ( B.P.)   „ 

Acid,  chromic,  crystals,  B.P   „ 

„         „       commercial        . .       . .       . .  per  cwt. 

„    paUic  per  lb. 

„    hydrocyanic,  B.P.,  2  per  cent   „ 

„  ..         (Scheele),  5  per  cent.       ..  „ 

„    nitric,  P360  s.g   „ 

„     1-420  „    „ 

„       .,     1-S00  „  pure   , 

„    oxalic  . .       . .       . .       . .       .  ■       . .  „ 

„    picric  (crystals)     . .       . .       . .       . .  „ 

„    pyrogallic,  resublimed     . .       . .       . .  „ 

°  „    salicylic,  powder     . .       . .       . .       . .  „ 

*  „         „  crystals  

*  „         „      phys.  pura    „ 

„    sulphuric,  B.P.       ..       ..       ..       ..  „ 

„    tannic,  B.P.  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  „ 

Aioin    „ 

Alum  (chrome)  per  cwt. 

„     ust .,  crystals . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  „ 

„      „    powder . .    „ 

Ammonia  liquid,  -£80-23°   per  lb. 

Antim.  crocus,  crystals    . .       . .       . .       . .  per  cwt. 

„        ,',    powder    ..      ..      ..      ..  „ 

black  sulpli..  crystals   „ 

„         „  powder      ..       ..  ..  „ 

Antimony  regulus  (metal)   per  lb. 

Antipyrite  per  oz. 

Atiopine,  pure       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  „ 

„       sulphate         . .       . .       . .       . .  „ 

Bismuth,  carbonate         . .       . .       . .       ■ .  per  lb. 

,,     metal     ..      ..      ..      ..      ..  ,, 

„      nitrate,  crystals   „ 

,,      oxide,  B.P   „ 

subnitrate,  B.P.   , 

Caffeine,  pure        ..  ..       ..  „ 

„      citrate.  B.P   „ 

Camphor,  refined,  bells   „ 

„      tablets   „ 

Caramel       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..per  cwt. 

Carmine  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..   per  lb. 

Ctulk,  French,  powdered  per  cwt. 

.,       .,      cut  in  slices       ..       ..       ..  „ 

Chloral  hydrate,  crystals   per  lb. 

.,       Liebreich         ..       ..       ..  „ 

Cobalt,  chloride  , 

„     nitrate,  crystals  . .       . .       . .       . .  „ 

,.     black  oxide        . .       . .       . .       . .  „ 

Cocaine       ..       ..  ..  per  oz. 

CoMoe,  B.P   „ 

Collodion,  meMi.    ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  per  lb. 

B.P  

Cumarin  ..       ..       ..       ..   per  oz. 

Emetine,  light  (alkaloid)  .       ..       ..       ..  ., 

Ergot  in.  B.P.   per  lb. 

Bin  jean   ..        ..       ..  ,.  „ 

Ether,  rectified,  0  750    „ 

0  735,  B.P  

„     pure, 0-720,  BP.   '  „ 

,,  .,  „  (from  meth.  sp.)  ..  ..  „ 
.,     butyric,  absolute  ..       ..       ..       ..  „ 

metDylated,  0-730   , 

!,        0  717  (abs.anassth )  „ 
Euonymin,  B.P.     ..       ..       ..       ..  „ 

green  or  brown       ..       ..       ..  „ 

Gojd  (chloiide),  in  13-gr.  tubes  per  doz. 

Heliotropin  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  per  oz. 

Hydroqufnore       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  per  lb. 

Iodoform,  B.P   ..       ..       ..  „ 

Iron,  sulpliate       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  per  cwt. 

„  leiuced,  by  h\ dr.,  pure     ..       ..       ..  per  lb. 

j,  „  ,,  t-llick       .  .  |  a  .  ,  ,, 


s.  d. 
I  2 


9 
0 
9 
6 
6 
2 
3 
3 
6 
9 
8 
6 
21 
2i 
9 
31 
0 
0 
3 
7 
6 
3 
8 
4 
6 
0 
0 
4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
5 
9 
6 
0 
01 
0" 
3* 
9" 


4 

3 
2 
5 
3 

18  0 
14 

2 

2 
20 
15 

5 
30 

4 

4 


U 
2" 
0 
6 
6 
0 
0 
9 

2  10 

3  4 


2  10 
46  0 


0 
6 
8 
9 
4 
0 
5 
7} 
31 
0^ 
0 
3 
3 
6 
6 
0 
11 

o  iii 


d. 
6 
3 
3 
3 
0 
0 
3 
6 
44 


2  2 


0  3 


0  34 

1  9 
3  10 

17  6 


2  4i 


3 
19 


2  2 

2  5J 

25  0 

24  0 


4  7i 

5  4£ 


17  3 
10  9 


3  0 
48  0 


0  74 


26  O 

19  0 

6  10 

15  9 

20  0 
1  21 
1  1 
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Jalap,  resin,  B.P.  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  „ 

Lithia  carbonate   ..       .,       ..  ..  „ 

„     citrate        ..        ..       ..  ..  „ 

Magnesium,  ribbon  and  wire     ..       ..  .. 

powder,  bars,  or  shavings         , .  „ 
Morphia,  hydrochlor.       . .       . .       . .       . .  per  oz. 

Naphthalio, white  . .       ..       ..  *  ..per  cwt. 

Nickel,  metal  cubes,  99-100  per  cent  per  lb. 

„     sulphate  .  •      ..       ..  ,, 

.,  „      ammonio  ..       ..  „ 

Peroxide  of  hydrogen,  10  vols.  ..       ..       ..  per  gall. 

Phenaeetin  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  per  lb. 

Podophyllin . .       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  „ 

Potassium  oxalate,  neutral  crystals    . .       . .  „ 

„       bi-oxalate  (sal  acetos)  crys'als     ..  „ 
„  „         powder     . .  ,, 

„    .  bromide        ■  •      •  •      ■  ■      -  •  „ 
„       iodide  ..       ...       ..       ..       ..  „ 

„       prus-iate.  yellow     ..       ..       ..  „ 

„       cyanide,  98-100  per  cent   „ 

„  „      30  per  cent   „ 

„       permanganate         . .       . .       . .  per  cwt. 

„       prussiate,  red  crystals        ..       ..   per  lb. 

Saccbarin,  300  strength  .   „ 

500      „    „ 

Salioin        '..       ..  „ 

Salol  

Sal  prunella,  balls  per  cwt. 

„      „       cakes   „ 

Santonin  per  lb. 

Silver,  metal         . .       . .       . .       . .       . .   per  oz. 

„     nitrate,  crystals    ..  „ 

„         „      sticks    „ 

Sodium,  sulphite  per  cwt. 

*     „     salicylate,  powder   per  lb. 

5*  I  »      .   »         crystals  . .  •  •  „ 

Scammonium,  virgin       ..       ..  '     ,.       ..  „ 

Scammony,  resin    . .       ........  „ 

Sodium  acetate,  white  crystals  ..       ..       ..  per  cwt. 

„         „       pure       . .       ....       . .  „ 

Strychnine,  precip.   per  oz. 

„         crystals       . .  . .  „ 

Sugar  of  milk,  crystals  or  pjwder       ..       ..per  cwt. 

Sulpkonal    ..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..   per  lb. 

Terebene,  pure       . .       . .       . .       . .       . ,   '  „ 

Terpene,  hydrate  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  "  ,, 

Terpineol     ..       ..       ..  ..       ..   per  oz. 

Thymol,  crystal*    ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  per  lb. 

Turpentine,  Ohian  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  „ 

„         Venice         . .   per  cwt. 

Vaiillin  ..       ..       .,       ..       ..    per  oz. 

Veratrine,  B.P.  

Vermilion,  English  per  lb. 

„       Chinese . .       . .      . .  '     . .      . .  "  ^  ' /, 

Urethane  (ethyl)   „ 


Price 
January  30,  1896 


s.  d. 

12  1' 
6  6 
4  9 

13  0 
13  6 


s.  d 
14  0 


!    0  5} 


0  4J 
0  4J 

0  5 

1  8 
11 

0 

1 

0 
67 

1 
34 
57 


14  3 

7  9 

0  5 

0  5 

0  5i 


3} 
4i 
8A 
6 
4 
0 
0 
3 
4 
0 
0 
3 
6J 
8} 
9} 
0 
5 
0 
0 
9 
0 
6 
9i 
9| 
0 
6 
0 
7 
6 
6 
8 
0 
0 
3 
4 

0" 


1 

12  0 

0  81 

1  6" 

0  11 
75  0 

40  0 

60  0 

8  3 
42  6 

32  6 
7  6 

1  9 

1  9f 

2  9 

3  4 

33  0 

9  0 
21  0 
35  0 

1  1U 

1  10" 

90  0 

18  6 

1  2 

1  10 


10  0 


4  6 


2  6 
14  9 


*  With  graduated  scale  of  discounts,  according  to  quantity. 


LAST  WEEK'S  DRUG-SALES. 

As  explained  in  our  last  issue,  the  publication  of  our  Winter 
numb-r  prevented  us  from  publishing  the  result  of  last 
Thursday's  drug- auctions  in  the  body  of  our  journal.  It 
was  printed  on  the  orange  "  Supplement,"  and  we  repeat 
below  the  principal  features  of  that  report : — 

The  drug- auctions  occupied  less  time  than  any  within 
memory  of  the  proverbial  "oldest  inhabitant"  of  the  sale- 
room. They  commenced  punctually  at  10.30,  and  the 
hammer  fell  on  the  last  lot  at  1  32.  In  that  space  of  time 
twelve  catalogues,  aggregating  874  lots,  were  disposed  of  ; 
and  but  for  the  inclusion  in  the  sales  of  about  130  lots  of 
vanilla,  and  of  a  few  lots  of  "  illegitimate"  goods — such  as 
gum  tragacanth,  which  ought  not  to  ba  offared  at  the  drug- 
auctions  at  all — another  half  ■  hour  would  have  been  gained. 
This  promptness  was  in  large  measure  due  to  the  fact  that 
several  brokers  had  complied  with  the  general  wish  of 
the  wholesale  trade,  informally  expressed  at  the  recent 
trade  meeting  on  the  subject  of  monthly  sale?,  by  doubling 
or  trebling  the  sizs  of  the  lots.  This  was  especially  the  case 
with  rhubarb,  which  was  partly  offered  to-day  in  lots  of  5 
or  6  cases ;  berjzoin  (now  shown  in  lots  averaging  4  or  5  cases), 
myrrh,  dragon's  blood,  ergot  of  rye,  &c.  There  was  one  lot 
of  23  bales  of  Tinevelly  senna,  which,  however,  remained  un- 
sold The  innovation  was  decidedly  encouraging,  for  the 
prices  paid  were  quite  as  good  as  those  formerly  realised, 
and  the  proportion  of  goods  sold  certainly  not  less  than 
usual. 


Aloes.— The  only  variety  offered  to-day  was  Curaqao,  of 
which  464  packages  were  shown  ;  only  25  of  these,  however, 
sold,  rather  dark  brown  livery  at  35s.,  ordinary  damaged  at 
9*.  6d.  per  cwt.    Fine  Socotrine  aloes  still  remains  scarce. 

Abeca-nuts.— About  6d.  easier;  4  bags  sold  at  lis.  6d. 

Balsam  Tolu  is  lower.  Two  cases  of  fair  quality  sold, 
without  reserve,  at  Is.  lOd.  per  lb. ;  common  at  3kd.  per  lb. 

Benzoin. — Sumatra,  gum  sold  fairly  well  "at  to-day's 
auctions,  although  the  prices  were  a  little  easier. 

Camphok  (Crude)  — In  the  private  market  the  weakness 
continues,  Formosa  being  offered  for  distant  shipment  at 
160s.,  c.i  f.    None  seems  available  near  at  hand. 

Canthaeides. — At  to  day's  auctions  12  cases  fair  Chinese 
flies  were  offered.  Ooe  shilling  per  pound  would  be  accepted 
for  them,  and  a  bid  of  lid.  per  lb.  was  refused.  Good 
Russian  cantharides  may  be  had  on  the  spot  at  2s.  Qd  per  lb. 

Cardamoms. — In  good  demand,  at  very  firm  but  occa- 
sionally slightly  dearer  prices.  At  to-day's  auctions  124 
packages  were  offared,  of  which  38  sold  readily. 

Cascara  Sagrada  — Offers  privately  at  22s.  per  cwt.  on 
the  spot,  although  21s.  might  be  accepted.  The  quotations 
for  ordinary  from  New  York  are  20s  Gd.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  for 
new,  and  from  21s.  6d.  to  22s.  c.i.f.  for  two-year-old  bark. 

Cascabilla  is  slightly  firmer ;  28  bales  of  good,  partly 
silvery,  small  quill  were  placed  in  sale  to-day  and  readily 
disposed  of  at  from  4s.  for  good  down  to  35s.  for  fair  quality. 

Dragon's-blood — In  fair  demand  at  full  prices.  Nine 
cases  were  sold  at  91  10s.  for  good  bright  Singapore  lump. 

Elemi — Quite  neglected,  and  obtainable  at  low  rates. 
A  25-case  parcel  of  Manila  was  bought  in  at  30s  per  cwt. 

Ergot  op  Eye — Well  represented  at  the  auctions,  and 
selling  at  steady  rates  with  a  good  demand.  Of  54  bags  38 
found  buyers — good  Spanish  at  9d.,  ordinary,  slightly  wormy, 
ditto  at  l\d.,  and  wormy  German  at  h\d.  to  5%d  per  lb. 

Gentian. — Good  French  root  is  now  held  for  22s.  6d.  per 
cwt.  privately,  but  that  price  has  not  yet  been  paid. 

Guabana  very  much  lower;  the  last  price  paid  privately 
was  3s  per  lb.,  but  to-day  2s.  was  accepted  for  one  case. 

Honey  unaltered,  with  small  sales  of  fair  Jamaican  at  from 
20s.  to  24s.  per  cwt.  For  Queensland  honey  a  bid  of  21s.  was 
rejected. 

Ipecacuanha. — Brazilian  (Rio)  root  is  firmly  held,  and 
of  63  bales  offered  at  auction,  only  10  sold  at  an  advance  of 
about  2d.  per  lb.,  from  5s.  Id.  to  5s.  3d.  being  paid  for  fair 
sound  annulated,  and  5s.  to  5s.  Id.  for  slightly  damaged. 

Kola. — Unchanged.  One  box  of  ordinary  quality  sold  at 
Ed.  per  lb. ;  good  West  Indian  bought  in  at  Is.  per  lb. 

Lime-juice. — Seven  barrels  from  Antigua  sold  at  Is.  per 
gallon.  Another  parcel,  although  advertised,  was  not  landed 
in  time  for  the  sales. 

Menthol. — Fair  quality  could  probably  be  had  at  13s.  6d. 
per  lb.  on  the  spot,  but  for  4  cases  of  Cooking's  brand  offered 
at  sale  16s.  per  lb.  is  said  to  be  the  lowest  acceptable  price. 

Musk. — Only  a  few  tins  were  offered  to-day,  and  scarcely 
anything  was  sold.  Fine  first-pile  Tonqnin  pods  were 
bought  in  at  85s  per  oz  :  for  one  tin  of  thin-skin,  bat  partly 
spurious  third-pile  pods  41s.  per  oz.  was  accepted. 

Musk  seed. — To  everyone's  astonishment  Is.  6d.  per  lb. 
was  asked  for  a  small  parcel  of  good  Fast  Indian  to-day. 

Nux  Vomica. — A  trifle  easier.  Eighty  bags  fair  bright  small 
Cochin  seed  sold,  without  reserve,  at  6s  per  cwt. 

Obkis. — One  cask  of  pale  Italian  cuttings  sold  cheaply  to- 
day at  50s.  per  cwt. 

Phenacetin. — Sales  of  small  lots  of  ordinary  brand* 
have  been  made  at  5s.  3d.  per  lb.,  but  in  quantity  it  is  still 
possible  to  buy  below  that  figure,  perhaps  even  as  low  as  5s. 
The  first-hand  price  for  Bayer's  brand  remains  unchanged, 
but  in  second-hand  there  are  sellers,  we  believe,  as  low  as 
8s.  6d  per  lb.    There  is  a  good  deal  in  second-hand. 

Khubabb  — A.  fair  demand  prevails,  especially  for  Canton, 
of  which  some  good  parcels  were  offered,  and  which  realised 
a  slight  advance  in  price.  Altogether  189  cases  were  shown, 
and  68  sold  at  the  sales,  while  after  the  auctions  a  fair 
quantity  of  the  Canton  root  was  sold  privately  at  from  Is.  Qd. 
per  lb  for  good  bright  bold  and  flat  downwards. 

Strophanthus. — Two  bags  fair  Eombe  were  bought  in  at 
3s.  10<2.  per  lb. 

Tonca  Beans. — Unchanged.  At  auction  good  frosted 
Para  were  bought  in  at  2s.  6d. ;  ordinary  foxy  at  lOd.  per  lb. 

Vebmilion. — Good  Chinese  brands,  in  small  wholesale 
quantities,  are  now  held  for  2s  Qd.  per  lb. 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

In  Utters  for  publication  correspondents  are  requested  to  express  their  tieits 

as  concisely  as  possible. 
Correspondents  should  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and  devote  a 

separate  piece  of  paper  to  each  subject  of  inquiry. 
The  name  and  address  of  the  writer  should  accompany  all  communications 

with,  if  desired,  a  distinctive  nom-de-plume. 

Anti-cutting  Schemes. 

Sie, — I  agree  with  Messrs.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson  in  much 
they  say  about  anti- cutting  schemes.  It  seems  to  me  that 
any  scheme  that  is  not  universally  applicable,  and  is 
intricate  in  working,  must  fail.  We  must  look  narrowly 
at  these  schemes  and  see  in  whose  interest  they  are  started. 
A  firm  start  something  of  the  sort  and  are  going  to  stop 
directly  anybody  who  undersells.  But  you  never  find  the 
underseller  has  the  smallest  difficulty  about  his  supply,  and 
nobody  ever  interferes  with  him.  At  the  inauguration  of 
the  schemes  the  maker  raised  his  price  Is.  or  Is.  6d.  per  doz., 
and,  I  should  be  inclined  to  think,  was  the  greatest  bene- 
factor by  it. 

Or,  as  in  Messrs.  Stern's  case,  you  have  to  order 
large  quantities  of  goods.  In  their  case  you  must  have 
2  doz.  If  the  trade  had  universally  taken  the  tempting  offer, 
and  every  chemist  in  the  United  Kingdom  had  ordered 
2  dcz.  pepsalia  each,  who  would  have  benefited  ?  Not  the 
retailer. 

The  fact  is,  this  discount-for-quantity  system  is  the 
greatest  possible  evil,  and  is  the  direct  cause  of  successf  al 
cutting.  A  traveller  showed  me  some  food-warmers  a  week 
ago  at  16s  per  doz.,  14s.  if  you  take  a  full  dozen.  I  con- 
sider it  most  unfair.  It  enables  the  man  with  three  or  four 
shops  to  get  a  dozen — three  for  each  place — and  sell  at  what 
the  smaller  neighbour  pays,  and  still  make  a  profit. 

I  quite  agree  with  Messrs.  Maw  that  the  retail  price  of 
things  should  always  be  fairly  in  proportion  to  their  cost, 
and  they  should  not  encourage  a  system  that  makes  the 
adjustment  of  a  regular  scale  impossible. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  obediently, 

91  Hampstead  Road,  January  28.         Wm.  G.  Taplin. 


Sib, — I  was  astonished  to  read  the  letter  of  Messrs.  Maw, 
Son  &  Thompson  in  your  issue  of  January  25.  Do  I  rightly 
understand  that  whilst  they  refuse  to  co-operate  with 
manufacturers  in  preventing  extreme  cutting  among  the 
retail  trade  they  would  "gladly  co-operate"  with  other 
wholesale  houses  to  secure  larger  profits  for  themselves  ?  If 
such  agreements  are  right  in  the  wholesale  trade  surely  they 
are  not  wrong  when  made  in  the  interest  and  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  retail  dealer.  It  is  quite  as  essential  that 
"  fair  remunerative  profits  "  be  made  by  the  one  section  of 
the  trade  as  the  other,  and  it  necessarily  follows  that  when 
the  retailer  is  protected  the  wholesaler  is  too,  and  this  ought 
to  compensate  for  the  extra  "  amount  of  trouble  and  detail 
consequent  on  these  schemes  "  on  which  Messrs.  Maw,  Son  & 
Thompson  lay  so  much  stress. 

Such  firms  as  Messrs.  Blondeau  &  Co.  and  Messrs.  EUiman's 
deserve  the  practical  sympathy  of  all  chemists.  The  weak- 
ness of  the  anti  cutting  schemes  now  in  practice  lies,  I  think, 
in  their  isolation.  If  the  two  firms  just  mentioned  would 
co-operate  in  carrying  oat  the  scheme  and  allow  other  firms 
to  join  them  who  might  from  time  to  time  wish  to  do  so, 
success  would  be  assured  and  the  remedy  for  extreme  cutting 
found.  The  advantages  of  such  a  course  are  obvious :  one 
signed  agreement  would  suffice  for  an  unlimited  number  of 
manufacturers  who  might  form  such  an  association,  and  little 
more  clerical  labour  would  be  required  than  is  now  necessary 
for  the  needs  of  one  manufacturer;  besides  this  it  would 
simplify  and  decrease  the  trouble  to  the  wholesale  houses 
and  the  retailer.  Even  large  buyers  could  not  successfully 
oppose  such  a  combination. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Consistency.  (258/70). 


Sib, — We  read  with  pleasure  all  suggestions  re  cutting. 
We  do  not  see  how  Messrs.  Maw.  Son  &  Thompson's  plan 
for  the  wholesale  dealers  to  charge  a  higher  price  for  patents 
would  benefit  the  chemists,  as  stores  buy  patents  in  as  large 
quantities  as  the  London  wholesale  houses,  consequently 
they  would  be  able  to  carry  on  the  cutting  just  the  same, 
unless  makers  made  them  sign  an  agreement  not  to  do  so. 
The  main  thing  is  to  get  patent  medicines  back  to  their 
former  or  advertised  price :  this  would  stop  the  stores  putting 
their  flaring  advertisements  in  the  papers,  "  Is.  l%d,  Beecham's 
pills,  9h.d-  per  box."  It  is  this  difference  in  price  that  draws 
the  public  to  the  stores,  who  naturally  think  everything  else 
is  sold  in  the  saroe  ratio.  Our  plan  is  for  such  makers  as 
Beecham,  Cockle,  &c,  to  raise  their  wholesale  prices  to 
lis  Qd.  per  doz.  (without  any  warning:  to  the  trade,  so  that 
no  speculation  could  occur)  ;  then  ihe  wholesale  dealers  could 
charge  the  retailers  12s.  per  doz.  The  profit  would  be  no 
better  than  it  is  now,  but  would  the  stores  do  half  the  busi- 
ness they  now  do  1 

Yours  faithfully, 

M.  &  Co.  (260/3.) 


Sib, — There  is  to  be  a  council  meeting  of  the  Proprietary 
Articles  Trade  Association  soon,  to  arrange  a  modus  Operandi. 
It  is  almost  certain  that  a  rule  will  then  be  made  to  throttle 
substitution  in  handling  Association  articles.  With  that 
proposal  I  have  no  fault  to  find,  seeing  that  I  was  the 
framer  of  it  (in  a  circular  issued  five  or  six  years  ago),  but 
there  is  a  danger  in  connection  with  it  at  the  present  juncture. 
In  the  agreement  in  my  circular  about  25  per  cent,  profit 
was  the  limit  below  which  there  was  to  be  no  anti- substitu- 
tion clause,  and  it  was  on  that  understanding  that  the 
hundreds  of  retailers  consulted  agreed  to  endure  the  restric- 
tion. What  I  fear  is  that  those  in  the  Association  who  only 
guarantee  say  10,  15,  or  20  per  cent,  profit  will  also  want 
to  share  the  benefit  of  the  anti-substitution  clause,  a  proposi- 
tion which  cannot  be  too  strongly  condemned.  May  I  appeal 
to  those  of  your  readers  who  sympathise  with  the  anti-cutting 
movement  and  who  have  not  yet  oinedthe  Association  to 
do  so.  The  retail  section  of  the  council  is  not  yet  elected, 
and  those  who  join  at  once  will  have  a  voice  in  the  election. 
I  hope  only  those  who  will  uphold  the  25-per-cent.  minimum 
will  be  elected.  Readers  who  take  this  advice  might  intimate 
their  wishes  to  the  secretary  (Mr.  G-lyn  Jones,  2  and  3  Stone- 
cutter Street,  London,  B.C.),  when  forwarding  their  sub- 
scriptions. The  Association  is  not  strong  yet  in  the  retail 
element,  and  I  hope  that  the  amount  payable  (5s.  for  retail 
members)  will  not  be  considered  a  oar  to  lending  a  helping 
hand  at  this  critical  time.  W:iliam  Johnston. 

Brixton,  S.W.,  January  29. 


Chemists'  Mutual  lisi'rance. 

Sib, — We  have  read  with  pleasure  your  article  of 
January  11,  and  Mr.  Harrington's  letter  of  January  18.  We 
are  afraid  Mr.  Harrington  has  not  been  reading  the  C.  $  D. 
carefully  or  he  would  have  seen  an  advertisement  from 
The  Scottish  Employers'  Liability  and  Accident  Assurance 
(Limited)  offering  to  assure  such  risks.  We  wrote  to  the 
company  at  that  time,  and  continue  to  insure  with  them. 
The  special  clause  covering  chemists'  risks  reads  as  follows  : — 
"  That  this  policy  covers  assured  s  liability  to  the  general 
public  in  consequence  of  errors  in  making  up  medicines,  or 
any  act,  or  omission,  on  the  part  of  assured,  or  assistants, 
including  all  law  costs  and  the  expense  of  meeting  wrongful 
claims." 

They  charge  10s.  as  premium  for  each  assistant  per  100t. 
We  think  this  premium  far  too  high,  as  in  our  case  we  have 
to  insure  six  assistants  (which  term  means  apprentices  or 
porters)  at  31.  per  annum.  If  the  full  n  amber  are  not  included, 
it  would  result  in  case  of  accident  (company's  liability  being 
proportionably  less)  in  considerable  loss  to  insurer.  There 
seems  to  be  a  good  field  for  a  mutual  assurance  company — 
and  if  only*  half  the  chemists  in  this  country  were  to  join  it, 
principals  at  5s.  each  and  assistants  at  Is.  each  per  annum, 
the  result  would  jield  a  very  large  annual  revenue — a  limited 
liability  company,  with  a  capital  of  5  000Z  in  11.  shares, 
floated  on  the  condition  of  yielding  only  5  per  cent,  to 
shareholders,  5  per  cent,  to  a  reserve  fund,  and  the  balance  to 
the  Benevolent  Fund  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  as  a 
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thank-cffering  for  a  successful  year's  business  without 
accident. 

Insured.  (253/77.) 


Calomel  Powders. 

SiE. — With  reference  to  your  recent  statement  that  corro- 
sive sublimate  had  been  found  io  old  samples  of  calomel-and- 
sngar  powders,  I  have  endeavoured  to  confirm  the  assertion 
with  the  following  results. 

For  my  mateiial  I  was,  fortunately,  5n  possession  of  a 
disused  veritable  old  sample  of  cal.  r.  saccb.  1  in  5,  which 
had  been  exposed  to  air  and  moisture  for  quite  two  years, 
and  although  I  opeiated  on  a  quantity  equivalent  to  1  dr. 
of  calomel,  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  so  much  as  a  trace 
of  corrosive  sublimate. 

My  method  was  as  follows :  5  dr.  of  the  old  sample, 
having  been  carefully  dried  and  powdered,  was  shaken  up 
with  warm  ether  and  allowed  to  stand  for  two  hours. 
It  was  then  placed  in  a  tube  constricted  at  the  end  in  the 
form  of  a  percolator,  and  thoroughly  exhausted  with  ether. 
The  percolate  was  next  evaporated,  at  a  gentle  heat,  to 
dryness,  the  residue  (which  was  almost  invisible)  dissolved 
in  boiling  distilled  water,  and  H28  passed  through,  with  the 
result  that  no  change  of  colour  was  perceived — proving  con- 
clusively, I  think,  that  given  a  pure  sample  of  calomel  at  the 
commencement,  there  is  no  need  to  fear  a  change  taking 
place  in  calomel  c.  saccb.,  as  has  recently  been  stated  to  be 
the  case.  I  am,  yours  trulv, 

313  Sydenham  Eoad,  S.E  ,  A.  W.  Nunn,  Ph  C. 

January  24. 


Liq.  Plumbi  Subacet.  Dil. 

Sie, — In  reading  over  Isle's  "  Materia  Merfija,"  page  250, 
I  find  the  following  no'.e  under  "Liq.  plumbi  subacet. 
dil.":— 

"  The  small  quantity  of  carbonic  acid  contained  in  dis- 
tilled water  is  sufficient  to  render  the  solution  a  little 
milky.  Hence  it  is  necessary  to  filter  it,  and,  to  prevent 
further  absorption  of  the  gas,  to  preserve  it  in  well-closed 
bottles.  Common  water  renders  the  solution  very  turbid 
from  the  deposition  of  insoluble  carb.  sulph.  and  chlorid.  of 
lead.  The  small  quantity  of  spirit  serves  no  purpose  and 
has  no  significance." 

I  remember  once  reading  that  the  action  of  the  spirit  was 
to  drive  the  CO„  out  of  the  water,  thereby  avoiding  any  pre- 
cipitation of  the  lead.  For  proof  I  made  three  samples  of 
the  B.P.  dilute  liquor — (a)  by  mixing  the  lead  and  spirit  as 
is  usually  done  and  adding  to  the  water ;  (&)  by  adding  the 
lead  and  then  the  spirit  to  the  water;  (c)  by  first  shaking 
well  the  spirit  and  water,  leaving  the  bottle  uncorked  for  a 
few  minutes,  and  then  adding  the  lead  :  a  and  b  gave  me 
quite  milky  results,  with,  after  a  time,  a  heavy  deposit  on 
the  bottle ;  c  gave  a  trace  of  cloudiness  but  no  deposit  after 
forty -eight  hours  without  filtration.  From  these  results  I 
would  conclude  that  Royle  only  viewed  the  spirit  from  a 
therapeutic  point  of  view,  which  is  very  largely  held  by  the 
majority  of  pharmacists,  but  that,  pharmaceutically  viewed, 
the  spirit  is  a  most  important  addition  to  the  solution  ;  and 
I  would  suggest  that  the  B  P.  should  contain  directions  as 
to  how  it  should  be  properly  prepared. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Belfast,  January  24.  Alfred  Adams,  L.P.S.I. 


The  Minor. 

Sie, — The  majority  of  Minor  men  can  endorse  what 
"  A.P.S."  says.  I  have  always  maintained  that  those  men  who 
are  fortunate  enough  to  qualify  at  their  first  attempt  do  not 
realise  the  uncertainty  of  the  examination.  Stimulated  by 
success,  they  go  on  for  the  higher  qualification  and  comprise 
the  greater  portion  of  Major  candidates.  Rejected  Minors, 
discouraged  by  failure,  look  well  before  they  leap  into  the 
fire  again.  The  leading  lights  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
bewail  the  scarcity  of  Major  men.  Let  them  give  a  fairer 
Minor,  and  they  will  have  no  cause  for  complaint. 

As  regards  the  fairness  of  the  examiners,  I  could  relate  a 
few  truthful  anecdotes  which  might  upset  some  of  the  unso- 
licited testimonials  accorded  to  them,  but  I  will  content 
myself  with  saying  that  I  have  found  that  the  professors  are 


an  improvement  on  the  rank- and- file— not  that  they  give 
easier  questions,  but  there  is  that  absence  of  self-importance 
and  (arcaFm  which  a  candidate  is  apt  to  be  treated  to  gratis, 
and  which  he  finds  not  conducive  to  the  reduction  of  his 
feverish  symptoms.  That  an  examiner  is  allowed  the 
opportunity  to  prejudice  another  examiner  against  a  candi- 
date (a  practice  which  I  have  witnessed)  is,  I  consider,  most 
unjust.  The  above  facts,  combined  with  others,  make  it  very 
desirable  that  a  written  examination  should  take  the  place  of 
the  present  system. 

Yours  truly. 

Another  Recent  AP.S.  (260/10) 


DISPENSING  NOTES. 


258/48.  A.  G.  Keith. — The  citric  acid  in  syr.  limonis  will 
decompose  some  of  the  sodium  salicylate,  and  as  the  syrup 
varies  in  acidity,  so  will  the  precipitate. 

254/40.  H  B.  K.  has  had  a  prescription  ordering  pil. 
hydrarg.  sub  chlor.  and  pil.  aloes  Barb,  of  each  gr.  iiss. : 
what  snould  be  dispensed  for  the  former  1 


253/59.  Raja. — We  can  never  be  sure  about  copies  of 
prescriptions :  eyes  differ  so  much  in  detecting  slight 
strokes;  but  sod.  phosph.  giss.  is  our  renderirg  of  the  first 
line  in  yours. 


255/29.  Seaside  — You  cannot  send  out  an  aqueous  mix- 
ture of  potass,  iodid.  and  quin.  sulph.  "perfectly  clear" 
without  inducing  chemical  decomposition,  and  subsequent 
filtration.  See  "  Ihe  Art  of  Dispensing." 


259/22  Subscriber. — The  salol,  bismuth,  and  chlorodyne 
mixture  was  originated  by  Dr.  A  M.  Anderson,  of  Dundee, 
as  a  cure  for  typhoid,  but  his  prescription  gives  Symes's 
lac.  bismutbi,  and  with  this  it  makes  an  excellent  mixture 
(see  C.  3?  I).,  April  21,  1894,  page  535).  If  Schacht's 
liquor  is  ordered,  as  much  mucil.  tragac.  should  be  used  along 
with  it  so  as  to  suspend  the  salol. 


250/31.  Argus  —  Probably  the  previous  dispenser  in 
ignorance  filtered  the  solution. 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


255/44.  W.  R.  R~ — When  the  registrar  refuses  to  accept  a 
trade-mark,  you  can  if  you  like  claim  a  hearing, and  in  some 
cases  on  the  borderland  it  is  found  possible  to  induce  him  to 
change  his  mind.  But  we  should  not  think  you  would  be 
able  to  persuade  him  to  vary  his  decision  in  your  case. 


255/25.  Rhei. — We  do  not  think  a  label  "  Paregoric 
mixture  superior  to  B.P.  formula,"  or  any  other  label  the 
object  of  which  would  be  to  mislead  the  customer,  would  be 
perfectly  safe  to  use. 


36/35.  Legality. — An  inspector  ©f  weights  and  measures 
is  bound  to  be  provided  with  the  necessary  standards  when 
he  attends  at  any  place  by  the  local  authority's  appointment 
to  verify  weights  and  measures.  But  his  neglect  does  not 
justify  you  in  using  unstampad  weights  or  measures.  You 
had  better  communicate  with  the  clerk  of  your  County 
Couccil.  The  model  regulations  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
(which  have  probably  been  adopted  by  your  local  authority) 
require  that  the  manufacturer's  name  and  the  maximum 
load  shall  be  marked  on  every  new  weighing  instrument — 
that  is,  a  machine  newly-stamped  since  1889.  We  have  not 
heard  of  this  requirement  beiDg  enforced  in  the  case  of  dis- 
pensing-scales, but  we  presume  it  might  be.  The  stamping 
in  any  district  is  valid  throughout  the  United  Kirgdom  by 
sec.  45  of  the  1878  Act,  though  many  inspectors  do  not  ssem 
to  be  awa'e  of  this. 
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258/5.  Pax.— We  presume  your  lease  stipulates  that  yon 
shall  give  six  months'  notice  of  your  wish  to  determine  the 
tenancy  at  any  of  the  intermediate  periods.  It  is  not  usual 
to  require  notice  to  be  given  on  the  complete  expiry  of  the 
lease,  and  unlets  some  unusual  words  appear  to  that  effect  it 
is  not  necessary  to  give  such  notice. 


269/6.  A.  O.—U  is  illegal  under  the  Medical  Act,  1858, 
sec.  40,  for  any  person  not  duly  qualified  to  describe  himself 
as  an  apothecary.  A  chemist  and  druggist  as  such  is  not 
duly  qualified  to  use  this  description. 


257/16.  Certus  asks  if  ^  gr.  of  antim.  tart,  be  added  to 
seidliiz-powders,  would  this  be  allowable,  and  would  it  have 
to  be  signed  '  Poison  "  ?  [According  to  the  reported  cases  it 
would  be  illegal  to  sell  such  powders  as  "  seidlitz-powders  " 
without  some  explanation  of  the  addition,  either  verbal  or 
printed.  Emetic  tartar  is  a  poison  in  the  first  part  of  the 
poisons  schedule,  aad  we  have  no  authority  to  indicate  how 
little  of  it  may  be  sold  without  fulfilling  the  statutory 
requirements  ] 


259/68.  A  N. — We  think  the  exemption  in  section  17  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act  (1868)  and  in  section  3  of  the  Amend- 
ment Act  (1869)  is  sufficient  to  justify  the  sale  of  such  a 
preparation  as  Easton's  syrup,  or  any  proprietary  medicine 
of  your  own,  if  the  label  bears  your  name  and  address,  and 
you  enter  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  you  sell  it  in  the 
prescription- book,  there  stating  the  ingredients  of  the  mix- 
ture. But  it  is  an  essential,  we  thiDk,  that  you  should  have 
compounded  the  preparation,  and  should  know  the  ingredients. 
Therefore,  we  do  not  see  how  you  could  apply  the  clause  to 
the  sale  of  Fellows's  syrup,  &c. 


259/19.  In  reference  to  a  reply  to  "  Staffordshire  "  last 
week  to  the  effect  that  the  transferee  of  a  business  must 
take  out  a  nev  medicine-licence,  Mr.  McKellar,  Glasgow, 
states  tha*;  when  he  took  over  his  present  business  the 
I.R  authorities  allowed  the  medicine  and  the  methylated 
spirit  licences  to  be  transferred  to  him  on  the  written  request 
of  the  original  licensee. 


251/69.  Ne  Plus  Ultra  — To  make  and  sell  wholesale  an 
English  liqueur  you  will  require  a  compounder's  licence 
(10J.  10«.)  and  a  dealer's  licence  (31.  3s).  The  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue  will  permit  spirit  dealers  to  mix  certain 
flavourings  with  spirit  without  requiring  them  to  take  out  a 
compounder's  licence.  If  you  apply  to  your  Excise  officer, 
stating  what  you  wish  to  make,  he  will  probably  be  able 
to  get  yon  the  necessary  permission  if  it  is  only  a  single 
article. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


Back  numbers  containing  formulae,  educational  or  other  specific  info  rmation 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Publisher. 

y.B. — All  queries  should  be  accompanied  by  the  business  card  of  a  subscriber, 
or  th'  address  label  from  Tkx  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST  wrapper.  We 
destroy  anonymous  letters.  We  do  not  answer  queries  of  the  kind  here 
dealt  with  by  post.  We  ask  that  separate  queries  shall  be  written  on 
separate  sheets  of  paper. 


241/33.  H.  C.  JV. — Business  in  New  Zealand  just  now 
is,  if  anything,  better  than  in  the  Australian  colonies,  but 
we  cannot  say  that  there  are  better  chances  for  chemists' 
assistants  there  than  in  this  country.  That  is,  those  without 
capital,  for  the  colonies  afford  much  better  opportunities  to 
those  with  capital  than  can  be  got  at  home,  because  money 
is  more  valuable  out  there,  and,  if  backed  up  by  smart  busi- 
ness energy,  the  chances  of  success  are  better  than  at  home. 


241/45.  _  J.  W.  IT.— The  Sanitas  Company  are  the  makers 
of  the  saritary  sawdust  which  you  mention. 


241/53.  Gas. — Acstylene  Gas  is  not  produced  com- 
mercially, but  calcium  carbide  is,  and  on  immersing  the 
carbide  in  water  the  gas  is  given  off.  Yon  will  find  an  ex- 
perimental apparatus  described  in  the  C.  &  D.,  August  2%, 
1895,  page  312.  Messrs.  Read,  Holliday  &  Co.,  of  Hudders- 
field,  supply  cylinders  of  the  carbide,  which  practically  are 
equivalent  to  cylinders  of  the  gas.  You  can  obtain  particu- 
lars from  them  on  application. 

24Z/41.  NcKcutle — Newspaper-prescribing  is  unques- 
tionably dangerous,  and  this  applies  as  much  to  the  pre- 
scriptions given  in  the  paper  yon  mention  as  to  any  other, 
although  they  are  written  by  a  medical  practitioner.  When 
such  prescriptions  come  to  be  dispensed  chemists  must  use 
their  judgment  a9  to  whether  that  should  be  done  or  not.  In 
the  case  which  "  Newcastle  "  brings  under  our  notice  a  pre- 
scription for  an  adult  was  handed  to  him,  ar  d  he  discovered 
that  his  customer  wanted  one  for  a  child  of  3\  years.  The 
daDger  is  obvious. 


244/11.  Laboratory  asks : — (I)  "  A  better,  cleaner  and  less 
troublesome  method  of  preparing  Adeps  Benzoatus.  There 
is  a  method  (he  believes)  by  using  a  tincture  of  the  benzoin 
which  gives  the  B.P.  article  more  expeditiously."  [Lard 
produced  as  suggested  is  dark  and  is  not  nearly  so  nice 
otherwise  as  the  B.P.  article.  But  a  passable  and  elegant 
preparation  is  made  by  melting  1  lb.  of  lard  in  a  water-bath, 
continuing  the  heat  for  ten  minutes,  then  adding  \  drachm 
o£  benzoic  acid.]  (2)  For  the  best  method  of  preserving  fresh 
infusions,  see  the  notes  on  infusions  in  the  December 
number. 


244/30.    Malto  sends  a  postcard  with  the  following  there- 
on : — ■"  A  few  practical  hints  on  the  best  way  to  treat  last 
season's  Sponges  and  Loofahs  so  as  to  make  them  clean 
and  fresh- looking  would  be  useful.    What  should  they  be 
washed  in — cold  or  warm  water;  with  or  without  soap  o: 
soda?    How  dried — by  fire  heat,  or  simply  exposed  to  the 
air,  &c.  1    [First,  in  regard  to  loofahs.    Half  fill  a  good-sized 
tub  (say  ol  10  to  20  gallons  capacity)  with  water  with  the 
chill  off.    Mix  with  it  §  oz.  of  strong  solution  of  ammonia, 
and  steep  the  loofahs  in  the  mixture.    Knead  them  occasion- 
ally, and  after  half  an  hour  pour  off  the  water.    Put  the  tub 
under  the  water-lap  and  let  the  water  run  over  for  a  few 
minutes.    Squeeze  oat  a  loofah,  and  if  it  is  not  clean  enough 
repeat  the  ammonia  treatment.    Last  year's  sponges  should 
be  shaken  free  from  sand,  then  washed  well  in  the  ammonia- 
bath  (1  oz.  to  20  gallons)  and  with  cold  water.    After  this 
to  10  gallons  of  water  add  5  oz.  of  common  hydrochloric 
acid  and  \  oz.  permarjganate  of  potash  (the  latter  dissolved 
in  J  pint  of  boiling  water).    Put  the  sponges  into  this  bath 
and  keep  moving  for  a  few  seconds,  taking  care  that  none  of 
the  sponges  becomes  brown  owing  to  deposit  of  manganic 
oxide,  which  can  be  prevented  by  keeping  the  bath  freely 
acid.    A  few  seconds  suffice  to  bleach  the  surface,  and  the 
bleaching  should  not  be  carried  too  far.    Remove  the  spoDges 
into  a  bath  of  clean  water,  rinse  thoroughly,  and  squeeze. 
To  give  them  the  equal  yellowish  tint  immerse  in  a  bath  of 
liq.  potasste  giv.  and  glycerine  jj.  in  2  gallons  of  water; 
again  press.  Soap  should  on  no  account  be  used.    As  to  dry- 
ing, that  is  best  done  by  a  current  of  warm  air,  and  an 
ingenious  chemist  should  have  little  difficulty  in  rigging  up 
something  to  do  that.    For  example,  take  a  packing-case 
(such  as  a  full- si z 3  tea-chest)  and  fit  it  inside  with  two  or 
three  floors  of  wire  netting,  the  first  one  a  foot  from  the 
bottom  of  the  case,  or  stretch  wires  from  end  to  end  of 
the  box.    In  one  of  the  sides  of  the  case,  close  to  the 
battom,  insert  a  tin  cjlinder,  such  as  a  plaster  tin,  the 
open  end  inside  ind  the  closed  outside,  but  with  numerous 
holes  bored  in  it ;  and  in  the  lid  of  the  box  insert  two 
similar  tins  as  chimneys.    The  bottom  cylinder  is  to  be  the 
channel  for  hot  air,  the  current  being  produced  by  putting  a 
spirit-lamp  or  Bunsen  flame  near  the  end.    On  the  lowest 
shelf,  immediately  over  the  end  of  the  tin  cylinder,  put  a 
tin  showcard  or  something  of  that  nature  to  spread  the 
warm  air.    Before  putting  the  sponges  in  let  the  current  go 
through  the  box  for  a  few  minutes,  and  after  the  loofahs  and 
sponges  have  stood  over  night  to  air  dry,  spread  them  on  the 
wire  netting,  turning  now  and  then  to  ensure  equal  drying. 
With  a  well  fit'irg  I  d  and  two  chimnejs  placed  on  top  at 
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the  opposite  end  to  the  heating- tube  there  should  be  no 
difficulty  in  establishing  a  good  current.] 

245/32.  P.  W.  M— Soluble  Essence  of  Lemon.— Make 
a  tincture  of  4  oz.  fresh  lemon-peel  and  1  oz.  of  Tangerine 
orange-peel  (freed  from  the  interior  white  portion)  with 
1  pint  of  proof  spirit  To  the  filtered  tincture  add  i  drachm 
of  citral  or  of  terpeneless  oil  of  lemon. 


245/61.  Little  Pills  —  Clear  and  Inseparable  Bril- 
liantine. — Dissolve  1  oz.  of  castor  oil  in  4  oz.  of  rectified 
spirit,  colour  with  a  few  drop?  of  tr.  rhei  co.,  and  perfume 
with  otto  of  rose  8  drops,  oil  of  neroli  2  drops,  and  oil  of 
sandalwood  2  drops.  You  may  use  any  other  perfume  you 
choose,  or  omit  the  colouring.    Tr.  croci  gives  a  nice  tint. 


246/12.  W.  #.  — See  our  issue  of  October  12,  1895, 
page  573. 


248/51.  Nutrient. —  Meat  juice  Suppositories.  —  The 
best  preservative  for  these  is  salicylic  acid,  in  the  proportion 
of  10  gr.  to  the  ounce  of  mass.  Use  a  hard  gelatine  basis — 
e.g.,  gelatine  1,  water  2,  glycerine  2  (all  by  weight).  Soak 
the  gelatine  in  the  water  until  soft,  add  the  glycerine,  and 
heat  until  the  weight  is  reduced  to  4  oz  ;  then  add  the 
salicylic  acid.  As  soon  as  the  mass  cools  to  160°  F.  stir  in 
2  parts  of  beef- juice,  healing  gently  if  necessary,  but  taking 
care  not  to  coagulate  the  juice.    Then  pour  into  the  moulds  a 


247/11,  Ebona  complains  that  when  powdered  curd-soap 
is  used  as  a  Shavirjg  powder  it  makes  the  skin  smart. 
Powdered  white  Castile  soap  would  not  have  that  effect,  but 
it  does  not  lather  quite  30  well.  Perhaps  the  following 
addition  to  the  curd-soap  may  obviate  the  smarting  ■ — Dis- 
solve 5  gr.  of  menthol  and  20  gr.  of  lanoline  in  2  dr.  of  ether  ; 
mix  with  §  lb.  of  the  powdered  soap  ;  dry,  and  sift. 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 


For  this  section  we  are  always  glad  to  receive  from  subscribers  brief  notes  on 
pra-tical  subjects,  recipes  which  have  been  found  good  in  practice  or  which 
have  required  modification,  arid  hints  or  fresh  ideas  on  any  pharma- 
ceutical or  trade  matter. 


Healy's  Ointment  for  Eczema, —  By  this  is  evidently 
meant  Ihle's  Paste,  often  prescribed  by  some  medical 
specialists  in  combination  with  various  drugs. 

Amyli      .„   gj}. 

Zinc.oxid.      i  ..       .,  ■'    ..  Jij. 

Larnolin.  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  3j. 

Taseliu  3  Lij. 

ji. 

C.  C.  (257/72.) 

Draught  to  Prevent  Nightmare  (page  122). — For  tr. 
capsici  gss.  read  3ss. 

Dark-rooms. — The  following  names  may  be  added  to  the 
list  we  gave  on  page  15  :  — 
Borvness  — Mr.  T.  M,  Holmes. 
Boyle. — Dinning's  Medical  Hall. 

Burgess  EUI.--K.  G.  Beck,  The  Victoria  Pharmacy,  Church 
Road. 

Chichester.—  Mr.  F.  Griffith,  11  South  Street. 

Dorking — Mr.  D.  B.  Coldwell. 

Ealing. — Messrs  Barry,  Phillips  &  Co. 

Hastings. — Mr  J.  Griffiths  Richards,  58a  High  Street. 

Keswick  — Mr.  Townby. 

Launcester. — Mr  W  Wise. 

Manchester.— Mi.  W.  Maskew,  The  Longsight  Pharmacy. 
MiJdlesborough.  —  Messrs.  Middleton  &  Co.,  Cleveland 
Terrace, 

Mpon.—Mr.  H.  Bulmer  Rudd,  29  Westgate. 
South  Loirestoft. — T.  Coleman,  216  London  Road. 
Wigan.—A.  H,  Benson,  10  Darlington  Street. 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 

Will"Acetum"  kindly  oblige  by  sending  hia  name  and 
address  1 

260/19.  Soluble  sap  green:  where  obtainable?  [Sap- 
green  is  dried  chlorophyll.  Why  not  use  paste  chloropnyll? 
—Ed.  C.  $  D.~\ 

254/60.  Jvara-hari,  a  Japanese  or  Indian  medicine  for 
hay-fever  :  where  obtainable  I 

257/64.  Who  is  the  maker  o'f  the  filter-paper  folder  of 
French  origin  ? 

260/67.    Where  can  Loh's  polishing-paste  be  obtained? 

The  Refuse  in  Cider-making — 258/71.  One  of  Our 
Oldest  Subscribers  writes  : — A  cider-merchant  has  '  several 
tons  of  what  is  termed  "  must,"  '  the  refuse  or,  as  chemists 
would  say,  the  'marc'  after  the  juice  has  been  expressed. 
There  is  some  difficulty  as  to  the  disposal  of  this  marc.  I 
have  suggested  that  after  every  expression  a  uniform  admix- 
ture of  lime  and  soot  to  the  apple  remains  would  in  course 
of  time,  with  repeated  turnings,  form  a  good  manure.  Can 
you,  or  any  of  your  readers,  give  an  opinion  1 " 

NOTE. —  We  are  unable  to  find  room  this  week  for  several  popes  of  letters  . 
and,  replies  to  queries  which  are  in  type.    We  hope  to  print  them  next  week 


Beyt  UGleek. 


Monday,  February  3. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry  (London  Section),  Chemical 
Society's  Rooms,  Burlington  House,  at  8  P  m.  "  Manu- 
facture of  Linoleum,"  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Reid,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.  , 

Society  tf  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  London,  W.C. 
"  Alternate  Current  Transformers,"  Cantor  Lecture, 
by  Dr.  J.  A.  Fleming,  F.R.S.    At  8  p.m. 

Tuesday,  February  4. 
Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  at  3  P.M.  Professor 
Charles  Stewart  on  "  The  External  Covering  of  Plants 
and  Animals  :  Its  Structure  and  Functions." 

Wednesday,  February  5 

Brighton  Junior  Association  of  Pharmacy.  Social 
meeting. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry  (Nottingham  Section),  at  the 
Mechanics'  Institution,  the  Wardwick,  Derby,  at  7.30  P  M. 
Mr.  L.  Archbutt,  F.l  C ,  will  read:  (1)  "  Note  on  the 
Ignition  of  Sawdust  by  Nitric  Acid";  (2)  "Note  on  the 
Influence  of  Atmospheric  Temperatures  on  the  Pressure 
of  Ether  and  other  Volatile  Liquids  in  Closed  Vessels  " ; 
(3)  "  Note  on  a  Device  for  Checking  Loss  of  Iodine  by 
Evaporation  in  Hiibl's  Test." 

Sockty  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  London,  W.C. 
"The  Mexican  Drainage  Canal,"  by  Mr.  F.  H.  Cheese- 
wright.    At  8  P  M. 

Thursday,  February  6. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Aisociation,  103  Great  Russell  Street, 
W.C  At  8  30  Mr  J.  Ince  will  read  his  paper  on 
"  British  and  Foreign  Sjrups,"  instead  of  on  April  16, 
the  date  originally  fixed. 

Liverpool  Pharmaceutical  Students'  Society,  at  8  30  P.M. 
Mr.  W.  A.  Cockshott  on  "Aquatic  Plants";  Mr.  H.  B. 
Morgan  on  "Quacks  and  Quackery,"  illustrated  with 
songs  by  Messrs.  Woods  and  Morgan. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  at  8  P  M.  "  The 
Molecular  Weight  and  Formula  of  Phosphoric  Anhydride 
and  of  Meta- phosphoric  Acid,"  by  Professor  Tilden, 
F  R  S  ,  and  R.  E  Barnett ;  "  Lead  Tetracetate  and  the 
Plumbic  Salts,"  by  A  Hutchinson,  M  A.,  Ph.D.,  and  W. 
Pollard,  B.A.,  Pb.D  ;  "An  Improved  Mode  of  Deter- 
mining Urea  by  the  Hypobromite  Process,"  by  A.  H. 
Allen  ;  "  An  Examination  of  the  Products  obtained  by 
ihe  Dry  Distillation  of  Bran  with  Lime,"  by  W.  F.  Lay- 
cock,  Ph.D. ;  •'  Lateolin,"  by  A.  G.  Perkin. 

Friday.  February  7. 

Aberdeen  Junior  Chemists'  Association,  at  9.30  p.m.  Social 
evening. 

Edinburgh  Chemiits',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices'  Associa- 
tion, 36  York  Piace,  ai  9.15  P.M.  "  Flame  Tests  '  (with 
practical  demonstration),  by  Mr.  George  Coull,  B  So. 


